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Survey of This Issue

Welcome to Issue 217 - Nissan 5776 of HaMa’ayan. As you can see, this
issue differs slightly from previous issues in appearance and organization
in accordance with the renewal that the Shlomo Aumann Institute is
currently undergoing. Inter alia, the section describing new Torani books
received and the English abstracts have been substantially abridged.

As usual, this issue features diversified topics addressed by a
heterogeneous assemblage of authors, among them: identifying an
ancient manuscript of Maimonides’ son Avraham, and newly published
novellae of Rav Weinberg zt”/, author of the Seridei Eish, attitude to
the Bar Kokhva Revolt and halakhot of counting the omer, narrative-
historical clarification of the beginning of our forefathers’ descent to
Egypt and clarifications concerning the Tabernacle and its implements,
laws of ‘lifting of the hands’ to confer blessing for a priest [kohen]
whose hands are tattooed, and correction of a widespread error in
the understanding of the rules of the menstruant [niddah], as well as
eulogies for three precious personalities who have recently passed away:
Prof. David Merzbach, among the longtime subscribers of HaMa‘ayan,
and Rav Cooperman and Rav Posen, both of them among the longtime
contributing authors of HaMa‘ayan, all three of them prominent ‘Torah im
Derekh Eretz’ [implementing Gd’s will in the real world] figures, spirited
activists, each in his own field, who merited to exert great influence
on the life of Torah in the Land and to raise upright generations in the
newly constructed Land of Israel. The Responses and Comments section
is greatly expanded this time, and includes brief comments on matters
raised in previous issues as well as several extensive discussions: on the
topics of women’s modesty, the correct relationship to ‘leniency by sale’
[of the Land to ameliorate Sabbatical restrictions], our Sages’ chronology,
and more. The authors are, as stated, from across the Torani (Torah-
oriented) spectrum, among them young students along with prominent
rabbinic scholars, Torani men of science and bookmen of every stripe,
young teachers (ramim) and businessmen who occupy themselves with
Torah, from the Land of Israel and overseas. I am in great distress over
the dozens [!] of good, important articles whose publication we have
been again forced to reject due to space limitations in each issue.

The editors of HaMa’ayan and the directors of the Yeshivat Sha" alvim

and Shlomo Aumann Institute wish our subscribers and readers a happy

and kosher Passover, good tidings to one and all, and may we soon merit
to eat ‘the offerings and the Paschal sacrifices’.

Yoel Catane
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