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Important piyyutim, because of their subject matter or the
fame of their author, were copied profusely. Others were neglected
and in the course of time were forgotten,

In the last years many important piyyutim and other prayers
have been discovered among the Genizah material, besides those
that are contained in well-known manuscripts. A large number has
been published by various scholars; many are awaiting pubhcatlon

Of this material (Genizah fragments, various manuscripts and
rare printed books) I am publishing 120 piyyutim. I have arranged
them according to the order of the Festive Days. Most of them
have been published by myself in Ha’a retz Otzar Yehudei Sefa-
for the ﬁrst time. But even those which have already been pnnted
have been re-examined for this edition.

The piyyutim are kaleidoscopic. The voices of the communities
of the Land of Israel and the various Diasporas are heard in them,
Some are simple in form and facile in language. Others are com-
posed in various meters and with diverse embellishments. Some
are of known authorship, others are anonymous.

I have included in this book two Purim parodies (“‘A Piyyut for
Purim that occurred on Simhat Torah™) and “Tikkun ha-yayin®
(No. 68-69). Was not a Purim parody included even in Mahzor
Vitry p. 583 ? (“Maariv for Purim” composed by Rabbi Menahem
ben Aharon).

My notes are few and concise, but I believe that I have not left
any difficult passage without comment.

I wish to express my thanks to my friends who encouraged me
and helped me with the publication of this volume — Prof. Shalom
Spiegel in New York, Mr. David Harry Cooper in Boston and
Dr. Jacob Kabakoff in Cleveland, as well as other friends who
evinced an interest in this book. My friends David Hacohen and his
brother Joseph made every effort to embellish the form of the book.

I also wish to express my thanks to my friend Rabbi Dr.
Joseph Marcus for translating the Introduction into English.

A, M. HABERMANN
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therefore, to bring here a description of a Payyetan as portrayed
by a great writer of our generation, Shmuel Yosef Agnon,in his
tale According to the Pains so is the Reward.

“When Ribbi Zedekiah took the quill in order to compose a
piyyut he asked permission from Him who is the Possessor of all,
Then he sat down, selected a few words on the tip of his quill,
examining each word whether it had a basis in Scripture or in the
words of our Sages. For the Holy One, blessed be He, had spoken
with our ancestors only in the language of the Written Law and
had made His covenant with us on the basis of the Oral Law.
Before beginning to write he searched his heart whether he was
not of those of whom it was written: “But to the wicked God
saith: What right hast thou to declare my laws?’ Having com-
posed his piyyut he read it aloud, joining a melody to the words.
At times the words melodized themselves. Sometimes it was a
melody received from his forebears who were masters of melody.
When the time for the piyyut was ripe he affixed it to his prayer
— if for Sabbath, in the Sabbath prayer; if for a Festival, in the
Festival prayer; if for Hoshana Rabba, in the Hoshanot; if for a
Fast-day, in the Fast-day prayers, and so on, in this order. When
he saw that the congregation was stirred by it he inserted it in the
Order of Prayers. And because he possessed humility and piety he
merited that his piyyutim were approved in heaven, and, being
approved in heaven they were accepted here below. And Leaders
in Prayer in the Holy Land, in Tyre and Sidon and in all the
Kingdoms of Edom and Ishmael, revered and sanctified with
Ribbi Zedekiah’s piyyutim the revered God who preserves us in
life in all our afflictions.”

The Hazzanim of olden times possessed a repertoire of piyyutim
composed by themselves, or by others. From time to time they
added to their repertoire when they came across something new.
We learn from the Genizah material that the Hazzanim were
informed by distant correspondents of newly composed piyyutim
which were very popular in those days. Some were occasional

piyyutim, composed for their times only, either of a general or
personal nature,
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permitting song and chant, the Sages introduced the words of
Torah and the teachings of the Rabbis into their liturgical poetry
— the piyyutim: ‘“The Government — writes Pirkoi ben Babboi
— decreed a persecution on the Jews of Palestine, forbidding
them to read the Shema and recite their prayers. They were per-
mitted, however, to gather in their Houses of Worship on Sabbath
morning to recite and chant the piyyutim. At the Morning Service
they recited the Maamad and Kedusha, and in the Musaf Service
they inserted the Shema. They did this out of necessity.”

