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favour the custom which is called burning the mat, by which any individual, whether Mahometan, Jew, or
Christian, may appeal to the justice of the grand seignior from the oppression or injustice of his officers. The
petitioner, on these occasions, appeals in the street, near the mosque to which the sultan is going, and has
on his head a bit of burning mat, at the same time bearing aloft his petition, which is lifted up to the officer,
whose business it is to receive and put it into a bag’ (W. Eton, A Survey of the Turkish Empire, London 1799,
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