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7% Syetonius, The Twelve Caesars, Julius XLI11, Nero XXXII (written in 127 CE).
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thar all orhers faced as well. Libanius® story abour his peril under Gallus was
a forrunate one. A philosopher named Epigonus and an orator named
Eusebius were arrested by Gallus on the grounds char Montius, when arracked
ar the behest of Gallus, had cried our o two men (otherwise unidentified)
named Epigonus and Eusebius.** Both men were tortured, as was a man
named Apollinaris, a retired official, and his father, then serving as a provin-
cial governor, on the charge of conspiracy because an unaurhorized purple
cloak was discovered ro have been made ar Tyre.** Arthanasius, admitredly
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3 Emperor Theodosius Avgustus to Maximinus, Count
of the Sacred Imperial Largesses.

All persons, of whatsoever sex, rank, skill, profession,
or family, shall abstain from the possession of chat kind of
material which is dedicated only to the Emperor and to
His household. Nor shall any person at his home weave or
make silk cloaks or tunics which have been colored with
purple dye and woven with no admixture of anything else,
Men shall bring forth from their homes and deliver the

tunics and cloaks that are dyed in all parts of their texture

with the blood of the purple shellfish. No threads dyed
with purple dye shall be interwoven, mor shall threads
colored by the same dye be spun out and made strong by
the shrill sounding loom.” Garments of all-purple must be

] pg *

surrendered to the treasury and must be immediately
offered. There is no reason why any man should complain
of having been deprived of the price, becanse it shall suffice
that he oblains impunity for the violation of the law that
he trampled underfoot, nor is there any reason why he
should have oceasion to worry about profits, since his life
does not have to be placed at stake. But let no man now by
suck 2 concealment incur the peril of the toils of the new
constitution ;* otherwise he shall sustain the danger of in-
volvement in a ¢rime similar to that of high treason.

Given on the seventeenth day before the bolends of February at

Constontingple in the year of the comsulship of the Mozt Noble
Fictor.—Jdanuary 18, 424.
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"3 Potter 2004, pg. 482.
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® Random House Webster's College Dictionary, Hyacinth, "L hyacinthus, Gk
hyakinthos: blue larkspur, a gem of blue color".
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The murex shell, which alludes to the local purple dye industry, is
frequently found on the reverse of coina of Tyre during the Imperial
period. Heaps of shells in 'T'yre and Sidon, crushed and broken, appear
us debriv cast away by ancient manufacturers, At the end of the nine.
teenth century a visitor to "T'yre strolled along the shore, he queried:
"What are those great heaps on the plain a little way back from the
shore? They are simply masses of sea-shell of two or three species
{ Murex trunculus and Murex brandaris). They are the silent witnesses
to an extinct industry of Tyre"'™
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The production of Tyrian purple was an exceedingly
laborious process. The spiny dye-murex snail lives on
the sandy Mediterranean bottom at depths ranging
from 30 to 500 feet (10 to 150 meters). Nine thousand
snails were needed to produce | gram (0.035 ounce)
of dye. The dye was made from a colorless liquid in
the snail's hypobranchial gland. The gland sacs were
removed, crushed, soaked with salt, and exposed to
sunlight and air for some days; then they were subject
to controlled boiling and heating
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indigo, due primarily to plant impurities. The natural product also
contains variable amounts of indirubin (red indigo), indigo gluten,
indigo brown, and mineral matter. Practically all of these materials
are either destroyed in the dyebath or are eliminated in the wash
waters, thus having little effect on the color (Matthews, 410). The
greater the percentage of impurities, such as red indigo, the harder
the natural product will be, making it more difficult to grind to pow-
der. Also, red indigo reduces more slowly than normal indigo; thus
natural indigo with a high indirubin content is harder to reduce (Mat-
thews, 410-11).
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.(411- 410 /Y
Art Craft Natural Dyeing: Traditional Recipes Modern Use, J. N. Liles, 1990, pg.56 — quoting
from Joseph Merritt Matthews, Wiley, 1920, pg. 410-411.
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206 pliny ibid. Translation: Rackham, 1938.
207 Book 1X, Chap. 64. - Fabrics Called Conchyliated.
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212 Corpus luris Civilis, issued from 529 to 534 by order of Justinian I, Eastern Roman
Emperor 4.40.1. See also 11.8.9.
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What is collected in Pontus and Gaul is black because these regions

arc ncarest to the north. As we proceed between the north and west
it becomes a leaden blue.
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21> Random House Webster's College Dictionary, Hyacinth, "L hyacinthus, Gk

hyakinthos: blue larkspur, a gem of blue color".

218 vsitruvius, de Architectura, Book VII Ch. 13:2. Cited by Forbes & Brill 1964,

Pages 117-118.

Charlton, - 79105 ,51N55 NV ,MIMNY-"11DT YaN”7 IPNPNY “lividum” NN 7PVYA NDMIN
1890.
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Greeks were slow to describe the sky as blue and grass as green
because qualities other than hue were more arresting. Only with
the systematizing of colour was the need fele for creating a

blue-green vocabulary (see further chapter one p. 29 and n, 46 on
that nasel.
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