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He had ceased from all His work ‘ln:NsD")DDﬁ;W 1;*;1:1&%‘1
which God had created for it to con- B mwy‘; D‘ﬁIDN NW;'ﬂWN

tinue to work.

4. These are the products of the YN D‘EW"! l"l'i'l‘?'lﬁ 'I'?N 4
heaven and the earth which had

(L e

angels — necessarily gives the possibility of error and going astray, he will
have to be educated up to the recognition of the Truth from his own free-
will and to practise goodness of his own free-will. So that although God'’s
work in the history of Nature was completed, His work in the history of
mankind and the further continuous management of natural conditions
to be His educational means for mankind had only begun with the
seventh day: Naw X% DYyTM DPIX NIXIHD NIW WA NKIe (R 74).
This education of the human race to the spiritual and ‘moral height of
being "Adam” was entrusted to the Sabbath. The whole following
history of God's managements and revelations have no other purport
than to lead the Sabbath to victory, to make it ever more and more — as
our sages so pithily put it — 2w %3, to create for itself ever more and more
intimately related consorts. That is why He blessed it and made it holy;
and the guarantee for the irrefutable achievement of this spiritual and moral
purpose of the Sabbath lies in the words mMwy? ‘X X712 WK, that God had
not only shaped this world for this purpose, but that He had actually
created it, its material and forces, for this purpose. This repetition of WX
X732 at the conclusion of the charter of the Sabbath and of the history of
the Creation is the granitic rock on which the whole rests. The same God
Who has set Man to reach his goal of his own spiritually-and-morally-free-
will, has of His Own Free Will — pP¥»n ©° — called the whole material and
spiritual world into being. So that there can be nothing in this whole world
that stands hinderingly in the way of this free-willed spiritual and moral
goal of mankind; yea, which does not exactly correspond to and further the
attainment of this goal. This gradual winning mankind to what is good
and true was God’s purpose from the beginning. That is why the ultimate
attainment of this goal is the one victory which is absolutely sure and
certain.

V. 4. 1) oXI2ma pRm 0w mTAn a%K. This can not mean: such
was, or this is, the genealogy or origin of the heaven and earth. Firstly be-
cause 19X at the beginning of a sentence as a rule refers to what follows, but
nothing is said further about the origin of the heaven and earth. Then MT®n
does not refer back to parents but to children. MT%n N1 MT%N BT M0
sxynw® MT9N ,mn etc. do not refer to the origin of Adam, Noah, Terah
etc., but to the offspring that they had begotten, produced. Finally m7#n
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already been given in their creation D‘filﬂt{ i iy, 51;3 Dﬁ'!;':: é
on the day when God made easth “ ° 7 ° " 7 S

and heaven. : DW’Q nﬁ .

is just the expression for the most natural organic begetting, whereas, as we
have seen, M2 the specific growth purely out of the Will of God, creating
something out of nothing, the very opposite of T1%n is stressed with such
extreme emphasis on the origin of heaven and earth. There would be no
more unsuitable expression for that origin than Mm%\, Hence we have
taken it to refer solely to the products of heaven and earth, and this embra-
ces everything which now, after the creation is produced by the combined
work of the heavens and the earth. This is accordingly the heading for the
whole series of the development of the natural phenomena of the world
which appear before our eyes after the creation. They are certainly the
natural productions of the heavens and the earth; but it is significantly added
for us: ox"ama. This whole series of the developments from the heavens
and the earth which follow was contained in the Creation. The heavens and
the earth do not stand in the active relation to these, their products, but in
passive; not as creating godheads, but as themselves being creations. Their
products seem natural to us, because they are produced according to the laws
of their nature which we constantly see in action, but this nature of theirs
is something that was created. The laws, according to which they work,
produce and develop, are those that were implanted in them by the Creator
at their creation, and all YXm 2R NMTMN were given OXY2M and have
their origin in their creation. This passivity of the earth at their products —
which here is expressed by the 7 of the Niphal — is only realised by the
thinking man. To the superficial glance throughout the ages this passivity
disappears. To its eye, the i1, which to the thinker stamps passivity and
feminine dependence on the heavens and the earth, is X7y, small and dis-
appearing, hence, according to the Massora this has also to be written
small. Through the constant mighty working of His creations, the Almighty
Creator Himself escapes their notice. The o273 escapes them through the
n"n. Where they should recognise 0°72) they pray to &°8RM2. It was only
the clear-sighted mind of an Abraham that saw this 7, the dependent nature
of the heavens and the earth. The recognition of this 1, which escaped the
eye of the ordinary glance was his mar, his merit, and made him the leader
of the monotheistic conception of there being but One Creator and Lord
of Heaven and Earth — thoughts which may lie beneath the saying of the
sages (in 24 943): DX MO ,OKI27(2) — (DXIIT is an anagram on the
name onax LL.).

