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it A% X3 RIOX PA 737 PR 7223030 niwen pRieba oxk LAnyn
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Stiff rolls’ is a difficult term to define with exactness. It is a rare and
archaic word otherwise found only in the oldest religious texts, where it
twice occurs as a spar of a ship (Book of the Dead, Naville 99,20 Aa, and
Lacau, Receuil de Trav. 30.67.N.150)4. The second passage is a Coffin

III 73 ety ?mdh ja,? ar batt grobes Gewand :ani> KB2-w o Sy AR .35
7iw?3) R“y Sp naw—-Tmbna 931 AN ARY and 7Y Dar. batta schneiden!
i L(@w %03 79y °v) uatillable cuts in the valley or field 5y (2iqvox
it Xna% o nixown nikom v

Donner-Rollig, Kanandische und Aramdische Inschriften, Nr. 24, 11. 12-13 36
-p33 noId M3 MWL ~no- AR RYw n =)

foma ,3ipwm > m Cowley, Aramaic Papyri 205 2614 4210 2620 37
J1962 ,“PA7i30 *porvobre~ ,(N'0193) NiMIRA niaindn

Lmw arw) “Sum. LW.” Mz AHW 17t 1ip Dw 2i%na .38

Faulkner, A Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, 86. .39

The Edwin Smith Surgical Papyrus, published by J.H. Breasted, 1930 C11 .40
V 13 (p. 239).
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Text list of parts of a ship which are identified by the ancient text with
the various members of Osiris or of some other divinity.

Bd3w identified with the phallus of Osiris which is so often shown
in reliefs during erection. This doubtless indicates the stage of the
bd3w. We must conclude that it means a post-like roll of linen of suf-
ficient stiffness to hold the broken nose in its proper or normal position,

A2727 DRT MBR AN TP PMSRaR XD DURR uRsm

PR npimynwn nw b 0150 - MR TN L jnwD NN R RyRonw

viny ,Am T2V (NYD :A7IN3 73 BP 213 DR 29 :13pa nindin
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IR (01,780 =R 0 D3 5 D PN DM 3D 0D B — - Pan
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37071 nTM2 X3 oobmapoa 933 L .0 ow--nnR na Wy oo
(M%) #%>0 na owaaN~ DR nTea 00 1 X-Pn) -9 na opbRe

[nxan 79wn3 /7)) K33 A 3NDR 41

iz anxn Dax (b3 Rw3 X)) P2 iR X3 pnvAb aniRoY R0 bd3 42
(ano3 &Y oxoy) d-5 mionn aobunn M dpm a3 d nibbion ovbnn m Tikn
TP bopYa 9AITRAYD ,pPon 2 M3 o N wip XYY Dby AR

TIBUT INRZ A Dwa XIP1 T3 ,anid Y RIRTIPTIPA IpLTNn 43
JIRDY 13 9MmRA NRS 2 or Lpisa ar Yhio jpika Lpv 73 ovwd ~npriom
e nyon ov733 nivin arR <Dl *737 .nMav N ,nanR jivba mn waivne
A2 nara

D™X"3 PN wav aw TR DY (Gardiner, Egypt. Grammar, §266 ~Y 44
manb e o
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ENGLISH SUMMARIES
alphabetically arranged

S. ABRAMSON: SOME LINGUISTIC REMARKS ON THE SELIHA Xp9 831 Y& (pp. 63-72)

1. mpn wiar— vi9r masc. against the Biblical fem. is to be found already in
the poetry of Qalir and after him in many others. It is possible that this usage already
appeared in MiS$na Hullin 10,4; Tosefta Sabbat 9,29; ibid. Hullin 9,7, 11; Talmud
Hullin 134.b

2. mxn oon wefind alsoin Qalir’s yw nyw vwp, andin M&ullam’s nany

mwa nr o,
3. on7n oppn — in the same mwa a1 oi* nTnK.
n;rg'n vw}ré was taken from Genesis Rabba, ch. 98.

SHMUEL Af_n'ruv: THE MEANINGS OF Sémadar (pp. 37-40).

