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RABBINICAL COURT

CONCLUSION!

1. We heard the testimony of international senior experts who (in the past
and) today hold roles in many areas, including: senior professors, university
lecturers, and directors of pharmaceutical company; physicians, hospital
directors, and directors of pediatric wards in various hospitals; directors of
children’s hospitals in Israel and worldwide; senior advisers and special
projects coordinators for governments and medical associations; research
professors and directors of research organizations; professors and directors
of centers for infectious diseases; leading family doctors and pediatricians
and directors of neighborhood medical clinics.

What emerged was that all the senior experts and professors are in favor of
all the usual vaccines up until the COVID-19 vaccine. They state that they
themselves took all their vaccines in the past and vaccinated everyone in
their families, including their children. Each one made himself clear that he
is in favor of all the vaccines, as stated above, and they collectively ensured
tens of thousands of patients and children were vaccinated.

2.1t is clear to all that the opinion of doctors who advise against giving the
COVID-19 vaccine to children is the opinion of conventional experts alone
who are considered in the general world of medicine to be leading veterans
and experts in their respective professional fields, including ones with
recognition on the international level. Some of them have won various
prizes from governments for their activities and successes in creating cures
and saving lives. This document does not deal with the opinions of doctors
and practitioners of the various types of alternative medicine.

3. As of today, it is clear that based on Chazal, it is very difficult to define an
expert “who is familiar with the disease”” with respect to the COVID-19
vaccine for children, (Certainly no medical activist, family doctor, or
pediatrician has the status of an expert in this area; their opinions have no
impact whatsoever on the halacha or on practice.) (See Section 4)

! Translated by Zerachya Shicker
27900 N o’
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RABBINICAL COURT

4. Even the Ministry of Health’s senior advising professors admit that the
decision to vaccinate children is “a difficult decision” since there is a certain
risk in either direction according to them. (See Section 11)

5. According to all physicians without exception, the danger of COVID-19 in
adults is not even slightly comparable to the danger of the disease in
children. In fact, with Hashem'’s help, some countries and surveys are
showing zero deaths in children with the disease. (See Section 11)

6. As stated by the experts in Israel’s Ministry of Health, one of the main
reasons to vaccinate children is to prevent infection in the elderly.
According to Torah law, this is considered a remote (or very remote)
concern since it is predicated on several uncertainties and fears, and it is
difficult to determine to what extent one must worry about these
possibilities. Therefore, certainly in a situation where this concern does not
exist, e.g., for someone who lives far from older people or the at-risk
population, or if the older people themselves are vaccinated and careful to
protect themselves, this is not enough to obligate one to get the vaccine,
even according to the above rationale. (See Section 13)

7. As attested by expert professors, there are thousands of cases of side
effects not reported to the Ministry of Health in Israel; they have
documentation of this. Multiple family doctors in neighborhood clinics also
confirmed this to us. We have also seen firsthand in our families cases of
serious side effects which were definitely not reported, even after the
second and third doses for adults. These occurrences are clearly recorded in
Israel and America. (See Section 10)

8. Doctors recommending not to vaccinate children against COVID-19 fall
into three categories. One group says inaction is preferable for fear of a
potential risk to children (but not necessarily that there will be more severe
cases in children than in adults); another thinks there is a real danger to
children, greater than the risk to adults; and a third fears an irreversible
global disaster. (According to all these doctors, potential complications from
side effects may only present themselves after some time; they would not
necessarily appear right away.) (See Section 6)

9. We are not coming with all the above information to take responsibility
for giving or not giving the COVID-19 vaccine to children. Even if the
general conduct follows those in favor of giving the vaccine, one sweeping
rule certainly cannot be given for everyone; each person must consider his
specific circumstances based on expert opinions (see above, paragraph 3)
and weigh for each child all the aforementioned factors, risks, and doubts, as
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RABBINICAL COURT

well as any other considerations. (In any event, it would seem according to
the opinion of the Chasam Sofer, that if someone were to vaccinate a child
and, chas v’shalom, it were to lead to a mishap, the person should need to
achieve atonement and perform the teshuva process like a murderer. He
cannot claim “I went with the opinion of the experts who say it is a life-
preserving substance, not a deadly poison.” [See Section 18])

10. All the above is accurate as of Cheshvan 5782.° Being that many new
studies are constantly coming out on both sides from various researchers
and medical scientists throughout the world, it is very possible they will
analyze this anew from one angle or another.

