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Summaries

Chaim Cohen

The Idioms W2 %W / -2 wx nPW and the Literary Structure
of Amos 1:3-2:5 in Light of the Amarna Letters

The interdialectal equivalence BH wXa nyw / -2 WX n9W = EA ina/ana
isati wussuru ‘to send up in flames’, first proposed by Zipora Cochavi-
Rainey (Lésonénu 60 [1997], pp. 174-175), sheds important light on the
origin and cohesiveness of the literary structure of Amos 1:3-2:5. Just as
the BH expression =2 WX nW, found six times in Amos 1:3-2:5 (together
with one occurrence of the variant expression “2 WX N°%77 in Amos 1:14),
is part of a relatively uniform literary formula describing the future
destruction by fire (as Divine retribution) of seven different cities, so too
its Akkadian interdialectal equivalent, found four times in EA 185:16-41,
is part of a relatively uniform Akkadian literary formula describing the
conquest and destruction by fire of four different cities by the Hapiru. It is
noteworthy that =3 WX nYW and its variant =2 WX N°3¥7 occur in the Bible
with God as the subject, whereas WX2 n9W and its variant WX2 n°¥7 have
human subjects. This new textual evidence in light of the semantic
equivalence of EA inalana isati wussuru = BH WR2 n%W / -2 WX NV leads
to a greater appreciation of the structural cohesiveness of Amos 1:3-2:5
(in comparison with EA 185:16-41) and provides significant support for
the assumption that the author of the Book of Amos made use of an early
literary formulaic structure (similar to that found in EA 185:16-41)
adapting it in accordance with his own prophetic style.
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Nahem Ilan

7R @M

The Biblical expression 739x 03 (Lev. 10:3) was generally understood
as ‘and Aaron held his peace’ both in Hebrew commentaries and in the
Aramaic translation attributed to Onkelos. The Hebrew root 0”»7/0”11
signifies ‘to whisper’, and even ‘to cry’ or ‘to mourn’. Interestingly
some variants of Onkelos, attested only in Yemenite and European
commentaries to tractate 4vot, translate 87 “nawy” (=and he praised).

The source for all the commentaries and citations noted here is
probably Maimonides’ commentary (originally written in Arabic) to
Avot 3:3. The two variants reflect not only two meanings of the Hebrew
root 0”17/0”71, but also two concepts of the appropriate reaction to the
astounding death of Aaron’s sons as well: to keep silent or even to mourn
on the one hand, or to eulogize or glorify God on the other.

Yohanan Breuer

The Hebrew Component in the Aramaic
of the Babylonian Talmud

A typical feature of every Jewish language is a wide Hebrew
component. This article describes the Hebrew component in the
Aramaic of the Babylonian Talmud, covering the following topics:

1. How can we decide (a) if a word is of Hebrew origin and (b) to what
extent it became part of Babylonian Aramaic;

. How Hebrew words were adapted to the Aramaic system;

. What Aramaic lexical domains Hebrew words tended to penetrate;

. Changes in form and meaning;

. The relationship between the penetrating Hebrew word and its
Aramaic counterpart (i.e., the original Aramaic word disappears, the
semantic field is divided between the Hebrew and the Aramaic words,
etc.).

AW N
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Joseph Katz

Where Did the Hasmonean Brothers Come From?

This article offers an alternative to the usual explanation for the
epithets appended to the names of the Hasmonean brothers, the sons of
Mattathias the priest (I Macc. 2:1-5). Generally understood to reflect
personal characteristics — such as Maccabeus (sledgehammer, from the
Hebrew Makevet) for Judas — I propose that the epithets indicate the
villages where the brothers lived and owned property. The suggested
correspondences are as follows: Joannes Gaddi — the village of Deir
Qaddis, near the ruin of Deir el-Jidi; Simon Tarsi (Tassi) — Budrus; Judas
Maccabaeus — Qibya; Eleazar Auran — Beit Horon — Beit ‘Ur; Jonathan
Apphos or Sapphos — Saffa. If correct, this conjecture may reflect a reality
where the brothers acted as leaders of villages in the vicinity of Modiin
and acquired their epithets accordingly.