The range of meanings of the word sémadar is wider than the vine-flower of
Canticles 2:13,15; 7:13. In Aramaic, Syriac and Mandaic it includes any flower.
Epigraphical evidence (Hebrew and Akkadian) show that semadar might be applied
to wine or oil scented with vine-flowers, known also from Greek, Latin and Rabbinic
sources. Rabbinic literature mentions also ‘“‘water of semadar’, which might be
equated with omphacium, extracted from unripe grapes, or with water scented
with vine-flowers.

A. AHUVYA: :gf MEANING SOMETIMES a®° SAT, RESTED, WAS TRANQUIL (pp. 21-36).

Since Mé&nahem ben Saruq explained 133 in Is. 30,15 and Num. 10,36 as ““peace
and rest”’ it has been known that the root a1, akin to 3w+, sometimes carries not the
usual meaning of = but the meanings of aw», ny, vpw, etc. These meanings have
been found by commentators in derivations of 9y in many places, particularly where
a state of rest and peace (as opposed to war) is described, and especially in the
expressions naw :g' (Deut. 30,3,and elsewhere) where it is interpreted as‘gave rest”’,
and ypx 3+91 (Ps. 78,38) interpreted as *‘pacified his anger”,



The author suggests that the following expressions can also be explained in the
same way: 17> 2'7 (Ez. 18,8 and elsewhere) ‘kept his hand in rest, did not act™;
Sy 37 2%wi1 (Is. 1,25 and elsewhere)‘‘rested his hand on’’ (cf. Ps. 28,3), “hit”’ ;>R 3w
1a% (Deut. 4,39 and elsewhere) “‘putinto his heart, understood”; nmin 2'win (King II
17,3 and elsewhere) ‘‘laid offering” (cf. Deut. 26,4; Judges 6, 18-19); awy 93iy
(Ez.35,7; Zech.7,14;9,8) ‘passingandsitting (cf. Jer.2,6; 9,9-10,etc.); min=m 29
snx (Sam. IT 2, 24-28; 18, 16 and elsewhere) ‘“‘rested from chasing after’’. The
author also suggests that ja3wn means ‘‘tranquillity which flows from self-confidence”’,
which is considered a grave sin. And 2239 is one who has tranquillity.

I. BEN-DAVID : PATTERN AND CONJUGATION (pp. 123-132; 296-307).

Most Hebrew grammarians failed in trying to denote conjugations and patterns,
mainly of weak roots,and particularly of v~y ; e.g.. Gesenius-Kautzsch, § 67: “Verbs
v~v”’. Id./: “In a few verbs also Pilpélis found, e.g., %a%s... (from %), If w~y, it is
not Pilpel,but Pi‘pa‘. If Pilpél, this verb class should be called H~%.

The same mistake was made by grammarians in regard to the noun, e.g., Bauer-
Leander, §61 B. &.1.qall.(we present only one noun out of severalin every paragraph)
™ JI1L "'5‘?; II1. an. 2. qill. 13;IL nn; . (p.453) “Mit langem (geminierten) 2.
Konsonanten”. 1.qgall 1. ny ,n:ﬁg; II. a9 18D IIL. 3. 2. qill 1. oy ,MD; II.
“*Substantivierte Infinitive von Verbis v-p” :13.733. 3. qull 1. 27 IL pfr; L 25 — Al
these nouns have first and second radicals, namely, g7. None of them has a third
radical /. Therefore not qal, qil, qall, qill, qull, but gat, qit, qatt, qitt, qutt. Qall
means AR (< MR). Qill means non (< noan* ). Thus Stade in his Lehrbuch classified
the nouns, §§ 193a, 236a, 237,238, 241.

When Hebrew (and Arab) medieval grammarians dealt with quadriliterals they
simply added to p‘/ one more /: p‘ll. Thus Yona ibn Ganah brought under p‘// the
verbs 959,007 and the nounﬁ;;y.Yetneither oneisp‘ll.qonoisp‘p‘—arepetition
of the first and second radical.Bar.th, Nominalbildung etc., §106, 107, added b to gt/
and called the quadriliterals gtlb, e.g., qutalib —bpw qutdlib — 71mY. Therefore
133y —gqatlab.

