Preface

Piyyut

This book is the result of an attempt to provide the broader community of English
readers across the world (particularly in Israel, Europe, the United States, and
also Japan) with the opportunity to become acquainted with the beauty and
significance of piyyut or Hebrew liturgical poetry of the Middle Ages. The
unique language and style of piyyut are important for understanding the history
of the Hebrew language. The rich contents of piyyut, whose parallels are found
among rabbinic and other literatures, can contribute toward understanding
the transmission of beliefs and ideas in ancient and early medieval Judaism.
Moreover, it is important to remember that piyyut is poetry, which can be read
and enjoyed as belles lettres.

Despite the fact that the study of piyyut could be of great help in understanding
many other fields within Jewish studies in particular, and in Christian and other
religious studies in general, piyyut scholarship (particularly the study of early
medieval piyyut in Palestine and Babylonia, prior to the rise of Andalusian
piyyut) still remains one of the least international fields in Jewish studies.
Almost all of the fundamental and essential studies and editions of piyyut have
been published in modern Hebrew in Israel.! It is unfortunate that non-Israeli
readers, who might be interested in the world of piyyut, have hardly any means
of learning of the existence of piyyut. The only thing related to piyyut that is
available to them is Carmi’s best-selling anthology of Hebrew verse.?

However, the internationalization of piyyut scholarship has finally begun
in recent years. The International Medieval Hebrew Poetry Colloquium has
taken place five times so far (Oxford 2000, Granada 2002, Aix-en-Provence
2004, Boston 2006, and Groningen 2008). In addition, publishing procedures
have begun to change. A historical survey of Jewish hymnography has been
published, in English, by L. J. Weinberger.® Although his description of the
early period of piyyut in Palestine and Babylonia is very limited in comparison

I'Tt is impossible to provide references to all these important studies and editions in
Hebrew. See the entry “piyyut” (written by E. Fleischer) in the Encyclopaedia Judaica,
second edition, Detroit 2006, and the list of additional bibliography there. Most of the works
cited are in Hebrew.

2'T. Carmi, The Penguin Book of Hebrew Verse. New York, 1981.

3 L. J. Weinberger, Jewish Hymnography: A Literary History. London, 1998.
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to his description of the later periods in different regions, it can undoubtedly
contribute toward providing scholars and students outside Israel with a
convenient tool with which they can enter the unknown world of piyyut.
Moreover, critical editions of piyyut have begun to be published outside Israel.
In such editions, the text, apparatus, and commentary are provided in Hebrew,
but the introduction appears in English.* Recently, J. Yahalom and M. Swartz
published a collection of early poems of Seder Avodah in Hebrew together with
an English translation.’ This publication will no doubt stimulate international
interest in Seder Avodah in particular, and in early medieval piyyut in general.

The next step in this process of internationalizing piyyut scholarship
requires the publication of a critical edition of piyyut (with variant readings
and commentary) together with an English translation all in one volume.
An English translation is indispensable not only for those readers with no
knowledge of Hebrew, but also for those who know it well. The language of
piyyut is unique and sometimes strange, and the content is often enigmatic.
Even scholars of Jewish studies often face difficulties in understanding piyyut
texts. This book, which includes a critical edition and full English translation
of two monumental poems of Seder Avodah composed by Shelomoh Suleiman,
attempts to meet this need. While the Yahalom and Swartz anthology contains
the ancient Seder Avodah poems from late antiquity, the Seder Avodah poems
in this book were composed by a poet who apparently lived in the ninth to tenth
century in Palestine or a neighboring area. One can also make an interesting
comparison of style and content in the Seder Avodah genre between the ancient
and early medieval periods.

Seder Avodah

Numerous studies published over the past several years have indicated that,
even after the destruction of the second temple, a priestly line continued to exist
and exert influence down to a certain period during which the rabbinic school
finally assumed absolute leadership over the Jewish public. This phenomenon
finds expression both in archeological remains — in particular the mosaic floors
of ancient synagogues in Palestine® — and in literary texts in which priestly

4 See, for example, W. J. van Bekkum, Hebrew Poetry from Late Antiquity: Liturgical
Poems of Yehudah. Leiden, Boston, and Cologne, 1998; N. Katsumata, The Liturgical Poetry
of Nehemiah ben Shelomoh ben Heiman Ha-Nasi. Leiden, Boston, and Cologne, 2002.

5 M. D. Swartz and J. Yahalom, Avodah: An Anthology of Ancient Poetry for Yom Kippur.
University Park, Pennsylvania, 2005.

