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("Biblical Chapters”) from the other four books of the Torah.
Sometimes he also interpreted some of the prophecies in Isaiah, Hosea
and other prophets — but he never wrote a comprehensive and
systematic commentary on Isaiah. He did not regard a partial
commentary of only some chapters as a work that was ready for
publication.

Nevertheless, this early work of the young Rabbi Breuer, sharp-witted
and energetic in his forties, deserves publication in its own right. In
the spirit of his later innovations, one might say that this commentary
1s also one of the different aspects that are revealed in the teachings of
Rabbi Mordechai Breuer.



knows when his day will come. Thus it is even more remarkable that

he never even hinted about a plan to publish a commentary on the
Book of Isaiah.

At the request of Professor Yochanan Breuer, the writer's son,
Tevunot Press sent the manuscript of the commentary on Isaiah to two
experts, and both recommended publishing it. Both said that they
found in the commentary meticulous and systematic interpretation of
the plain sense of scripture, clear explanations of the structure of the
prophecies and the relations between them, as well as a
comprehensive look at the Tanakh and "broad processes" of additional
prophets. Anyone familiar with Rabbi Breuer's writings will discern in
this work the beginnings of features that developed fully in his later
writings; however, in some cases it seems that the early writing was
even clearer and more comprehensive than what followed. Most of all
the systematic commentary of the prophecies stands out here by
disclosing the linguistic and conceptual links in scripture. Tevunot
Press accepted the evaluation of the readers and agreed to publish the
work.

An explanation of Rabbi Breuer's attitude towards the commentary on
Isaiah was already given in the Foreword: Rabbi Breuer regarded his
most important innovation as the "Aspects Theory" that he used to
understand the Torah; fascinated by the wealth he discovered in the
Torah by using it, he devoted most of his exegetical strength and
creativity to the application of this technique. Using it he reinterpreted
the Creation, the Flood, Abraham's Migration to the Promised Land,
the Selling of Joseph, the Ten Plagues, the Giving of the Torah, the
Laws of the Hebrew Servant and the Hebrew Maidservant, the Feast
of Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Bringing of the
Omer on the Day after the Sabbath. In other words, all of the "Pirge
Moadot" and the "Pirge Bereshit" and eventually the "Pirge Miqraot"



Introduction

Yosef Ofer

This commentary on the first six chapters of Isaiah was written about
50 years ago, but kept by the writer, my teacher, Rabbi Mordechai
Breuer of blessed memory. After his death it was found among his
papers and given to Tevunot Press, as described above in the
Foreword. When I received the manuscript, I could tell that the writer
had not touched it or corrected it since it was written. That was
evident from the fact that in a number of places he based his
commentary on a text different from that of the Aleppo Codex and
other accurate manuscripts.' Rabbi Breuer used the text in Tanakh le-
Yisrael, published in 1958, which he proofread, before he had
familiarized himself with the Aleppo Codex and other related
manuscripts. He regretted the fact that he had edited that Tanakh
before becoming familiar with the intricacies of the Masorah and the
accurate manuscripts. Nevertheless, he did not correct the biblical text
on which this commentary on the first chapters of Isaiah 1s based.

Throughout his life Rabbi Breuer felt that he needed to complete his
task on Earth and publish the new interpretations of the Torah that he
discovered. He was keenly aware of his plan for books and articles
and always feared that he would not be able to do it all, since no one

I. In the course of editing the manuscript, the text has been corrected to correspond
to that in the Tanakh edited by Rabbi Breuer. This was done in consultation with
his son, based on the assumption that he would have also done so had he
published the commentary himself.



"The lips of a [deceased] scholar, in whose name a statement is
reported in this world, move gently in the grave... What is the
Scriptural proof of this? And the roof of your mouth like the best wine
that glides down smoothly for my beloved, moving gently the lips of
those who are asleep” (B.T. Yevamot 97a). I feel that in publishing
this book, which is like the best wine that a blessing is found in it after
it had been hidden from the eye for many years, we move the lips of
those who are asleep. It was not an easy decision to print it since I had
not heard from Father and could not be sure that he had decided to
publish it. I hope that I have fulfilled his intention, and that with the
publication of this commentary, the first he wrote, but the last to be
printed, Father's lips move, reciting also the prayer that he appended
to the rest of his books: May this commentary be accepted by those
who love Torah and study it.

Yochanan Breuer



left it, he never returned to it. However, it may have resulted from his
exegetical method, which was clarified to him while working on this
commentary. He would expand his commentary, including every
detail in 1t, and developing an entire structure from it. As a result the
commentary on only six chapters reached the length of an entire book.
Thus he realized that preparing a systematic and complete
commentary, which would necessarily require omission of details,
would not satisfy him. Indeed, over the years he wrote about many
Biblical episodes, interpreting them in his own way, but did not write

a systematic commentary on any complete book.

Father's unique style 1s apparent in this commentary more than in any
of his writings. Not only do the rhythm and language echo Biblical
poetry, but the entire composition merges together with the words of
the prophet. He does not write in the manner of an outsider
interpreting someone else's book, but rather, he puts on the mantle of
the prophet and speaks in the latter's style. Reading this commentary
one has the feeling of reading the prophet's words in an expanded and
clarified form.

Prof. Yosef Ofer in his introduction to the book discusses the
commentary in the context of Father's exegetical work. He edited the
commentary thoroughly. He did not interfere with the content and
retained the beautiful style, but spared no effort to complete citations
of Biblical passages and paid attention to every detail. Thus the
commentary has been edited skillfully and 1s presented to the reader in
the best possible way. I compared the original version with the final
version presented here, and I can only praise the fine work, generosity
and devotion with which he helped pass on his mentor's teachings.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Tevunot Press for publishing
the book and for its professional care at every stage of the process.



Foreword

The commentaries written by my father that appeared up to now dealt
almost exclusively with the Torah. This publication is the first one
devoted to a book of the Prophets.

I recall that for a while (I believe around 1966) Father was writing a
commentary on the Book of Isaiah. However from 1967 on he
engaged 1n other projects, and I never knew what happened to this
commentary. We never discussed it.

After Father's death on 2007 I put his papers in order and wanted to
see if he had left any unpublished manuscripts. I was surprised to find
a complete and systematic commentary on the first six chapters of
[saiah, in a clean copy, partially typed.

I contacted Tevunot Press, which had already published several of
Father's books and was the natural venue for his thought and
publications. I proposed to them to examine the commentary and see
if a generation after it had been written it was still pertinent. The
commentary was sent to readers, who responded enthusiastically.

Consequently it was decided to publish it after editing by Prof. Yosef
Ofer.

Until his dying day Father was eager to publish his writings. Why did
he stop work on this commentary and not even hint at its publication?

[t may have been a result of chance circumstances. While he was in
the middle of this project, he was asked to edit the text of the Bible. In
order to do so, he put the Isaiah commentary aside, and once he had
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