' A second step in Barth’s direction: The b which Barth added to quadriliteral
nouns we add to quadriliteral verbs as well. Thus no=> is p‘lb, neither p‘/l nor plpl.
P*ll are only roots whose third radical is repeated, e.g., Yoni — pu‘lal, 0°pIDNI —
pa‘lulim, or, rather, gatlulim.

To polyliterals medieval grammarians added two /, e.g., aunwn —oubb>yps.
Here we take a third step: We add to the basis gt/ or p‘l: bg, bgd, bgdz,e.g.,in nouns:
yTID8 — gétalbég, onpTWny — gétalbagdezim. And in verbs: nmaoy — pi‘lbég,
vpIwoaN pi'lbgéd:.

 Infix: v>39% we callgartil, 25370 (if < 290) — pi‘hél.



Words composed of two stems: The first stem is g#/in nouns, p‘/ in verbs. The
second is $zd. Thus RN — gitfazid. A common radical to both stems is s, e.g.,
'7?.-?”'? — quattudézed. The second common radicalis k, e.g., ‘\19!:!’[ (qn +=0m) —
gaskod, "enT — pisked.

RUTH BERMAN: GERUNDIVE AND DERIVED NOMINALS IN MODERN HEBREW (pp. 99-
122; 217-235).

The paper aims at characterizing the similarities and differences between two
distinct but related types of verbal nouns in contemporary Hebrew usage : the gerund
and the so-called “‘action noun”’. The former is traditionally treated together with the
infinitive, but we show that the gerund in fact represents a distinct category in the
grammar of Hebrew. With respect to the ‘‘action noun”, this very general heading
includes a highly specific sub-category which we term the ‘‘derived nominal”. The
latter is compared with the gerund from several points of view. First, a brief historical
survey indicates that Modern Hebrew has taken over both the gerund of Biblical
Hebrew and the action noun which entered the language at a later stage. The internal
construction of expressions containing a gerund or a derived nominal as their head is
then considered in the following terms: whether or not the nominal requires an overt
surface subject; whether and how these nominals function in construct-state genitive
structures; the types of complements and modifiers associated with each; and the
manner in which such expressions are negated. It transpires that, while both the
gerund and the derived nominal manifest certain traces of their verbal origin, the
latter is far more noun-like than the former. Noun phrases containing either a derived
nominal or a gerund as their head can yuite generally be paraphrased by finite ‘‘that’’
clauses, but gerundive expressions will typically be restricted to a single major syntactic
function : as time-adverbial sentence modifiers. Derived nominal expressions, however,
have as wide a range of syntactic functions as any non-derived or simplex noun
phrase. The conclusion is thus that derived nominals can replace gerundives in alland
any of their occurrences, but that the converse is not the case. Moreover, while gerunds
are both morphologically and semantically regularly related to their underlying verbs,
derived nominals are less automatically predictable in form and in meaning.

J. BLAau: RuUDOLF MEYER, Hebrdische Grammatik 3, 111 SATZLEHRE, SAMMLUNG
GOSCHEN BAND 5765, pp. 118; IV, REGISTER, SAMMLUNG GOSCHEN BAND 4765, pp.
88, WALTER DE GRUYTER, Berlin-New York 1972 (review) (pp. 153-155).

These two volumes complete Meyer’s new Hebrew gramrmar. For its general
framework the reader is referred to the reviews of the first two volumesin Lésonénu 31,
pp. 318-320; 38, pp. 303-306. Three of the points raised in the review are mentioned
here:



1. Meyer does not always distinguish between what a grammatical form denotes
and what is meant by it (v.e.g., pp. 91, 100, where wa denotes only connection, but
means contrast, explanation (p. 91) or comparison (p. 100).

2. Nothing can be inferred from The Samaritan Chronicle 11, published by
J. Macdonald (pp. 72-73), since, as Z. Ben-Hayyim has proved (Lésonénu 35, pp.
292 ff.), this is a compilation made at the end of the 19th contury.