Harav Avrohom Yechial Deutsch - Av Beit Din

Dean of the Ksav Sofer Research Institute

Harav Efrayim Landy - payan Harav Shlomo Zev Carlebach - payan
Av Beit Din of “Ushfat'tem Tzedek” Member of the Federation of Dayanim for
Ramot, Yerushalayim American Emigrants in Israel
Rav of Kehillas Aderes Eliyahu, Givat Zev Dean of the Rav Moshe Soloveitchik
Beis Medrash 'Hora’ah,
Member of the Maale Adumim Beit Din Yerushalayim

3 Roughly equivalent with October 2021
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Department of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
Professor Allon Moses
Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases

Hadassah-Hebrew University Medical Center

Dear Rabbie Avraham Deutsch,

Thank you for your important questions. I’ve made my best to try and provide you
with the best and most educated answers to these complex patients you selected.
Please tell me if you any question or remarks.

1. Does the professor think that there is a danger (if at all) for children to take the
COVID-19 vaccine?

The vaccine has proven safety in children over 12 years of age. In the younger age
group of 5 years to 11 years we will soon know the results of the Pfizer trial and
later the Moderna trial. We await the results of the trial which may arrive at the
end of October. It is expected to be very safe in children.

2. Does the professor think that the chances of children exposing COVID-19 to adult and
elderly is indeed serious?

Children are a known cause in the spread of respiratory infectious disease. We
know it well for influenza for many years. It is also true for COVID-19.

3. Does the professor think that for children not to take to COVID-19 vaccine will
evidently put them into danger?

From information that has gathered till now we know that the COVID-19 disease
has a potential to have severe consequences and sometimes long-term effects (the
so-called “Long COVID-19”. Therefore, children above the age of 12 years
should get the vaccine now and once the vaccine is available for younger children,
they should also be vaccinated.

4. What is the opinion of the professor regarding the publications that the chance of
children be becoming seriously ill is less than 0.2% and children passing away is less
than 0.1%?

Certainly children are less likely than adults to develop severe illness. The exact
rate for severe illness and death is difficult to determine. Those at risk may have
underlying illness like cancer, obesity, diabetes and also children under the age of
one year. The mortality is certainly very low and in Israel was seen almost
exclusively in children with underlying diseases. It is still unfortunate to see that

02-6776543 :1970 1
02-6419545 0o
AllonM@hadassah.org.il



IpT YT a7

Department of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
Professor Allon Moses
Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases

Hadassah-Hebrew University Medical Center

one out of three children admitted to the hospital will need to be in intensive care.
This number is similar to adults.

5. | spent this past Shabbat afternoon in the emergency room of a respectable hospital
where three cases of elderly people came in after taking the 3rd COVID-19 vaccine
and falling shortly after some loosing their stability both physically and others even in
their mind. We heard the staff explaining that the above is a known to them and they
are familiar who with these side effects?

The question is how can one give the same type of vaccination to children who might
also have a weak system just as the elderly people?

Much is known by now about the side effects of the COVID-19 vaccine. It is
certain that the side effects from the vaccine are much, much less common than
the dangers of the disease. The description above is completely detached from the
reality of side effects of the vaccine in adults.

So children who may have a weak system”, who are the most at risk from the
disease. Therefore, they should be vaccinated to prevent the possibility of getting
infected and being severely ill.