But this thought, that the laws of Nature are something created
by God, is not sufficient by itself for us to understand the further products
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of the heavens and the earth, or to teach us the right estimation of them.
We are given another factor for our appreciation, without which we should
not properly understand matters and events. This forms the contents of the
second half of the verse: —

2N PR K 7 mwy ov2. Here it says M@y not MM3: we meet
here a new name of God, '; and here the earth is placed before the heavens,
whereas otherwise it has always been P30 £°nw or rather PIkm 2°nw. Let us
first try to understand what is meant by the name ‘7. Even if the deep essen-
tial nature of God which is contained in this Name must always remain un-
fathomable to us, we still have to figure out to ourselves what of the meaning
of this Name is meant to be accessible to us. Our sages already tell us to take
it as the D»n0 M, as the management of God exercised in love, as God
being the God of Love for Humanity, This already shows us how far off the
idea “Eternal” is from its real meaning, and how this conception, which this
Name is usually taken to imply, is not in the least adequate, and certainly
does not express anything like the whole meaning. “Eternal” is a metaphy-
sical, transcendental conception which has scarcely any practical application to
anything else, certainly not to our own lives and existence. An Eternal Being
would present to us the nature of the Being in itself. To ascribe to it the
quality of eternity would tell us no more than that, but would not give the
slightest indication of the nature of His working and rule. The thought
“Eternal”’ leaves our hearts cold, contains nothing for our lives, and hence
has no relationship whatsoever with £°»n371 nm. The four-lettered name of
God, with whatever punctuation one thinks of it — the traditional points
are those under the MY B with which we pronounce it — does not present
itself as the present tense of an intransitive form of the Kal, but as the
transitive form of the Piel or Hiphil of the root 7°7; not the existing one,
but the one who gives, dispenses existence, causes existence, also not Who
did cause existence, but Who is always ready to give new existence, and
that is, in its full depth, the 2»mn nm. God is not some eternal “Ancient
One of Days” (Dan. VIL,9. LL.) Who, after He had created the world,
now reposes in the depth of His eternal existence, He is 752 o™h o%p¥
&#y, the living ever ruling God, from Whom not only the whole past
originated, but Who grants every coming moment in accordance with the
educational requirements of mankind, Who is ready to grant every moment-—
however much the past may have forfeited it — new fresh life out of
the abundance of His Almighty Love and Compassion. 0% is 1T, is the
Creator and director of the world Who gives law and order and measure and
limits which must be kept. Had there been no Man created in this world, no
creature gifted with freedom of will and so having the possibility to deviate
from his right path, there would be no necessity for the @»mv1 n» for the
development of the world. All the creations, except Man, move irrefutably
along the track indicated for them in the Creation, and all the developments,
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all the yam ot M0 would simply be the product of the oxmam, of
the laws of growth and development which the law-giving Creator had
instilled in them. With Man, endowed with freedom of will, and her.ce the
ability to go astray, and who had first to be educated to his true high ca! calling,
the 0'nmn N entered. The rule of God in compassionate love, which allows
mankind to continue in spite of its errors, which leads it over its deviations,
to the Truth, over its aberrations back to faithful attention to duty, is
always ready to grant fresh life and a new future, and forms the @mwa MY n
YR according to the contemporary requirements of the education of man-
kind. This method of God's ruling, arranging the further develcpment of the
world in accordance with the deserts and requirements of mankind, is already
expressed in the preceding verse by the word MWwy%, and that is what is
represented by the Name ‘1. As 2°p%R, God had created heaven and earth
and fixed its development on law and order; as ‘7 He interferes with this
development, and alters and regulates it every second in accordance with
its purpose, the education of mankind. There, in the physical arrangement
of the world, earth is dependent on the heavens; here, in the spiritual moral
considerations for ruling the world, for which the physical was created,
the heaven is swayed by the contemporary behaviour of mankind on earth,
hence the heaven is dependent on the earth. There, it always says D"awn
YR, here, D"nwY PWE. DWRN YR R T MWy 0V is just the seventh day, on
which God introduced Sabbath into the Creation, placed His whole work
of heaven and earth in the service of educating Man to be “Adam”, and
made the continuance and purpose of the world dependent on the realisation
of such education. For with Man the Name 7 was added to 2P"R and
there are two factors which rule the further development of the world: a)
the ordinary laws of nature which God had already set in the original Cre-
ation and b) the guidance and modification which the same God gives every
moment to this development with reference to, and in consideration of, the
behaviour of mankind. “All the natural products of the working of the
heavens and the earth result firstly in accordance with their original creation,
and secondly they are caused by the day that God made the earth and the
heaven dependent on the free-willed deeds of Man”, and it is the Name "'
pp?%"” which guides us through history.