3. Evenif Ugariticis a Canaanite language,it is highly doubtful whether Hebrew
passed through a stage of the verbal pattern exhibited by Ugaritic (asit is assumed

to do p. 41).

N.M. BronznNicK : The Meaning of Burial in oy (pp. 187-191).

The usual rendering of the term @nqxa in the phrase amnRa (MR PP
as “‘in caskets’ is untenable, since the plural of 119K (casket) is always nammx and
notpR. However,based on thefactthat ns339N is used elsewhere asthe designation
for laurel trees, g31n3 should be rendered ““in laurels™,i.e., in toxes made of laurel
wood, as is the case in fact with the alternate versicn n*19xa, which is rendered *‘in

cedars”, i.e., in boxes made of cedar wood.

1. ELDAR (ADLER): THE VOCALIZATION OF THE HAGGADA IN Mahzor Vitry (Ms.SASSOON

535) (pp. 192-216).
The manuscript discussed here isin Franco-German script, and can be dated to

c. 1150.

The main features of its vocalization are as follows:

1. Alllettersare accompanied by vowelsigns (-51:[35 SIDRE LAn omn ,q?;_;i-;);
this phenomenon is not always present.

2. Absence of Hatéfs.Only simple Sewais used (aepian).

3. Instead of a Sewa preceding a consonantal .Yod with any type of
vowel, a Hireq s used (apy7 ,mnx).

4. ATiberian Séwa precedinga Yod which hasa Hiregasits vowel,isrepresented
in our vocalization by a Hireq, while the following Yod is silent (;yw % ,q:\,j:_m').

5. Holem is used where the Tiberian system has Qamez Hatuf, excépt in the
lastsyllable of the converted imperfect ofy~y,in which Patahis used (ipia ,nmn).

6. Patah is used where the Tiberian system has either Qaméz OI'P-GICZI; Zéréis
used where the Tiberian system has either Ségol or Zéré.

7. Dagés is used a little only to distinguish between different pronunciations
of the same consonant (Bét, Kaf, Pé, Taw, and Yod). Dagés *‘forte’ does not occur.

8. Absence of diacritical sign to distinguish between the two pronunciations
of w (Sin and §in).

9. Absence of Mappig with final Hé.



These featuresshow the peculiarity and antiquity of thisvocalization system, which
can therefore be described as an example of the earliest stage yet known of Franco-
German activity in pointing.

Itis a system which uses a part of the Tiberian graphemes according to principles
of different notation in vocalization and according to different traditions of pronunci-
ation.

The traditional pronunciation of Hebrew, which had been used by ancient
Franco-German Jewry (the ‘‘Pre-A8kénazi Traditicn’”) containsanumber of peculiar
features. Some of these features — particularly in regard to the vowels — reflect the
“Palestinian’’ pronunciation, i.e.,the pronunciation reflected in manuscripts whose
vocalization is Palestinian or Palestinian-Titerian. Other features of the Pre-
Askenazi pronunciation — particularly in regard to the consonants — resulted from
the influence of the European vernaculars on the pronunciation of Hebrew. In the
opinion of the writer the term %@ P2 (“our vocalization™) in the commenary.
to Tractate Avot in Mahzor Vitry, was given to the type of vocalization discussed here,
while the term x> pmR 7171 (Palestinian Vocalization) was applied to the so-called
Palestinian-Tiberian vocalization, which had been transplanted to Central Europe
and rejected ‘‘our vocalization®’ within a short period.