6 See, for example, Z. Weiss, The Sepphoris Synagogue: Deciphering an Ancient Message
through Its Archaeological and Socio-Historical Contexts. Jerusalem, 2005.
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motifs play a prominent role, such as the Hekhalot literature,” early piyyut,®
and Aramaic translations (targum) of the Torah.’ Although rabbinic literature
attempts to devalue anything related to the priesthood by rendering it subordinate
to rabbinical authority, this priestly literature describes the figure of the priest in
an overwhelmingly positive light.

The representative genre of the early piyyutic priestly tradition is the Seder
Avodah for Yom Kippur. The Seder Avodah is an early liturgical genre, which
was originally recited during the additional prayers (musaf).'° In it, the paytan
describes the service of the high priest in the temple on the holiest day of the
Jewish year by relying throughout on the description of that service found in
the Mishnah Yoma. The paytan prefaces this ritual section with a narrative
introduction, namely, an account of the creation of the world and the history
of mankind up to the selection of Aaron as the high priest (whose descendants
inherit the priesthood). This event marks the transition from the historical to
the ritual section of the piyyut.'' The genre itself was consolidated early in the
history of the Hebrew piyyut. This is hardly surprising since it is only reasonable
to assume that the poets would first deal with the most important rite of the
holiest day of the year and only then deal with other prayers and festivals."
Almost all the paytanim attempted this solemn genre, down to the last paytan
of Muslim Spain — Abraham ibn Ezra. The paytanim’s special affection for this
genre can be better understood if we take into account the fact that some of the
paytanim — at least, the early Palestinian paytanim — were descendants of the
priestly line.'

7 See, for example, R. Elior, The Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism
in Late Antiquity. London, 2004.

8 See, for example, J. Yahalom, Priestly Palestinian Poetry: A Narrative Liturgy for the
Day of Atonement. Jerusalem, 1996 (in Hebrew); idem, Poetry and Society in Jewish Galilee
of Late Antiquity. Tel Aviv, 1999, 107-136 (in Hebrew); M. D. Swartz and J. Yahalom,
Avodah: An Anthology of Ancient Poetry for Yom Kippur. University Park, Pennsylvania,
2005.

9 See, for example, E. Katsumata, “Priests and Priesthood in the Aramaic Bible,” Journal
for the Aramaic Bible 3 (2001), 141-161.

10 During the later period, the practice of reciting the Seder Avodah as part of the morning
and afternoon prayers was initiated. See Yosse Ben Yosse, Poems, ed. A. Mirsky, second
edition. Jerusalem, 1991, 26-27 (in Hebrew).

11 Normally the two parts are joined by the verse: “As he has done this day, so the Lord
has commanded to do, to make atonement for you” (Leviticus 8:34).

12 See E. Fleischer, Hebrew Liturgical Poetry in the Middle Ages. Jerusalem, 1975, 67
(in Hebrew).

13 See J. Yahalom, Priestly Palestinian Poetry: A Narrative Liturgy for the Day of
Atonement. Jerusalem, 1996, 5658 (in Hebrew).
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Shelomoh Suleiman

Several scholars in Jerusalem, such as M. Zulay, E. Fleischer, and S. Elizur,
have demonstrated a great interest in the paytan called Shelomoh Suleiman Al-
Sinjari. In his recent dissertation, E. HaCohen edited the Qedushta poems by
this paytan.'* He also intends to edit his Yotser type poems."

Zulay, Schirmann, and Fleischer have tried to determine the place and time
of Shelomoh Suleiman’s active work. One can find a detailed survey of the
history of research in HaCohen’s above-mentioned dissertation.'® According
to Fleischer’s latest research, Shelomoh Suleiman might have been active late
in the second half of the ninth century in Palestine or in a community that was
located close to the boundaries of Palestine and had adopted the Palestinian
custom of prayer. HaCohen, as a result of his study on this paytan’s Qedushta
poems, suggests that the careers of Shelomoh Suleiman and Saadya Gaon
(882-942) may have somewhat overlapped, and that it is accordingly more
appropriate to place the paytan’s active period at a later date. According to
HaCohen, it may be possible that Shelomoh Suleiman was also active in the
first quarter of the tenth century.!’

HaCohen'’s study is also important for our study of the Seder Avodah by
Shelomoh Suleiman. Because he signed his name to them, we know for certain
that Shelomoh Suleiman composed two poems of the Seder Avodah — E’ezrah
Gevurah and [....] Ba-Meromim. We also know that there is another anonymous
Seder Avodah poem, [....] Zekhor Millati, that is attributed to him by some
scholars. However, this poem, the structure of which is based upon the usage of
biblical openings and endings from the Psalms, is preserved in only one copy
(in two manuscript fragments), with no indication of the paytan’s name. Z.
Malachi was the first scholar to attribute this work to Shelomoh Suleiman based
on a comparison of the internal structure of the poems.'®* HaCohen strengthens
Malachi’s assumption by providing additional pieces of evidence showing that
the poem should be attributed to Shelomoh Suleiman, and even suggesting
that the Seder Avodah [....] Zekhor Millati was originally part of the morning
prayer (shaharit) for Yom Kippur for which Shelomoh Suleiman composed his
Qedushta — La-Menatseah Anatsah Be-Nitsuah Havivah, the structure of which

14 The Qedushta is a series of poems for the embellishment of gedusha (a compilation of
extracts from Isaiah 6:3, Ezekiel 3:12, and Psalm 146:10) for the morning of Sabbaths and
Festivals. See E. HaCohen, “The Qedushta’ot of Rabbi Shelomo Suleiman Al-Sanjari for the
Festival,” 2 vols., PhD diss., Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 2003.

