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The Fate of the Animals
Klalus Ha’Min

Adapted from ‘Secrets of Hashagacha’ based on shiurim in Sefer Sifsei Chaim
delivered by Rav Nosson Levine
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Do animals have their own personal hashgachah?
How does Hashem decide what will happen to a
cat, for example? Or to a donkey, a louse, or an elephant?

Hashem decides the fate of the creatures of
the world based on klalus ha'min - the overall
need for the species.

The world needs animals. We need cattle
for meat, we need cows for milk, we need
earthworms to aerate the soil. We need animal
hides to make leather and to make klaf. In total,
the world needs a certain amount of products,
and based upon that, a certain amount of
animals. This amount determines how many
creatures of each species Hashem chooses to
keep alive and thriving.

There is no specific judgment about whether
or not each specific creature will or will not live.
It really doesn’t matter exactly which particular
mosquito survives in the Amazon River Basin.
But based on the amount Hashem deems
necessary for each species, He increases or decreases the total
number of creatures in existence, down to the last tiny ant and
amoeba. The same is true for inanimate objects: how much oil,
how much rubber, how many drops of water in the ocean, and
how many grains of sand on the beach.

This type of decision-making is Hashgachah Klalis. It is a
decision whereby Hashem controls every tiny factor, but the
decision has been made based on a larger picture, rather than
an individual basis. This is the type of decision-making that
is responsible for the fate of every mosquito in the swamps,
every lion in the jungles, and every pebble on the ocean floor.

How does Hashem decide how many animals

and inanimate objects are, in fact, necessary
for the world? Is the decision based on per capita population?
On human consumption? Or on some other factor?

The fate of every species and object in the world - oz, in other
words, the Hashgachah Klalis that decides their existence - is
based on one thing only: kevod Shamayim.

The purpose of this world is for people to serve Hashem,
and thereby bring about kevod Shamayim. Everything else in
creation — every star and every termite, every skyscraper and
every brick of lego - is here only to serve this singular purpose.
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Rav Chaim Friedlander zatzal

When Hashem decides the fate of animals and objects, His
Hashgachah Klalis decision determines the amount of each item
necessary for avodas Hashem and kevod Shamayim in this world.
Sometimes the connection of these objects to kevod Shamayim
is direct and obvious (such as the cow needed for hide to make
retzuos on a pair of tefillin); other times, the connection is less
direct (such as the metal needed for the eye of the shoelace of
the migrant worker who will process the coffee which will be
shipped across the ocean to land up in a yeshiva bachur’s cup).
Either way, kevod Shamayim will be the determining factor.

Hashem’s practice of

Hashgachah Klalis applies to
every species in the world, except for one: the
human species.

Human beings are an entirely different
creation. Every single person is unique, with
his or her own very specific tafkid in this world.
There's a very distinct way in which each person
is supposed to bring out kevod Shamayim in this
world, and therefore, each person must be dealt
with separately.

There's no “herd” of people. People’s lives
are not decided based on quantities or quotas.
Rather, there is a case-by-case judgment, and
a case-by-case decision, surrounding each and
every person’s life. This is what we mean by
Hashgachah Pratis.

There are two factors that go
into Hashem’s decision-
making as it pertains to Hashgachah Pratis.

YOUR TAFKID: Every person has a unique role to play, a
unique role in world destiny that he himself needs to bring
to fruition. He, and only he, can bring about this tafkid; and
therefore, when making decisions regarding people, Hashem
takes into account each one’s own personal tafkid in life. The
job you get, the money you make, the people you meet, the
house you live in — all are designed to facilitate your own
individual tafkid.

REWARD AND PUNISHMENT: In addition to each person’s
tafkid, there is also an accounting of sechar vonesh which
constantly takes place. A person who does certain mitzvos
must be rewarded in this world; a person who does certain
aveiros must be punished. Therefore, the actions that you do,
for better or for worse, will affect Hashem’s decisions regarding
your life at any and every given second.

Whatever happens to a person - every detail of every
moment — has an element of Hashgachah Pratis connected to
him alone.
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