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CIRCUMCISION OF STILLBIRTHS: BETWEEN CUSTOM, HALAKHA,
GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

Avraham (Rami) Reiner (pp. 453-476)

The custom to circumcise newborns who died before being circumcised by their
parents is addressed in a short but important responsum by R. Nahshon, Gaon of
Sura (872-879). This article examines the development of the practice, and the
way in which this geonic responsum was transmitted among later halakhic
authorities. Rabbis active in Rome in the late 11 — early 12t centuries rejected
this practice. Their approach that Halakhah is directed to the living and not to
the dead led them to dispute R. Nahshon’s responsum, taking liberties with its
language and contents in the process. In contrast, the Gaon's ruling was adopted
by the sages of Barcelona and Lucena. They offered various reasons in support
of their position, such as preventing the uncircumcised newborn’s descent to
Gehenna or assuring its place at the Resurrection of the Dead. These legal rulings,
examined more broadly, reveal their image of the world after death. The responsum
by the Italian sages opposing the practice was the basis for halakhic discussion
in Ashkenaz even though the custom of circumcising the dead was prevalent
there. The article concludes with an analysis of the tension between textual sources
and the custom as practiced.

EARLY VS LATE IN THE HISTORY OF KABBALISTIC IDEAS
IN NAHMANIDES” TORAH COMMENTARY
Oded Yisraeli (pp. 477-506)
Nahmanides was an important medieval commentator of the Torah, but he was

also among the first Kabbalists in 13 century Spain. Both these aspects find
expression in his literary method of presenting the Kabbalistic along with the
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