15 The Yotser is series of poems that was inserted into the first benediction (Yotser Or) of
the morning Shema prayer.

16 Tbid., vol. 1, 222-240.

17 Ibid., vol. 1, 236-237.

18 See Z. Malachi, “The ‘Avoda’ for Yom Kippur: Its Characteristics, History, and
Development in Hebrew Poetry,” 2 vols., PhD diss., Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 1974,
vol. 1, 54-55, vol. 2, 120-124.
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is also based on the usage of biblical openings and endings from the Psalms."
HaCohen has recently edited and published another Qedushta which opens
with Emet Hotamekha Mi-Kol Hotamot. This too was composed by Shelomoh
Suleiman for the morning prayer on Yom Kippur. HaCohen even ventures to
suggest that the Seder Avodah [....] Ba-Meromim by Shelomoh Suleiman was
part of this Qedushta composition, because, in both poems, the paytan uses the
technique of shirshur (anadiplosis, or concatenation), in which each strophe
opens with the final word of the strophe preceding it.?° If all of HaCohen’s
assumptions are indeed correct, we might be tempted to make the further
assumption that the Seder Avodah E’ezrah Gevurah was part of a Qedushta
for the additional prayer (musaf) composed by Shelomoh Suleiman for Yom
Kippur — Omen Nissekha Hish. This, however, cannot be proven at present.
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Chapter 1

E’ezrah Gevurah

A. Introduction

1. Previous Editions and Publications

Part of this piyyut was previously published by Elbogen approximately
one hundred years ago. His edition was based on four manuscripts without
vocalization, variant readings, or commentary on the piyyut (J. Elbogen,
Studien zur Geschichte des jiidischen Gottesdienstes. Berlin, 1907, 176-82).
Three strophes of this piyyut were also published by Schirmann as an example
in his discussion of the image of Leviathan in piyyut (J. Schirmann, “The Battle
between Behemoth and Leviathan according to an Ancient Hebrew Piyyut,”
Proceedings of the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities (Hebrew) 3
(1970), 57). And, although Z. Malachi edited this piyyut almost in its entirety in
his unpublished PhD dissertation (Z. Malachi, “The ‘Avoda’ for Yom Kippur:
Its Characteristics, History, and Development in Hebrew Poetry,” PhD diss.,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 1974, vol. 2, 1-11), he provided neither
systematic variant readings for nor a commentary on the piyyut.

Ten years ago, in an unpublished master’s thesis, I prepared a full critical
edition of this piyyut with variant readings and a detailed list of biblical, rabbinic,
and paytanic sources and parallels (N. Katsumata, “Sidre Avodah for the Day
of Atonement from the Generation of Saadya Gaon,” master’s thesis, Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, 1998, 36-89). Utilizing thirteen different copies of
the piyyut in twenty manuscript fragments, I adopted an eclectic method in the
reconstruction of the urtext. This complete critical edition was later published in
an academic journal, at which time, however, I decided to adopt the diplomatic
method, i.e., the transcription of a single manuscript with variant readings (N.
Katsumata, “Seder Avodah li-Shelomoh Suleiman Al-Sinjari,” Pirke Shira:
From the Hidden Treasures of Jewish Poetry 3 [2003], 9-66).

In this book, I offer significant improvements to this earlier edition, while
continuing to employ the diplomatic method. All of the manuscripts have been
reread, variant readings have been confirmed, and an improved commentary on
the piyyut has been composed. Together with the new edition, I have translated
the entire piyyut into English for the first time.
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1I. Structure and Content

The Seder Avodah E’ezrah Gevurah by Shelomoh Suleiman comprises twenty-
two alphabetical units, with each unit being constructed of five four-line
strophes. The first three lines are divided into two hemistichs of two to three
word units each, while the fourth line quotes a biblical verse. In the SHIN and
TAV units there are six, rather than five, strophes, and in these two units the
paytan signs his name as he does in the Seder Avodah [ ...] Ba-Meromim: 11°910
091 >n% o1, The contents of the alphabetical units are as follows:

ALEF — Acts of the First Day

On the first day, God created the heavens and the earth (line 5) by consulting
the Torah, which antedates the creation of the world (lines 10—13). The heavens
were created by mixing fire and water (line 14), while the earth was created out
of snow (line 15). In this unit, the paytan emphasizes the harmony between the
heavens and the earth: “The earth and the heavens like one stood together” (line
19). God also created light out of darkness (lines 17—-18).