Joshua Blau

Between Indirect Questions and Relative Clauses
in Modern Hebrew

Sentences like 727% "» @y PR (‘there is no one to talk to’), formally
containing an indirect question in semantically extended function
(denoting possibility, etc.), are quite frequent in modern Hebrew. The
indirect question has as its nucleus an infinitive with modal function, a
structure frequently found in European languages. In biblical Hebrew
extended indirect questions are well attested, yet without the infinitive as
nucleus. Since in biblical Hebrew not only indirect questions but relative
clauses as well are introduced by *»/nn, rather than by ~w *»n / “w nn, it is
sometimes difficult to distinguish between them. In rabbinic Hebrew,
and in its wake in modern Hebrew, these clauses are formally
differentiated: indirect questions are introduced by °»/nn, and relative
clauses are introduced by “Ww *» / @ 7. In rabbinic Hebrew the use of the
infinitive as nucleus of these extended indirect questions is marginal, yet
attested.
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Miri Horvits

7”9 as a Linguistic Characteristic
in Hayim Hazaz’s Stories

Verbs and verbal phrases derived from the root %790 are common
enough in Hayim Hazaz’s works to be considered a "linguistic
characteristic," part of the linguistic profile of the author’s narrative
register. In five of his books and in twenty-two of his short stories, 120
occurences of 7”7 were found. Some reflect Mishnaic and talmudic
usage, whereas others are new. The latter are the main concern of this
study.

A synchronic description of the variant meanings of 7”70 in new
phrasal derivations in Hazaz’s stories seems to elicit that most of the
semantic variations are manifestations of one basic meaning — the
standard meaning of %”7v, which, in the biblical stratum, denotes wild
quick devouring. The semantic panorama of 7”70 in Hazaz’s works falls
into four semantic-syntactic categories: a syntactic pattern that denotes
(a) a sharp swift action in an emotive conversation; (b) the tone of speech
in an emotive conversation; (c) the speech act in an emotive conversation;
and (d) a sharp swift action, not necessarily in a conversational
environment. In all these categories, 7”70 functions as a modifier. In
other words, it is §”70’s semantic qualities that determine each phrase’s
specific meaning.

David Talshir

Transformations in the Meaning of 9w and vy

During the biblical and Mishnaic eras, when Hebrew was still a living
language, nesher denoted ‘vulture’. Biblical fayit was a collective noun for
‘a flock of scavenger birds’; however, this word is not found anywhere in
the Mishna. In the following generations, when the Jewish people were
not close to nature and Hebrew ceased to be their living language, nesher
came to mean ‘eagle’ whereas fayif remained unutilized. In the nineteenth
century some innovations were introduced as authors of Hebrew
zoological books sought names for each and every species; they
continued to use nesher for ‘eagle’, and designated dayya for ‘vulture’
and da?a for ‘kite’.
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The 1920s, when Hebrew was in the process of revival, saw the
initiation of a radical change in the use of nesher and fayit. In a zoology
handbook from 1923, Israel Aharoni, following Henry Baker Tristram,
named the ‘vulture’ nesher, in accord with biblical usage. The name
dayya, until then used for ‘vulture’, he reserved for ‘kite’ (formerly da?a),
and for ‘eagle’ he chose fayit, which until then had remained unutilized.
He picked fayit because of its phonetic similarity to detdc, the Greek
name for ‘eagle’. This was an original but rash innovation, since it is
without roots in the sources, has no etymological justification, and,
mainly, because eagles do not eat carrion.

In the second half of the twentieth century, when the Academy of the
Hebrew Language reviewed these names, some scholars argued, on
linguistic grounds, that nesher should be the name for ‘eagle’, while fayit
was more appropriate for ‘vulture’. The plenum eventually decided to go
along with Aharoni’s unwarranted suggestion and retain nesher ‘vulture’
and fayit ‘eagle’. The rationale for this decision lay in the inherent power
of the living language, which was not adequately evaluated by the
linguists. Since the names were actually identified with living creatures,
Aharoni’s innovation took roots. After two generations of intensive use
of nesher for ‘vulture’ and fayit for ‘eagle’ in many and variegated
circumstances — at school, in the field, in laboratories, on trips, in the
army and in the press — these names have become part and parcel of the
living language. As the power of a natural language is measured by its
capacity to develop independently, unbound by learned prescription, the
use of nesher for ‘vulture’ and fayit for ‘eagle’ was bound to persist.

Dan Becker

An Abridged Kitdb al-‘Ayn: One of the Main
Arabic Sources of the Lexical Comparisons
in Ishaq Ben Barin’s Kitab al-Muwdzana

The sole comprehensive medieval Jewish work devoted to a linguistic
comparison of Hebrew and Arabic - treating both grammatical and
lexical matters — is Ishaq Ben Bartn’s Kitdb al-Muwdzana bayna al-Luga
al-‘Ibraniyya wal-‘Arabiyya (= Book of comparison between the Hebrew
and the Arabic languages). Written in the late eleventh century, in Spain,
this work is extant in fragmentary form only.
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Careful comparison of the lexical part of Ben Bartn’s work to other
works, particularly to Kitab al-‘Ayn, revealed extensive use of an abridged
version of this work by the Arab—Spanish linguist al-Zubaydi (d. 989),
titled Muxtasar al-‘Ayn. My findings were that Ben Bariin certainly used
this abridgment, alongside Kitdb al-‘Ayn itself, as a main source for the
Arabic examples for his lexical comparisons in the second part of Kitdb
al-Muwazana. Fifteen representative examples out of more than a
hundred are cited to demonstrate this reliance.