6. The professor wrote me last time that children have very little chance of getting
COVID-19. Is this still the approach and if yes are those chances still more than the
chance of children getting side effects from the vaccine?

In the beginning of the pandemic of COVID-19 we thought that children are less
likely to be ill and we now know this is not true. Many have an asymptomatic
infection. This can be transferred to other children and adults who are not
vaccinated.

7. How does the professor believe a school of a few hundred students operate when in
some of the families (sometimes even 25-50%) will refuse to vaccinate their children?

Fortunately, the Ministry of Health (MOH) and the Ministry of Education in
Israel understood the importance of going to school and the problems posed by
the situation that small children are not vaccinated. The solution provided by
those authorities is that children will be tested for COVID-19 antigen several
times a week. Although this may not be the perfect solution, we now see that this
approach is able to stop the spread of disease in a class that has a child with
COVID-19.
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8. In the view of the professor how is it understood that many people who took all three

vaccines and were known for being extremely careful with the rules and regulations of
COVID-19 have turned shortly after the 3rd vaccine as positive with COVID-19?

We now have clear data on the prevention of the infection, prevention of severe illness
and prevention of death: two doses are better than no vaccination and also that the
third dose is better than two doses. Nonetheless, vaccines in general are not 100%
effective and in COVID-19 there may also be an infection after full vaccination

9. Does the professor believe the editorials of official specialists that have served in
numerous integral rolls in the medical field that the COVID-19 vaccine consists a
toxic ingredient? And if the professor believes these professional's would that be a
greater cause of side effects or irrelevant?

There is absolutely no data to support these false accusations of the vaccine!!

10. What is the approach of the professor regarding those who promote taking numerous
vitamins which have successfully managed to get most cases recovered even without
hospitalization?

In the beginning of the pandemic (more than a year ago) there was much hope
put into the efficacy of several medications used in the past including some
vitamins. Unfortunately, none have proved to be beneficial in medical trials.
Therefore they should not be used. It is not easy to prove whether a certain
medication is effective or not. Systematic, organized, controlled medical trials
need to be performed for this. Most patients have a mild disease and therefore the
fact that some took vitamins and recovered is far from proof that the vitamin is
the cause of his recovery. Vitamins should not be used to treat COVID-19.

11. How does the professor understand what American government officials have released
(on August 22nd 2021) that 12,791 deaths in the past 8 months from COVID-19
vaccination. Compared to 8,966 deaths in the past 31 years within 12-48 hours after
vaccination?

There is clear data showing that deaths from the vaccine are very rare. When
millions of people receive the vaccine the deaths which would have happened
anyway may seem to be associated with getting the vaccine. I am unaware that
there is data to support the above statement.
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12. Did the professor hear about the evidenced given by numerous doctors that the
COVID-19 vaccine can damage future fertility organs or cause difficulties in having or
caring health children. If yes does the professor give it any credibility?

There is absolutely no evidence to support any effect of the vaccine on fertility.
The vaccine disappears from the body very quickly. Only antibodies against the
virus remain. This is true for both men and women.

13. What is the opinion of the professor regarding to what leading scientists PHD's have
related in a public published studies that children are (almost) 'never' the ones to have
COVID-19 in a family setting. They are (almost) 'always' just a receiver. If the study
above is accurate then what would be the reasoning for one to vaccinate children for
COVID-19 if anyway children are not a threat not for themselves and not for others?

I’ve addressed this question before. We now know that children are infected as
often as adults. They are more often asymptomatic. This actually means that they
can have the virus without any symptoms such as fever, cough, sore throat etc.
Thus, they go around without being put in isolation and they can pass the
infection on to other members of the family or their friends.

14. What would be the medical approach of the professor to relate to parents that resist
vaccinating their children for COVID-19?

