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The United Nations, having in mind the
terms of their declaration of the 1*
January, 1942, are agreed that, while
public discussions on controversial
international questions are in general
desirable, in order to promote an
informed public opinion and
clarification of the issues involved, it is
undesirable that special view-points
should be pressed while the war is in
progress to such an extent as to create
undue anxiety among United Nations
and other friendly Governments and
peoples.

In this connection, the United
Nations have taken note of public
discussions and activities of a political
nature relating to Palestine and consider
that it would be helpful to the war effort
if these were to cease. As in the case of
other territorial problems, it is not, in
their view, essential that a settlement of

13013 NRIY
The Governments of the United States
and of the United kingdom, having in
mind the terms of the United Nations
declaration of the 1% January, 1942, are
agreed that while public discussions on
controversial international questions are
in general desirable in order to promote
an informed public opinion and
clarification of the issues involved, it is
undesirable that special viewpoints
should be pressed while the war is in
progress to such an extent as to create
undue anxiety among friendly
governments and peoples.

In this connection, the Governments
of the United Kingdom have taken note
of public discussions and activities of a
political nature relating to Palestine
which they consider are prejudical to
the maintenance of tranquility and
public order in the middle East. His
Majesty’s Government and the United



the Palestine question be achieved prior
to the conclusion of the war.
Nevertheless, if the interested Arabs
and Jews can reach a friendly
understanding through their own efforts
before the end of the war, such a
development would be highly desirable.

In any case, [(the British Government
has already stated that) no decision
altering the basic situation of Palestine
should be reached without full
consultation with both Arabs and Jews.
(But the British Government wishes to
make it clear that it has no intention of
permitting or acquiescing in any
changes brought about by force in the
status of Palestine or the administration
of the country. The United States
Government is in full accord with this

policy)].

FRUS 1943, vol. 1V,
pp. 791, 799-800.
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States Government consider that these
speculations should cease and that all
efforts should be concentrated on the
war. Continued controversy during the
war period can only prejudice the
chances of future agreement, although,
as stated on more than one occasion in
the past, any progress which can make
towards agreement regarding Palestine
will be warmly welcomed.

In any case, as His Majesty’s
Government have already stated, no
decision affecting the basic situation of
Palestine should be reached without full
consultation with all concerned,
including both Arabs and Jews; but they
wish to make it clear that they have no
intention of permitting or acquiscing in
forcible changes of any kind in the
statues of Palestine. The United States
Governments are in full accord with this
assurance.

W.P. (43) 278 (26.V1.1943)
CAB 66/38.
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