BET — Acts of the Second Day

According to rabbinic sources, God created three things on the second day: the
firmament, angels, and hell. All of these are described in this unit, including the
separation of the waters into upper and lower waters, the objection of the lower
waters to this division, and their comfort in being given precedence in praising
God (lines 25-27). An interesting and beautiful parallelism is employed in
the description of the creation of hell: “He kindled it (= hell) on the second
day for those who say ‘there is a second god’ (= wicked men). He created the
second world (= world to come) for those who learn ‘there is no second god’ (=
righteous men)” (lines 37-38).

GIMEL — Acts of the Third Day

The biblical story of the gathering of the water into one place and the uncovering
of the land is given a teleological explanation. The purpose of these acts,
according to the paytan, was to enable the future people of Israel to gather the
produce of the land at the Feast of Ingathering (lines 41-42). One also reads
that, “God filled the ravine (= earth) with corn before the creation of those who
sow food” (line 54). In addition, the paytan states that God made a stipulation
with the sea that it should be divided for Moses and, alternatively, that it should
drown the Egyptians (line 50).

I The paytan sets his acrostic in the first letter of the third line in each strophe of the SHIN
unit and in the first letter of the second and third lines in each strophe of the TAV unit.
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DALET — Acts of the Fourth Day

When the two lights (the sun and the moon) were created on the third day, they
were equal in appearance and size (line 65). The moon, however, denounced its
counterpart and requested God make it larger than the sun; instead, God made
it smaller (line 69). From then on, the moon would serve the people of Israel
for the sake of intercalation (line 70). In this unit, the paytan also mentions the
three times in history at which the lights in the heavens were silenced: for Israel
on the sea (line 73), for Jacob (line 74), and for Joshua (line 75).

HE — Acts of the Fifth Day

In this unit, the paytan states that the bird was created out of marshy ground
saturated with water (line 83). Leviathan was created on the fifth day so that it
might be pulled in with a fishhook on the day of redemption and eaten by the
righteous men of Israel (lines 89-91). This unit also mentions that all the fish
created on this day were either clean or unclean, according to Jewish kashrut
(dietary laws) (lines 93-95).

VAV — Acts of the Sixth Day

This unit opens with a description of the creation of Behemoth, which would
eat a thousand hills and drink the water of the Jordan every day (lines 101-4).
Then, the paytan describes the final creation, that of man. After God had created
everything in the world, he noticed that one thing was lacking: those who would
“plow furrows” in the land (line 106). However, soon after the man and his
mate had been created, they were expelled from the Garden of Eden because of
their sin. Adam would then be separated from Eve for one hundred and thirty
years (line 115).

ZAYIN — The Sabbath

After God had completed all his acts of creation came the Sabbath day, which
the righteous men of Israel should “remember” and “observe” (lines 129-30).
This unit concludes with an interesting parallelism sharply contrasting the
fate of wicked and righteous men: “Sparks trampled to the depth (= the fire of
gehenna) shall be cast upon the desecrators of the Sabbath. Concealed merits
(= manna) shall be gathered for its keepers” (lines 137-38).

HET-TET — History of Humanity up to Abraham

In these two units, the paytan makes a quick survey of the history of humanity
from Cain and Abel up to Abraham: the birth of Cain and Abel (lines 141-144)
and the elder son’s sin of slaughtering his younger brother (lines 145-48); the
birth of Seth (line 149); the sin of the generation of Enosh (lines 150-51); a
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detailed description of the sin of the generation of the flood (lines 153-64)
and the story of Noah — an innocent man among them (line 159); a detailed
description of the sin of the generation of the tower of Babel (lines 165-72);
and Abraham, a righteous man who came out from amongst these wicked men
(lines 173-76). By virtue of the covenant of circumcision that Abraham made
with God, the people of Israel would be rescued from the fires of gehenna (lines
177-80).

YUD — Binding (Sacrifice) of Isaac

Unlike the Seder Avodah [ ...] Ba-Meromim, which depicts the binding of Isaac
(in two units, YUD-KAF) in a detailed and even theatrical fashion, here, the
paytan presents an abbreviated depiction of the binding. Only a single unit
(YUD) is given over to this subject, and here too, the language is spare in the
extreme. Nevertheless, the two versions share some motifs in common: both
mention of the names of Ishmael and Eliezer as attendants to Abraham and
Isaac (line 187, cf. Seder Avodah [...] Ba-Meromim, line 126) and both refer to
the weeping of the angels at the very moment of the binding (line 191, cf. Seder
Avodah [...] Ba-Meromim, lines 134-35, 142-43).

