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With regard to the Hallel that many shuls have the practice of reciting on the Seder night after Ma’ariv,
this practice is only for those who will be davening with a tzibur, and not at all relevant to those who
will be davening alone, without a minyan. Even a large family that has a self contained minyan, but
will be having the Seder together, should not recite this extra Hallel at the conclusion of Ma’ariv. The
extra Hallel after Maariv is only recited when there will be a larger crowd for Ma’ariv and additional

pirsumei nisa (publicizing of the miracle).
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The Piyut of Tal which is recited on Pesach was only instituted when davening with a tzibur and not
when davening alone. One can certainly recite it if they wish, but there is no mandate based on the

existing custom to do so.
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Rabbi Soloveitchik maintained that in order to change the manner in which we describe Hashem from
“One who brings the rain” to “One who brings the dew” we require the authorization of the community
and therefore an individual may not undertake to make this change himself. However, since there is
no existent tzibur davening together at this point each individual should recite Morid HaTal in their
private Mussaf prayer on the first day of Pesach. When all of the individuals across the Jewish world
recite Morid HaTal in their private Mussaf this will create a “resolution of the community” that will be
effective in changing the Nusach of our seasonal description of Hashem. However, from Mincha of that
day and onward, those who daven Nusach Ashkenaz will stop saying Morid HaTal and those who daven

Nusach Sefard will continue to say it, each one according to their custom.
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For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



