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Summaries

Michael Ryzhik

The Hebrew Component of Judeo-Italian

Judeo-Italian, like all Jewish languages, contains many Hebrew words
and expressions. In contrast to the Hebrew found in texts open to the
emendations of grammarians, in many cases these words preserve their
traditional form, and correspond to the forms found in medieval Italian
manuscripts. The comparison of these medieval forms to the Hebrew
component of the Judeo-Italian vernacular confirms the antiquity of its
Hebrew component and sheds light on the development of Hebrew
traditions in Italy. Thus, for example, the form °37/°27, the principal one
found in the medieval manuscripts of mahzorim according to the Italian
rite, has been preserved in modern Judeo-Italian as robbi/rubbi. Also,
the word 7p1n is documented in medieval manuscripts with a dages'in the
17°1: 1210, and this duplication persists in Judeo-Italian: diritto di gazzaga
(in which form this word also entered non-Jewish dialects). The ancient
form of the word 792N (company) is 77121 and has survived in the
Jewish dialects of Rome and Mantua as chavora. The word for knife in
the Jewish dialect of Rome is zekine, which bears witness to the
persistence of the form 7%, characteristic of the Italian tradition of
Mishnaic Hebrew.

Rachel Mashiah

Syntactic Patterns of Utterances following M3 according to
Principles of Biblical Accentuation

According to biblical accentuation the word 37 is usually connected to
the beginning of the utterance it addresses, e.g., "0 1Yoy 233 2R M
(Gen. 24:43), where the word 7371 refers to the entire clause (ending with
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the disjunctive atnah); yet, the accents dictate a reading where Mn is
related only to the first part of the clause (ending with the disjunctive
tipha). The short units determined by the accents contain no more than
four words. This article deals with three- and four-word units beginning
with 1137, and suggests that the accentuation of 737 depends on the length
of the unit in which it appears and its syntactic structure: 7737 is generally
marked by a conjunctive in both three- and four-word units; however,
there are two cases in three-word units where a disjunctive is preferred —
(a) before a noun phrase, e.g.,”n¥IR 103 M~ (Judg. 14:5), and (b) in
a clause type which consists of verbal predicate + subject, such as 71"
ol ‘7?1 (Ezek. 13:12). A hyphen (magqqaf) rather than a conjunctive is
preferred before a word stressed on the first syllable, e.g., 7 wIA-mMI7”
(1 Sam. 20:5).

Israel Ben-David

Some Remarks on Vocalization and Accentuation

This article treats a variety of issues related to the vocalization and
accentuation of the biblical text. It explores the reasons for the gemination
differing stress placed on the homophonic expressions X% ﬁpxﬁ and
1) ﬁpxﬁ-’l (Gen. 19:2 and 19:5). It discusses the differing stress on 722°X
found in Song of Songs and in Esther 8:6, as well as the different
accentuation for Wx 23 7¥2n (Ps. 79:5 and 89:47). An explanation for the
form 728 N2%» (Gen. 35:14) is proffered. Further, the correct vocalization
of N7 in 27 ANT (Ps. 118:13) is set as patah as found in the Aleppo
and Leningrad Codexes. Thus, it belongs to the pi‘el stem. Another issue
discussed is o in context forms as opposed to long a in pausal forms: 33
(Num. 6:4). Finally with regard to the accentuation of the phrase (yIX)
VITV/UIN :?IJ N33, which occurs twenty times with at least four different
accentuations, it is determined that the masoretic accentuation fits the
rules only on two occasions: in Num. 13:27 and 16:14.
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Brakha Dalmatzky-Fischler
Charting Shifts in Agnon’s Lexicon, 1909-1948

Agnon once stated: “Although I write in pious language (2°X7 PWwY), [
nonetheless admit that a bit of modernity graces my writings.”
Comparison of Agnon’s early stories with their later versions, as well
as with his and other writers’ stories, provides a tool to consider the
varying extents to which “modernity” is reflected in Agnon’s works over
time as well as a means of unveiling the underlying considerations
motivating changes in his language. My preliminary findings confirm
that, as Agnon’s language and unique style crystallized, he dispensed with
the “modern” words and phrases utilized early in his literary career, while
at the same time discarding many features of “pious language”. These
shifts indicate Agnon’s mastery of pious Hebrew works, but also of
modern linguistic and grammatical research, showing how in some
respects the latter sphere actually undermined his use of “pious
language”.