KAF — Jacob and His Twelve Sons

After the description of the two sons of Isaac — Jacob, who is called “the plain
one,” and Esau, who is called “the brazen-faced one” (line 202) — the paytan
mentions the names of the twelve sons of Jacob, all in epithets (kinnui): “the
crown of honor” (Reuben) (line 214); “the second” (Simeon) (line 215); “a cord
of three strands™ (Levi) (line 216); “a great lion” (Judah) (line 217); “the one
who springs” (Dan) (line 217); “a doe” (Naphtali) (line 217); “a raider” (Gad)
(line 217); “the one who yearns for delicacies” (Asher) (line 218); “the one
who lies down” (Issachar) (line 218); “the one about whom he said, ‘rejoice!””
(Zebulun) (line 218); “the one who is called with blessings” (Joseph) (line 219);
and “the one who dwells in large stones” (Benjamin) (line 219).

LAMED — Exodus

The opening of this unit emphasizes the disparity between the number of
Israelites who descended into Egypt and the number who later departed:
“To there they overflowed in seventy and from there they passed through
and overflowed six hundred thousand men on foot, besides children (Exodus
12:37)” (lines 223-24). It is also said that Moses led the Israelites in chains, as
one leads lactating animals (line 230). When Miriam died, the well disappeared
(line 233). When Aaron died, the clouds of glory disappeared (line 234). Moses
restrored all of these (line 235), though when he died, manna disappeared, and



B. Text, Apparatus, and Translation 5

it will return only at the time of redemption. At this point, the historical part of
the Seder Avodah concludes.

MEM — The Chosen Clan

Since Aaron, the first high priest in Jewish history, came from the tribe of Levi,
so too shall every high priest in each subsequent age (line 241). As in the Seder
Avodah [...] Ba-Meromim, the paytan here mentions those who rebelled against
the priesthood: Uzziah (lines 246—47) and Korah (lines 249-50). The paytan
also mentions the name of Phinehas as one who was zealous for the priesthood
(line 251).

NUN-TAV — Avodah (Priestly Rite)

The second part of the Seder Avodah, the ritual section, describes the service
of the high priest in the temple on the holiest day of the Jewish year, relying
throughout on the description found in the Mishnah Yoma. It now becomes
clear that the “history of sins” narrated from the creation of the world is, in fact,
intended to culminate at this point. All of these sins arose, as it were, in order
that they might be atoned for on Yom Kippur.

In the SAMEKH-AYIN units, the paytan describes the eight garments of
the high priest and the atoning power of each. As in the Seder Avodah |[...]
Ba-Meromim, in this part we also find a strong emphasis on the words spoken
by the high priest and other participants in the Avodah service. Some examples
include: “Compassionate One (God)! May your wrath be allayed. May my
prayer be beautified before you, and may my iniquity and sin be forgiven”
(lines 337-38); “By this, the evil shall be nullified, and by this, the iniquity
shall be forgiven” (line 388); ““Give us a sign,” they replied to the messenger
of the goat. He said to them, ‘Look at the thread that my sages have arranged.
I tied one half, as they had prepared it, to the rock, and the other half between
the goat’s horns, as they had understood. Though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow’ (Isaiah 1:18)” (lines 436-39).

B. Text, Apparatus, and Translation

Symbols Used in This Edition

[ ] Square brackets denote restorations.

() Parentheses denote erasures.
Two-dot ellipses denote a lacuna of less than a single word.
Three-dot ellipses denote a lacuna of a full word.
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[The First Day]

[ALEF]
I shall gird myself with might
In front of the one who is girded with might (= God)
Girded with the glory
Of the flames of fire (= angels)
Terrible and dreadful (= God)
And upon everything shall be the fear
“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the power” (1 Chronicles 29:11)

5 Earth and heavens
He (= God) was ranging throughout everything upon observation
Evening and morning
He was examining without limit
He weighed and sought out
Set in order everything for honor
“He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed” (Job 9:10)

For the first time, when the time has come
To set the world in place
10 He swiftly consulted the knowledge (= forah)
Counsel and knowledge (= torah)
She (= torah) gave advice with knowledge
To the one who favors man with knowledge (= God)
“A rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge” (Isaiah 33:6)

He heard words of recommendation from her (= torah)
And rejoiced with joy
Fire and water evenly
He mixed, and spread out the heavens
15  He seized a piece of snow
And founded a clod of the earth
“He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth’” (Job 37:6)