I would try to explain to them that since the safety of their children is obviously
very important to them, they should not risk that their kids will be infected but
better they give the vaccine. | would remind the parents that now we know that
10 to 20 percent of children who have infection could have long-term effect such
as fatigue, tiredness and lack of energy. All these can be avoided with the vaccine.
Furthermore, the vaccine is very safe. Our children receive many vaccines for the
last hundred years. We were able to eradicate diseases like smallpox and polio
and to decrease the number of kids infected with many other severe infections
including Measles, pneumonia and meningitis. Vaccines have had a tremendous
effect on quality of life and is probably the main reason for the improved health
of the globe.

15. How often does the professor believe that these vaccination programs every 5/6
months be effective for?

At this point it is clear that we need three doses of the vaccine to have a strong
protective effect against infection, severe disease and death from the virus. We
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currently cannot foresee what the need will be in the future. Needing more doses
of the vaccine will depend on the formation of variants of the virus, on the
behavior of the public and other unknown factors. Even if we will need additional
doses, this will not be different from other vaccines which need to be repeated:
influenza, tetanus, typhoid and others.

16. Does the professor believe that children will have more side effects and can be more
seriously in danger than adults?

As a general rule the answer is no. Children will not have more side effects from
the COVID-19 vaccine than adults. One exception is a disease called myocarditis.
This is an inflammation of the heart muscle. It is a rare complication of giving the
vaccine in the general population and is actually less often than the complication
occurs during an infection by the virus. But a group of boys aged 16 to 20 years
seem to be at a slightly higher risk for this side effect than rest of population.
Nonetheless, it is still a rare event and less frequent than this disease with
COVID-19. Therefore, the vaccine can be given to this age group.

17. The head of the FDA released that even though he gave a final approval to the 1st &
2nd COVID-19 vaccine he still announced that in the middle age group major side
effects both in the brain and heart may occur. Would the doctor agree that if the above
is also true for children then the danger would be far more greater?

The FDA recently approved not only the first two doses for the whole population,
but also a third dose for people over 60 years of age. The serious complications
are extremely rare in those adults. The danger of severe illness outweighs the
danger from the vaccine.

18. Does the professor think that a child of 1or 2 years with consistency of receiving
infections is more of a reason to vaccinate or since COVID-19 is not such a serious
threat for children and the side effects for such a child with a history of medical
conditions should more so refrain from vaccinating.

I’ve addressed this question. In the balance between the danger from the vaccine
and the danger from the disease there is no question whatsoever that the disease
is more dangerous. We’ve given the vaccine to a limited amount of children of all
ages who have chronic illness, with good response and few side effects.

We await the results of trials performed by Pfizer and Moderna which are being
conducted in the younger age group (5-11 years) to know if the vaccine is safe and
effective. The FDA will come with a recommendation at the end of October.
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19. How would the professor explain the report (according to experts) of MADA [Magen
David Adom] that since after the vaccination programme went into full practice, the
calls of women with chest pains went up by 80%?

These are rumors, which come from an unknown source. This data has never
been published in a medical journal. Such information should not be taken as
true and should not be taken seriously.

20. Does the professor think that the COVID-19 vaccine is in any event more dangerous
than any other previous vaccines?

In fact, it looks like this vaccine is one of the safest vaccines available. We are
sure about the short-term side effects —there few mild ones. We now have
information collected during the last two years follow-up from the first doses of
the vaccine given is the pharmaceutical studies and information from the
administration of hundreds of millions of vaccination in the general

public. The vaccines are at least as safe as other vaccines given for a many years.

21. Would the professor suggest to take a specific company for the vaccines or as long as
they are medically qualified to give COVID-19 vaccine in the professors opinion?

There are several vaccines which have be cleared as safe and effective by the
official authorities. The FDA has approved the Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson and
Johnson vaccines. In the UK the AstraZenica vaccine is given as the only vaccine.
As long as the vaccine is authorized by the official offices in the Western world, |
think the vaccine can be used safely and efficaciously.
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