Malka Muchnik

Future Perfect in Haim Beer’s Writing

This article treats a special form used in modern Hebrew to express the
future perfect: the future form ¥ after a time expression denoting that
although the event took place in the past, it has not yet happened
according to the sequence of events being related. Although not found in
classical Hebrew, this morpho-syntactic form is widely used in Hebrew
journalistic writing, and recently, in literature as well.

The examination of four different books by Haim Beer shows the
gradual introduction of this special form to his writing. One possible
explanation is the influence of journalistic writing or of parallel forms in
European languages. It seems, however, that the real reason is Beer’s
particular attention to time expressions and his efforts at precision. This
assumption is reinforced by many remarks on the importance of time
found mainly in his last book ©°%an, whose title was translated into
English as The Pure Element of Time.
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Moshe A. Zipor

A New Concordance for the Peshitta

P. G. Borbone and K. D. Jenner (eds.), The Old Testament in Syriac
according to the Peshitta Version, Part V: Concordance, Vol. 1. The
Pentateuch, Leiden—-New York-Koln: E. J. Brill, 1997

The present concordance, succeeding volumes of which will treat the
remaining biblical books, differs in concept from the earlier concordance
of the Peshitta. By noting the Hebrew equivalents for each pentateuchal
reference and the number of such correspondences, it facilitates isolation
of the most typical equivalent. It also contains various indexes. Of these,
the most useful is the Hebrew—Syriac one, which assists the determination
of Syriac-Hebrew correspondences. Unfortunately, this index exhibits
some shortcomings: most noteworthy is its failure to indicate the
frequency with which a corresponding Syriac word appears in lieu of
the Hebrew. Hence it is difficult to determine which of the Syriac
equivalents used is characteristic and which is occasional; or namely, how
the translator understood the Hebrew term. A case in point is the
meaning of N11I¥2 as an attribute of ‘cities’. Did the Syriac translator of
the Peshitta understand it as ‘strong’, as found in some references, or as
‘encircled’ (perhaps by a fence) as translated in others? Another problem
occurs when the counterpart of a word in one language contains two or
more words in the other. As illustrated in this paper, this volume fails to
provide a solution for this crucial issue. Furthermore, in some cases
erroneous equivalents for the Syriac are provided.

The concordance, which follows the Leiden edition of the Peshitta,
unfortunately reproduced a number of errors found in that edition. Also,
at times the Latin and English explanations for Syriac terms are inexact;
thus, a page of corrigenda would be most welcome. Albeit, the criticisms
noted in this paper in no way detract from the immeasurable value of this
useful and user-friendly project.
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Gad B. Sarfatti

Joseph Caspi’s Sarsot ha-Kesef

Cyril Aslanov, Le Provengal des Juifs et I'Hébreu en Provence: Le
dictionnaire Sarsot ha-Kesef de Joseph Caspi, Collection de la Revue des
Etudes Juives, vol. 21, Paris—Louvain: E. Peeters, 2001, vii +232 pp.

This book examines the fourteenth-century Hebrew dictionary Sarsot
ha-Kesef, written by the learned Provengal Jew Joseph Caspi. Some two
hundred glosses found in the dictionary and in other of Caspi’s works
form the basis for the examination of Judeo-Provengal in part one of the
book. Part two seeks to establish Caspi’s place in Hebrew lexicography. It
studies his approach to the various languages which he treated — Hebrew,
Aramaic, Arabic, and /a‘az (i.e., Provengal) — and to linguistic questions
in general. Apparently Caspi took an ambiguous position on two
fundamental questions. First of all, although he accepted the view that
words design things “by convention” and not “by nature”, he did not
totally reject a link between words and objects, claiming that the
convention upon which Hebrew is founded is closer to ontological truth
than that of other languages. Secondly, although Caspi adhered to Ibn
Hayyuj’s triconsonantal root system in theory, practically speaking, he
adopted biconsonantalism, linking roots with two shared consonants.

Aslanov’s book amply demonstrates the author’s scholarly and
linguistic expertise. At the same time it whets our desire to see an
edition of Sarsot ha-Kesef in print.

English summaries edited by Dena Ordan
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