Darkness was destroyed
And so was tohu
Light rose, and He rejoiced
By one saying
The earth and the heavens like one
Stood together
20  “And there was evening, and there was morning, the first day” (Genesis 1:5)
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10 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[The Second Day]

[BET]

When He set the heavens in place
Out of fire and water

On the second day, “bear the waters (sa mayim)”
He hinted to the heavens (shamayim)

In the midst of the waters
He made a firmament of the heavens

“And let it divide water from water” (Genesis 1:6)

25  When He gathered half of the dwellers (= the waters)
Up to the upper chambers whose beams He had laid (= the heavens)
Bitter weeping
[...] Of those who were running down (= the lower waters)
He separated them from the great ones (= the upper waters)
In order to give precedence to them in praising God
“Mightier than the thunder of the great waters” (Psalm 93:4)

In the host of His light (= the firmament)
He brightened His saying
30  He built its fence
And the lattices of its chamber
He created, in order to glorify Himself,
The angels of His glory
“Mighty ones who perform His bidding” (Psalm 103:20)

Each day and day
From the second day of creation
In the light of the day
They (= the angels) would renew themselves
35  On the same day
He created for those who would desecrate the Sabbath
“A fire that burns all the day (= hell) ” (Isaiah 65:5)

He kindled it (= hell) on the second day

For those who say, “There is a second god” (= wicked men)
He created the second world (= the world to come)

For those who learn, “there is no second god” (= righteous men)
When He clarified on the second day

The works of the second heavens

40  “And there was evening, and there was morning, the second day”
(Genesis 1:8)
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12 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[The Third Day]

[GIMEL]

He uncovered the ravine (= earth)
And gathered its liquids (= water)

So that, at the Feast of Ingathering, the produce of its threshing floors
Would be gathered and collected

He fixed their boundary
And said to it (= the sea) in a shaming way

“Hitherto shall you come, but no further” (Job 38:11)

45  In order for the strong waves of the sea
To be oppressed in strength
And in order for their pride in willingness
Not to cover the earth
He repaired for them the broken wall
And measured the waters of the earth
“And held the dust of the earth in a basket” (Isaiah 40:12)

He ordained that, in perpetuity,
They should not cross their boundary
50  To drown the boastful ones (= the Egyptians)
He made a stipulation with their depth (= the sea)
While those who were traveling their path (= the Israelites)
Would be guided by the sea’s vault
“And the waters were a wall to them on their right and on their left”
(Exodus 14:22; 29)

He narrated with intelligence
From the beginning to the end
He filled the ravine (= earth) with corn
Before the creation of those who sow food (= human beings)
55  He rewards and feeds
And favors and supports
“Seed for the sower and bread for the eater” (Isaiah 55:10)

In order to let the earth sprout
He caused it to produce plant and vegetation
He grew the fruit of the oblivion (= the earth)
To my heart’s content
He completed on the third day
The third work
60 “And there was evening, and there was morning, the third day” (Genesis 1:13)
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14 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[The Fourth Day]

[DALET]
He ignited among the upper ones (= angels in the heavens)
Lights for the sake of the lower ones (= human beings upon the earth)
They (= the lights) were running throughout their houses in the heavens
As arrows (= signs) for those who have license (=sanhedrin) on the earth
They shall teach laws
And shall not change them
“As signs to mark seasons and days and years” (Genesis 1:14)

65  To fly by their desire
He made them (= the lights) equal as one
They were preeminent in praising God
And were equal in their glory
He taught them about their course
And ordained them to praise God
“Their line is gone out through all the earth” (Psalm 19:5)

The small heaven (= the moon) was darkened
Because it requested the glory
70 It was arranged in order for generations
For the sake of intercalation
Its camp was glorified
With the glorious host (= the stars)
“Because of the greatness of His might, and because He is strong in power,
not one is missing”’ (Isaiah 40:26)

He made the lights silent for the sake of the people He has acquired (= Israel)
When He divided their path through the Red Sea
They were made silent for the second time in His heavens
For the portion of his lot (= Jacob)
75  They became silent for the third time, when He raised
Ben Porat and his army (= Joshua)
“In majesty he is like a firstborn bull” (Deuteronomy 33:17)

The knowledge of my kinsman (= torah)
He let me know in them (= the lights)
Times of my minute
And times of my hour
The fourth word
He established on the fourth day
80 “And there was evening, and there was morning, the fourth day”
(Genesis 1:19)
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16 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[The Fifth Day]

[HE]
He multiplied moving creatures to walk
And created proud beasts to move
The bird of prey to fly
And the moving creature to move
He crystallized the pool
Out of the water which He beautified
“Creatures that have life, and let birds fly” (Genesis 1:20)

85  Food to give to the fish
He sought out from there
He waved from the fair skies
And held the dust in a basket
It was set up according to the number
And was not counted
“There are creeping things innumerable” (Psalm 104:25)