Judith Rosenhouse and Rotem Kowner

Fukuko Kuriyagawa, Fundamentals of the Hebrew Language, Tokyo:
Daigako-Shurin, 1998, 464 pp. [Japanese]

This new volume belongs to the limited club of books on teaching
Hebrew language as a foreign language published in Japan in Japanese.
Its author, Dr. Fukuko Kuriyagawa, who holds a degree in Hebrew
language from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, has been teaching
Hebrew in Japan for several years, and the book is the outgrowth of her
practical experience with Japanese students.

The book, intended for teacher-aided rather than independent study,
contains an introduction, ten chapters (lessons), and four appendixes.
Each lesson includes a short text in Hebrew, its translation into Japanese,
and a phonetic transcription of the Hebrew text. Grammatical discussions
related to aspects of pronunciation and writing, morphology and syntax,
as well as to many high-frequency expressions and collocations which
make up important parts of the modern Hebrew vocabulary, follow the
Hebrew texts. The appendixes include: (1) the text of the lessons in cursive
script, (2) a grammatical subject index, (3) a Japanese—Hebrew glossary,
and (4) a list of references in Hebrew, Japanese, and English.

The material assembled in the volume imparts to the learner many of
the historical layers that make up modern Hebrew, mostly in the
framework of sample sentences or in pseudo-exercises (Where answers are
immediately supplied). As opposed to books used to teach Hebrew in
Israel, which have a strong cultural-historical component, the examples
used by Kuriyagawa are highly personal in nature, as well as Japanese-
learner oriented.
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The review discusses the contents and method of presentation as well
as the mixed registers found in the book. It also notes the importance of
this book for teaching Hebrew in Japan, where a very small percentage of
the population knows anything at all about the Hebrew language.

Nachum M. Bronznick

Joseph Yahalom, Priestly Palestinian Poetry: A Narrative Liturgy for the
Day of Atonement, Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1996, 220 pp. [Hebrew]

One of the most important genres of ancient piyyut is the poetic
narrative describing the Yom Kippur service as performed by the High
Priest in the Temple. Only a few such liturgical poems are extant.

From numerous Genizah fragments, derived from seventeen
manuscripts, Yahalom has painstakingly reconstructed and restored the
original format of two such poems. The text is preceded by an edifying
introduction and contains an apparatus listing all the textual variants.
The accompanying commentary is composed of discerning
interpretations based on midrashic sources and on parallels from the
Pseudepigrapha and the paytanic literature. What emerges is a first-rate
work of immense importance to the field of piyyur scholarship.

The reviewer builds upon Yahalom’s work, offering in his 120 critical
notes supplementary comments and alternative interpretations based on
midrashic sources or on lexical grounds, emendations of seemingly faulty
texts, and completions of lacunae in the manuscripts.

Aharon Maman

Moshe Bar-Asher, Traditions linguistiques des juifs d’Afrique du Nord,
Jerusalem: The Bialik Institute, 1998 [2d rev. ed., 1999],
x+451 pp. [Hebrew]

This valuable collection of twenty articles by Moshe Bar-Asher touches
upon the fields of the sarh (the North African Arabic translation of
biblical and post-biblical texts), Judeo-Maghrebi dialects and their
Hebrew component, and the strata of traditional Hebrew. Although
published previously, now collected in monograph form these articles
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complement each other, providing the reader with both macro- and
microperspectives.

The urgent importance of Bar-Asher’s work also stems from the fact
that firsthand informants with knowledge of these traditions are dying
out. Bar-Asher’s more than fifteen hundred entries — 700 Hebrew (and
Aramaic), 700 Arabic, 29 mixed, 9 Berber, 4 Yiddish, 3 Syro-Aramaic, 4
Spanish, 2 Persian, and 5 French — were derived from over ninety
informants. Although his main focus is linguistic, he also touches upon
the historical, educational, cultural, and sociolinguistic background of the
Jews in North Africa, following the aphorism that language mirrors
culture. By all accounts this is a serious contribution to the research of the
Hebrew and Arabic lexicons. Yet as it treats living languages and
linguistic processes, this work should interest general linguists as well.

Rafael B. Posen

A Comment on a Comment

The author takes issue with Wilhelm Bacher’s reading of Abraham Ibn
Ezra’s commentary to Gen. 44:22, as presented by Luba Charlap in
Lésonénu 59, pp. 81-83. By punctuating Ibn Ezra’s comment differently,
the author takes this comment out of the context of the talmudic
discussion of five ambiguous scriptural passages to which Bacher
attributed it, in effect asserting that the comment itself can be classed
among these ambiguous passages.

English summaries edited by Dena Ordan
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