E. ETaN: Leo PRrus, ABRAHAM IBN EsrRA’s KOMMENTAR ZU GENESIs (review)
(pp. 307-311).

In his study on this part of Ibn ‘Ezra’s Bible commentaries (Abraham ibn Ezra’s
Kommentar zu Genesis Kapitel 1, Eiﬁleitung, Edition und Superkommentar, Franz
Steiner Verlag, Wiesbaden, LIX 80.p) Leo Prijs collates his basic printed text, Con-
stantinoble 1514, which is given in facsimile, with three other early prints and seven
manuscripts and exhibits all variant readings in a synoptic table with notes. In the
German introduction he surveys the work of his predecessors who dealt with LE.’s
writings, particularly his Pentateuch commentaries, and expounds the method followed
in his own edition. The Hebrew part contains the original with the editor’s super-
commentary interspersed between its words and with extensive footnotes. In some
places LE.’s difficult and covertly suggestive style and corrupt 1eadings appear to
have frustrated Prijs’s efforts; e.g., oyt "5 Xiv13 in one of the first lines of the
commentary (p 1f.) need not be read aYw *» 3 X113, but is a metaphorical expression
for ayv nawn.

For students the book is a good introduction to I.E.’s writings and for scholars
a useful example showing the 10ad to be taken in emending the commentaries found
in a corrupt state in the current Bible editions. In an appendix to the present review a
number of corrupt versions fiom the commentary on the Psalms is listed.



Y.M. GRINTZ : ARCHAIC TERMS IN THE PRIESTLY CODE (pp. 5-20; 163-181).

The view held by the Wellhausenian school which attributed the so called Priestly
Code (P) in the Pentateuch to a late, post-exilic date led to the ccmpelling conclusion
that the language used in it is also late. The aim of the paper is to show that in the
light of the present stage of our knowledge this conclusion must be revised and exten-
sively modified. There can be no further doubt that the terms used in the Priestly Code
are really very old, some being of Egyptian origin and others deriving from archaic,
patriarchal Hebrew or sharing common ground with Old Babylonian and Ugaritic.
Sotheterm vyar (girdle)is from Egyptian bnd, and four of the twelve precious stones
of the breastplate are Egyptian pnbnx from hnm.t; oo from nsm.t; qei from
mfk.t; n1vp from pddt. Likewise bR (a kind of measure) is Egyptian frcm 'pt. 7R,
on the other hand, seems to have been originally connected with Old Assyrian epadum,
but the linen ephod may also have derived from the Egyptian ‘ifd. Egyptian too is 73
(linen), associated, most probably, with Middle Egyptian bd,, Similarly, the following
are Egyptian: 71, from hnw (pot and measure); 91 (rim), from dr (limit, flank); n=1,
from drt (hand), ayn (A.V. “curious girdle’’) from hibs; npviw from ddf (stand at
edge of the hair); n';z:(shovel), from ‘i (sweep away).

The same holds.. true in regard to many other words and expressions, most of
them of cultic connotation such as, n9p>,71,911,n%0 .My (in nTvn 798 5ok
nTYR), 975 ,nabp , AvY 1w (mostly in nyin 21w ;1w nyoin) vy

Unlike the noun 9p5 and the verb 9p>, most probably derived from, or connected
with, the Babylonian ki{prum and kaparum (the latter being still attested in Aramaic,
in the sense of wipe, rub off), Kapporet ‘‘cover’’ clearly has its roots in the archaic
Egyptian k;pt — roof, cover, by metathesis (which is almost normal in Hebrew words
interchanging with Egyptian ones). On the other hand, 9n is attested in Ugaritic
(in religious epics). Again, 913 as equivalent to yv% is surely of the same radical as
the Egyptian nzrt, meaning 'Uraeus, and (15 vabR nnwn ew) a1 in Lev. 21,22,
seems most probably to be related to nsr in the Edwin Smith Medica‘I Papyrus 11, 22,
of a similar connotation. The word n%b is attested in Pap. Anast. 1V, 13,12; 17,4.
ny (asin nwnp‘m)the equivalent ofn;j; in other passages,isalready attestedin the
Turin Judical Papyrus IV, 5.9 (Lev. 1,8,12; 8,20) is found in the Tale of the Two
Brothers (Bibl. Aegyptiaca I,(B' 4'134) 4,6. nqbp is tantamount to Egyptian kd,rtiin
Pap. Harris 33b, 30; 64 c. new is the Egy'pti'an $ndt, later $ndt. The fact that the
Tabernacle and its appurtenances were constructed of accacia wood was a unique
phenomenon, entirely unknown in the cultic life of the Ancient Near East, and the
later Israel. Similarly (mostly in the phrases "1 ny®in ,nyLin *Ju?'), in spite of the
nearly universal connotation attached to it almost since the oldest translations and
commentaries, as scarlet, really means some kind of woolen stuff, and is derived from
the Egyptian $nw, with the same meaning (Pap. Bologna; Caminos, Late Egypt. Misc.



ell., 342). Apart from these we have to add v long since recognized as Egyptian,
and the word =»¥ (denoting a kind of a measure in Ex. 16) still in vogue among the
the Bedouins of Sinai.