He prepared for the free one (= Israel)
The one whose body is like polished ivory (= God)
90  That (= Leviathan) which would be pulled in on the day of redemption
With a strong fishhook
He would catch it in a net
Because it would be required immediately
“Arrows do not make him flee” (Job 41:20)

The fin for the pure one (= God)
And all the scales of the stream
He invited them to hurry to the feast
The swift ones to pay dowry (= Israel)
95  The permission to explain
And the prohibition to purify
“You must distinguish between the unclean and the clean” (Leviticus 11:47)

To encourage me to study
In the Pentateuch
The one who turns my evening into light (= God)
And causes my sun to rise (= God)
The fifth day was brightened,
In which to free me
100  “And there was evening, and there was morning, the fifth day” (Genesis 1:23)
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18 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[The Sixth Day]

[VAV]
He made it (= behemoth) lie down on its couch
Released hills as its pasture
And a thousand hills
Every day He put it to pasture
And to fertilize its pasture
To contain its drink
“He is secure, though the Jordan should surge against his mouth” (Job 40:23)

105 And He shaped the worlds
In six days
And there was no one on the footstools (= the earth)
Who would plow furrows
And by half of His name (= two letters of the Tetragrammaton) they were
created
And in them they were characterized
“For the Lord God is an eternal Rock” (Isaiah 26:4)

And his advice (= torah) initiated
To let man stand
110  He kneaded him as a gift
And cast him in a heap
He breathed the breath
And likened him in the image
“Man from the dust of the ground” (Genesis 2:7)

And he (= Adam) enjoyed himself with a helper (= Eve)
And was shown (or: taught) a commandment
But he repudiated the instruction
And met hardship
115  And throughout one hundred and thirty years
He has been cast out of the Garden of Eden
“Dragged away and thrown outside” (Jeremiah 22:19)

And from the canopy of silk
My Holy One (= God) expelled him
And the ten decrees, He revealed to me
In the twilight
And He completed on the sixth day
His work to make me rest
120 “And there was evening, and there was morning, the sixth day” (Genesis 1:31)
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20

Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[The Sabbath]

[ZAYIN]

125

130

135

140

He lifted those that were spanned with the handbreadth (= the heavens)

And froze those that were founded (= the earth)
He tied them and hanged them

And created them in six days
He filled them with His adorned works

And He saw them, and it was good
“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their host”

(Genesis 2:1)

This God is high and exalted

Extolled on His throne
The glory of His clothed majesty

Covered the heavens
He lifted His arm

The canopy (= the heavens) and the world (= the earth) in bearing
“By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing”

(Genesis 2:2)

“Remember” was done

And “observe” was observed
Its remembering with those who were mourning

And its observing with those who were sitting at the entrance
To rejoice those who were warned by Him (= Israel)

About the pressure of burden
“And on the seventh day He rested from all His work which He did”

(Genesis 2:2)

This is his (= man’s) rest
To guide him forever and ever
The time of its coming
To set for the living and the dead
To tranquilize him from the sweat of the living
And to emancipate him from the sentence of the dead
“And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy” (Genesis 2:3)

Sparks trampled to the depth (= the fire of gehenna)
Shall be cast upon the desecrators of the day of Sabbath (= evil men)
Concealed merits (= manna)
Shall be gathered for its keepers (= righteous men)
Dates of joy
He received with delight
“Because on it He rested from all the work of creating that He had done”
(Genesis 2:3)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[History of Humanity up to Abraham]

[HET]

145

150

155

160

She became pregnant
By the one who is like a breath (= Adam)

His fruits (= Cain and Abel) stood upright
Out of the bosom of the pregnant (= Eve)

The one who bustled about in vain (= Abel), hurried
To graze the beast

“And Cain worked the soil” (Genesis 4:2)

The entreaty of the younger (= Abel) was remembered
While the elder (= Cain) was troubled

The firstborn (= Cain) began
To tear his brother to pieces and to trouble him

He (= God) revealed to him on the land
The blood of the keeper of the land (= Abel)

“For He avenges blood, He remembers it” (Psalm 9:13)

A fruit (= Seth) stood in the world
In place of Abel
His (= Enosh’s) generation began to act sinfully
In the name of vanity
He destroyed their life
And let them be destroyed
“He made the earth by His power, He founded the world” (Jeremiah 10:12)

The violent men of the earth (= the generation of the flood)
Abhorred the waters of the heavens

The mass of waters on the earth
Refused to be broken

He changed the order of the world with destruction as measure for measure
To wipe them away from the earth

“On the surface of the water, their portion of the earth is cursed” (Job 24:18)

