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Tracking the paratexts of his works reveals anguoing fact. In 1832 R.
Yitzhak Isaac began writing a kabalistic commentaryhemtesorah which in
practice contains instructions about how to wriaah scroll, and was later printed
under the nameleikhal HaBerakhaHe ceased working on this composition in 1835
in favor of a different project that he describssmecessary for his soul.” This work
was a commentary on ti@sfra titled Asirit HaEifa, which he completed in the year
1840, but did not print immediately despite the that it was already finished. In the
year 1842 he began composition of a new work, aumamtal project that was later
printed under the nan@tzar Haayim and contained a kabalistic commentary on
the commandments. He continued writing it until 284ut then took a break in order
to devote the following five years to the publicatiof Asirit HaEifa (Lvov, 1849), to
writing and printing a commentary ¥erushalmi Shekaliknown as Penei Zakeh
(Lvov, 1851), to the writing and printing of a pahhgt of additions tAsirit HaEifa
andPenei Zakepand to a commentary on the mishna of trad{aeim that he titled
“Nidvat Pi' (Lvov, 1853). This pamphlet marks the end of aagetical trilogy
devoted to sacrificial laws. After its printing Ritzhak Isaac returned to his
composition ofOtzar Ha/ayimand completetHeikhal HaBerakhaThe three works
dealing withSeder Kodashirdefined by R. Yithak Isaac as work that are “necessary

for his soul.” i.e. they have an autobiogrphic megraccording to R. Yitzak Isaac.

This work is devoted to an examining the produgt{@e. writing, revision,
collection of approbations and money, ordering, @aimating) of the works that R.
Yitzhak Isaac describes as “necessary for his soul.”ahladysis of these works will
teach about the development of R. Yak Isaac’s scholastic method, and about the

numerous and varied ways in which this processrfitshis biography.

76



This work is devoted to describing the developnuéR. Yitzhak Isaac of
Komarno’s method of Torah study. Born in 1806, RzlYak Issac spent his earliest
years in the region of Galicia with his father ARexander Sendor, or in the court of
his uncle, R. Tzvi Hirsh of ZhidachoZydacz6w). His one-of-a-kind personality
combined deep erudition, a broad knowledge of beghl and kabbalistic texts, the
experience of mystical visions, (as recorded indusnalMegilat Starim and unique
legal rulings, has inspired numerous scholars topsie his life story in various
biographical works. The majority of these biogragshend in the year 1831 with the
death of his uncle, and from this point they diggohto an unordered collection of
hagiographic accounts without any attempt at chiamo The basis for this pattern is
in fact R. Yitzak Isaac’s own short spiritual autobiography whietrecorded in the
beginning ofMegilat Starim however the tracing of R. Yiiak Isaac’s development
of his own unigue method of study, demands a mgeige account of his life from
exactly the same point at which the previously nozetd linear story ends, i.e. the
fourth and fifth decades of the@entury.

Such an account is possible due to an imporeattife that characterizes R.
Yitzhak Isaac’s writing. The biographical informatiomtained in R. Yithak Isaac’s
works, including his plans for writing and printing primarily recorded in
“paratexts;” in the title pages of his books anthphlets and in their colophons. Here
R. Yitzhak Isaac records the order of his work, his expiects from his books, lists

of books that he was waiting to print and numermther important details.

This methodology also aids us in identifying whattivated R. Yithak
Isaac’s response to the works of others. R.hMikzIsaac is sensitive about paratexts.
When a book reached his hand he would first lodds @¢ paratexts and often react to
them. More so, every time that Rabbi Yidék Isaac completed a piece of commentary
or exposition he would add the precise date on whe&completed the work. R.
Yitzhak Isaac wrote incessantly, and the majority ofdosk are commentaries on
rabbinic literature and the Zohar, which he congdeo be a rabbinic work as well.
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