DY PR DWIR T MRy O DRIATA POIRTY M MW UK
“These are the given products of the heaven and the earth which were
already in their creation, with the day that God, as "X "7 formed earth and
heaven'’. This introductory sentence to the history of the world is at the
same time a protestation against any deification of nature, and against the
mistake of thinking that the physical development of the world has nothing
to do with the moral behaviour of mankind. The name "Rp*8 ‘7’ gives
us a glance at the physical and moral order of the world, and of God's
rule and His methods with nature and history. Abraham had understood
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5. All growth of the field was =pm o9 H'TIWI:I U‘W*'ﬁl 5

still before it occurred on the earth . :
y . -
all herbage of the field was nEB - D"HJQ ﬂ:@ﬂ 32735’ 5?3 m

! r Yoy
still before it sprouted, for God 'IJQ D‘.‘l’)ﬂ ;"Ij:'l" OO NIJ b
had not caused it to rain upon the '

the one name B*P?X and undeterred by y™m pwwn NN, by what was
going on in the world, he had come to understand this Name by hearkening
to, and considering God in nature. Therefore God picked him out to teach
the Name ‘7 also, His Name as the Ruler in history, the One Who creates
and orders the moral world. But this name became apparent, yT3, really
known, only when Abraham’s descendants had grown into a people to
whom all the conditions necessary for becoming a nation, were — from
the point of view of the ordinary physical order of the world — entlrcly
lacking. They were to receive their physical existence as a nation from the
Hand of God only by means of their moral behaviour which they attained
by their giving themselves up to, and having faith in, God. The whole of the
bistory of Israel is a revelation of the Name. Our response to the idea 71 is
our moral subordination to the Will of God, the placing of the whole of our
existence in His service. It is accordingly completely understandable that we
call ' by the name: ‘W (The name ‘71 is untranslateable, we therefore pro-
pose to use the name God in italics to designate ' and God in ordinary print
for o°p?®, which is more of an attribute than a name of God. But we must
refrain from attempting to indicate in the translation, that most significant
combination of both names ‘X ).

V. 5. The previous verse was the introduction to the history of man-
kind, and showed us the further development of the world after its creation
to be dependent on the existence and behaviour of Man. Then this verse takes
the story back again to the moment when creation is at a standstill awaiting
its further development which is dependent on Man. At the same time it
shows us that the fact which is expressed in general terms in the previous
verse is functioning at once with the very entry of Man into the world. It
also shows us at the same time special phases in the training of Man, which
give us an understanding of his nature in relation to his high position and
calling in the world, which has already been mentioned in the description
of his creation in the series of the other creations.

The words T2 and 7™ which occur here for the first time, show
at once that we are now in the realm of mankind. Until now it has always
used the general term Y. But 12 is that piece of ground that a man lays
claim to for the purpose of obtaining food: a field. 7 could well be
related to mm the root of T2, the maternal breast, in which in a similar
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