After the persecution had ceased Mar Yehudai Gaon objected
to the recitation of piyyut. He said: “Now that the Holy One,
blessed be He, put an end to the Kingdom of Edom and annulled
its decrees, and the Ishmaelites came and permitted the study of
Torah, the recital of the Shema and prayer, it is not allowed to
recite anything besides the prayers fixed by our Sages (Genizah
Studies II, pp. 551-552).  This statement reflected the fear that
the recitation of piyyut and the additional prayers might displace
the study of Torah, and do away with part of the obligatory
prayers. The people, however, continued to recite piyyutim, and
poets and cantors delighted the worshippers with their compositions.

It is probable that in old times the poet was generally also the
cantor. He composed the piyyutim as well as their melodies, or
he recited them without any chant. The early poets, like Yose ben
Yose, Yannai, Elazar be-Rabbi Kalir (Eretz Israel 3rd to 6th
centuries), and others, were also cantors. In fact, the earliest
piyyutim were called Hazzanut. Yannai’s piyyutim are explicitly
called “Hazzanut Yannai.”

The names piyyut, payyat, payyetan are known. They are of
Greek origin. But the source of the name Hazzan, which denotes
also sexton, is unknown. There is an opinion that it is derived
from the root ‘hazoh’ — meaning “to see”, “to prophecy.” But
this is only a conjecture.

We do not possess a description of a Payyetan, neither do we
have any inkling as to his method of composition. The ancients
were interested only in the works of the sages and poets; they did
not record the details of their lives and deeds. It seems fitting,

1X
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the prayers was formulated and the times for prayer fixed, a place
was designated for it — the House of Worship. Several fixed
prayers are mentioned in the Torah: The Priestly Benediction
(Numbers 6, 24-26); The Recitation at the Offering of the First
Fruits (Deut. 26, 5-10); and the prayer at the Bringing of the
Tithe (ib. 26, 13-15). Other prayers in Scripture are occasional or
voluntary.

It was originally forbidden to write down prayers. The Sages
declared: “Those who write down Benedictions are as though
they burned the Torah.” (Sabbath 115b). They also forbad making
prayer a fixed task (Aboth II, 13). Thereby they wished to prevent
prayer from becoming a routine matter. However, in the course
of time the prohibition of writing down prayers was relaxed, and
expert scholars began to formulate and arrange the prayers lest
they be forgotten and the regular prayers be neglected. But even
then the Sages made it obligatory that something new should be
added daily to the fixed prayers. Prayers were instituted for week-
days, Sabbaths, New Moons and Festivals, with selections from
Scripture and the teachings of the Sages to suit the occasion.

Later the different communities added diverse matters suggested
by the requirements and changes of their times. They altered as
they saw fit, but without affecting the substance of the prayers.
On this subject Maimonides declares: “It is not permitted to
reduce from these (obligatory) prayers, but one may add to them.
If one wishes to pray all day one may do so — all the additional
prayers are like voluntary offerings.” (Yad Ha-Hazaka, Hilchot
Tefillah 1, 9, and Compare Berachot 21a).

The additions consisted of prayers and Psalms. In the course of
time a new type of composition was created, called piyyut. It con-
tained new subject matter: Description of the Temple Service,
versified Midrash and Halacha, as well as poetic compositions
occasioned by the events of the times.

As to the rise of piyyut Pirkoi ben Babboi (9th century Rabbinic
Scholar) reports in the name of Mar Yehudai Gaon (Sura, Baby-
lonia, 8th century), that as a result of a Government decree prohi-

biting_the study of Torah and assemblages for public prayer, yet
EieGiofmi. . o8 . .
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