Almost all these epxressions either disappeared entirely in time (quite early), or
changed to synonyms current in languages met in later periods of Jewish history.
So n9b> became assimilated to 9> “*propitiate” in most translations; Pl
m ,1:!; Ny disappeared altogether; W changed to Persian '7*7:_'13_; and vy became

Y.
(to be concluded)

E. and H. GUGGENHEIMER : NOTES ON THE TALMUDIC VOCABULARY (pp. 59-62).

12. Ptyly’. The word appears in the Mishna, the Tosephta, and the Yerushalmi and
denotes cakes of dried fruit including their wraps. According to the Geonic com-
mentary to Tohorot, the word ptfyly’ is not identical with pyly, “pan”. The dic-
tionaries, however, derive p7yly’ from the Latin patella ‘“‘pan, cooking dish’’ which
would correspond only to the second word, pfyly, mentioned by the Geonim.
According to the Tosephta, the word patella (ptyly’) corresponds to dérusa
“cake of pressed fruit’’, a Talmudic equivalent of the Biblical word debélah. We
identify the word ptyly’ with the Greek word maiddn, 7 ‘‘a cake of preserved fruit”.
One may add that dévela in LXX is translated by maiddy.

13. Para. In addition to the conventional meaning (beside, beyond) of the
Greek preposition mapd in Palestinian sources, the word para also occurs in the sense
of less, perhaps in assimilation to the Latin word parum, ‘‘too little’’, but in the sense
of its comparative minus,‘‘less”. The same use of zapd in the sense of minus can be
found in Imperial Greek sources (New Testament, Plutarch) including numerals.

14. ’ystwnnsyn. The word occurs only once (Y. M. S.56 b) and denotes persons
who appraise a crop according to its monetary value. The previously offered etymol-
ogies, such as dotovouog, 6 ‘“‘police chief”’, or acferic “‘feeble, sickly person”,
are unconvincing. We derive the word ‘ystwnnsyn from the present participle of the
Latin verb aestimo (aestumo), —avi -atum, ‘“‘to value, rate, appraise, assess”,
aestimantes, the noun aestimator, -oris, m., may also be compared. The sentence in
question would then mean: ‘‘R. Ho3aya called on three (private) persons who would

evaluate his property.”

15. W’stw.The word occurs in the Yerushalmi (vSé'v. 35a, Sanh. 21b) in the sense
of “‘hey, you there”,an exclamation used to catch someone’s attention. While various
improbable explanations are offered by the dictionaries, the correct etymology (from
the Latin heus-tu, “‘you there’)is given in a conjecture in Levy’s dictionary, vol. 4,



s.v. gob‘ata. A modern parallel to the Talmudic hastu and the Latin heus tu, hgf -ty,
“hey, you’ may be found in the contemporary Allemanic dialects of Switzerland,
which likewise belonged to the Roman Empire.

D. LANDAU: THE METONYM AND THE SYNECDOCHE (pp. 264-272).

The metonym differs from the metaphor in being not a transfer from one sphere
to another distant one but a carry-over to a neighboring, adjacent sphere.

Also, the metonym shows no focus consisting of some characteristic shared by
both vehicle and tenor. The linguistics approach, which postulates the metonym as a
first step towards metaphor, would seem unsatisfactory, because this might well be
a short step and a long step in different directions, quite independent of one another;
the short step is not a station on the way to the long one.

