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relationship between halacha and prophecy, the precise status of both biblical
and rabbinic mitzvot. The second section treats halachic matters, focusing on
analyses in the shorashim of Sefer Ha-Mitzvot: the parameters of the law of lo
tasur, the status of halachot derived from the middot, the status of mitzvot that do
not have lasting application. In the third section as well, many fundamental topics
come under the microscope: reward and punishment in this world according to
medieval Jewish philosophical positions; the need for preserving one’s health
and the question of visiting a doctor; paths that lead to the love of God, whether
by observing nature or specifically the miracles that disrupt it; the contours of
mitzvot that preserve the framework of the Oral Torah, including zaken mamre,
lo tasur, and bal tosif; the status of the prophecies and mitzvot that preceded the
giving of the Torah; and an extended analysis of how halacha treats the incidence

of miracles.



ABSTRACT

In my two-volume set Derech Nesher, Rambam’s (1135-1204) Sefer Ha-Mitzvot
is presented as a bridge and intersection between his works of machshava (More
Nevuchim, Shemona Perakim, and his epistles) and works of halacha (Perush
Ha-Mishna, Mishne Torah). In the section on shorashim in his Sefer Ha-Mitzvot,
Rambam grounds his halachic derech in prior principles that are predicated upon
his derech in machshava. Our guiding premise is that in order to understand the
depth of Rambam’s words in his complete oeuvre — to grasp the one spirit that
permeates all his works — one should delve into his Sefer Ha-Mitzvot.

Ramban (1194-1270), Rambam’s scholarly opponent, similarly spans all fields
of Torah in his works — from his commentary on the Torah that deals in Jewish
thought and kabbalah, to his commentary on the Talmud that treats halachic
matters, all the way down to his sermons and halachic compositions. Among
his works is a set of “glosses” on the Sefer Ha-Mitzvot, both on the shorashim
and on many specific mitzvot. Investigation and analysis of the disputes between
Rambam and Ramban in Sefer Ha-Mitzvot lead, on the one hand, to the discovery
of sources of dispute stemming from the world of machshava, and, on the other,
to witnessing the development of disputes in the world of halacha.

This is the fundamental principle that serves as the basis for the present work:
the plumbing of the disputes between Rambam and Ramban in Sefer Ha-Mitzvot
by means of seeking out their foundations in Rambam’s More Nevuchim, epistles,
and introductions and in Ramban’s Perush al Ha-Torah and his other works
of machshava and kabbalah, and tracking the development of their divergent
opinions in the world of halacha.

Volume One, which covers the first three shorashim of Sefer Ha-Mitzvot,
discusses many key topics. The first section deals with medieval philosophic
thought: miracles, God’s perfection and the perfection of the world and Torah

He created, prophecy more generally and Mosaic prophecy in particular, the
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