Some see the metonym as a variety of synecdoche, or, vice versa, the synecdoche
as a variety of metonym. The difference between the two is, however, clear. The
metonym shows extrinsic, emotive, subjective and arbitrary connections between
tenor and vehicle, with no common characteristic serving as a focus of similarity,
and no analogical relationship between them. The connection is between adjacent or
neighboring spheres, one of which is a flexible,symbolic expression of the other.

The synecdoche, on the other hand, has intrinsic, objective connections which
are evident in shared characteristics that constitute a focus of similarity between the
particular case and the general within that sphere. For that reason tenor and vehicle
must stand in analogical relationship to one another, and their representation is
dogmatic, rigid, fixed and, consequently, close to allegorical; it is like the microcosm
representing the macrocosm.

Both forms are more transparent and more comprehensible than the metaphor,
and serve for the succinct expression of lyric content.

R. MERKIN: MODERN HEBREW LEXICOGRAaHY. ARTICLE 1: THE BEGINNINGS OF THE
BEN YEHUDA DICTIONARY (concl.) (pp. 73-98).

The third edition consisted of six fascicles (308 pp.), including the entries for x to
ph. The first four fascicles were published between December 1960 and August 1902.
Two further fascicles were published after an interval of three years (July to December
1905). A comparison between the corresponding material of the B anc C edition
shows the latter to be two and a half to three times larger than the former. The entries
are much more detailed ; the number of quotations is larger and they are longer. The
quotations from Post-Biblical literature are arranged chronologically. There is a
special section for etymological, philological and grammatical corrments.

The last two fascicles contain a large numter of foreign words (Aramaic, Greek,



Roman and Persian). Another innovation introduced into the last two fascicles: the
root of the word and all its derivations appear as different entries.

Two misstatements which appeared in the English Surrmary of the first part of
this article (Lésonénu 37) call for correction. 1) Ben Yehuda had intended to compile
a dictionary for practical purposes “‘for those who want to write and speak Hebrew”’,
and not, as stated, ... for practical purposes which would make the user ‘““‘want to
write and speak Hebrew’’. 2. Most of the etymological comments consist of
comparisons with the Arabic language and not with the Hebrew language.

E. QIMRON: INITIAL Alef As A VOWEL IN HEBREW AND ARAMAEAN DOCUMENTS FROM
QuUMRAN COMPARED WITH OTHER HEBREW AND ARAMAEAN SOURCES (pp.133-146).

Whereas in the Bible the initial alef does not appear as a vowel letter unless it is
etymological, the Second Temple period developed the usage of the initial alef for
indicating the vowel @ and sometimes also e. In Qumran there are 48 occurrences of
the initial alef as a vowel letter, most of them in the Isaiah Scroll and in the Genesis
Apocryphon. In most cases the alefis written after the consonantal yod or waw. This
practice is usually to be found in Christian Aramaic and in Samaritan Aramaic.
On the other hand, it seldom appears in Mishnaic Hebrew or in Galilaean Aramaic,
most probably because another system for indicating the consonants yod and waw
predominated, namely, the double yod or double waw. But one may also find there
remnants of the other practice.

Not enough material has been collected as yet either from Mishnaic Hebrew or
Aramaic dialects; however, from the material presented in this article it is clear that
the usage of alefwasnotarbitrary, butitappears especiallyin certain circumstances,
such as after waw or yod, to differentiate between homographs, near another guttural,
etc.

C. RABIN: Avnet AND pitdah (pp. 182-186)

Derivation of avnet from Egyptian is vitiated by doubt whether there is in Eg. a
noun bnd and what it means, and by the attestation of the verb bnd ‘‘wrap, clothe”
mainlyin the 6th-7th cent., apart from a single appearance of bnd and bdn in Papyru
Anastasi I.

Derivation of Hebrew pitdah and Greek topazos from a hypothetical Egyptian
*pddt assumes in the ¢ of the former a Coptic sound-change, and thus much later
borrowing than of the Hellenistic Greek word. Derivation from the Dravidian
source of Sanskrit pita-‘‘topaz’’ puts the borrowing into Semitic close to the earliest
Dravidian from *paitta- <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>