He uncovered its floodgates
And gave them its favors (= waters) in abundance

They destroyed its clod
And corrupted its portions

An innocent man (= Noah) among his contemporaries
Taught them its manners

“They know not its ways, nor abide in its paths” (Job 24:13)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

They were swept from the earth
With the springs of the earth
They were sunk into the earth
With the floodgates of the heavens
The good one (= God) took pity on the earth
And swore to the earth
“The waters of Noah would never again cover the earth” (Isaiah 54:9)

Those who daubed the tower with whitewash on the earth (= the generation
of the tower of Babel)

From the dust of the earth
They established the tower on the earth

And it collapsed impetuously
They made a mistake and thought that the flood of the earth

Would not terrify them violently
“Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of
the earth” (Psalm 73:9)

The inhabitants (= the generation of the tower of Babel) of the lower place
(= the earth)
Were its residents
They hurried to ascend from its settlements (= the earth’s)
To the circle of the one that revives the soul (= the heavens)
He caused them to wander, with its blowing
Through all of its places
“He will ruin its face and scatter its inhabitants” (Isaiah 24:1)

Caring with his affection (= Abraham)
His love was wonderful
He departed from among them in his youth
When he was three years old
When he approached the good one (= God)
He (= God) took him from his settlement
“He turns them to dust with His sword, to windblown chaff with His bow”
(Isaiah 41:2)
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26 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

He swept away those who abominated
The covenant of circumcision, and those who mocked it
Much of its dripping (= blood)
Would become remedy for pains
The trouble of wrath (= gehenna) would disappear
And its blood would extinguish
180  “Its bonfire is of much fire and wood” (Isaiah 30:33)

[Binding of Isaac]

[YUD]

The child was born to him by virtue of his prayers
And he trained him in his covenant of circumcision

On the day when he (= Isaac) was to be burnt on coals
He was taken from his community

The heir of the one who sought to assuage God (= Abraham)
When he led him as a tribute

“And God tested Abraham, and He said to him” (Genesis 22:1)

185 The precious one in his eyes (= Isaac)
Born by the word of his creator
He was stirred up from his nest
And he took him from his dwelling
Ishmael, his son
And Eliezer, his faithful servant
“The two youths with him, and Isaac his son” (Genesis 22:3)

He (= Abraham) ran straight
To the altar which was found on the mountain of Moriah
190 His only one who had been chosen (= Isaac)
He bound there to the ground
The envoys of running
Began to weep urgently
“Behold, their mighty ones shall cry outside” (Isaiah 33:7)
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28 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

When he directed his hand
To slay him with his knife

A voice came out from his dwelling (= the heavens)
“Do not lay your hand,” He made him listen

195 He turned his eyes

Behold, a ram in his camp

“And he took the ram, and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son”

(Genesis 22:13)

The son (= Isaac) who was valued by his elder (= Abraham)
As if he had been set on fire as a burnt offering
In his heir’s distress, would be recalled
The ash of his conquest
On the day of judgment in his trembling
His merit would be renewed
200  “Because he poured out his life unto death” (Isaiah 53:12)

[Jacob and His Twelve Sons]

[KAF]
Mighty and radiant (= God)
And His years forever
He (= God) crowned him (=Isaac) by answering his prayers,
With the plain one (= Jacob) and the brazen-faced one (= Esau)
He denied and also killed
And pursued his brother for murder
“Because his anger raged continually and his fury flamed unchecked”
(Amos 1:11)

205 He learned the writings of eloquent speech (= torah)
To watch the doorpost of the temple
Because he bought the goods (= torah)
From the spice of the merchant
When he grasped the heel of his cunning brother
He rebelled and overcame
“He struggled with the angel and overcame him” (Hosea 12:5)

The tent for sitting (= bet midrash) was established for Jacob
To consult and seek guidance
210 To cure and teach the root of his plant (= his twelve sons)
To raise its root
The vineyard to which God has likened it (= Israel)
With the first fruits of its harvest to be satisfied
“The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is the house of Israel” (Isaiah 5:7)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

The one whose palate is sweet (= God) crowned them
Directed them in faithfulness
The crown of honor (= Reuben) shall be faithful
In order not to uproot his men
To tear off the yoke of the Canaanite
The second (= Simeon) in keeping distance
“A cord of three strands (= Levi) is not quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12)

A great lion (= Judah) and the one who springs (= Dan) were exalted
A doe (= Naphtali) and a raider (= Gad) were crowned
The one who yearns for delicacies (= Asher) was praised
Including the one who lies down (= Issachar) and the one about whom
he said, “rejoice!” (= Zebulun)
The one who is called with blessings (= Joseph) was crowned
And the one who dwells in large stones (= Benjamin)
“In the morning he devours the prey, in the evening he divides the plunder”
(Genesis 49:27)

[Exodus]

[LAMED]

225

The food of his multitude (= Israel) disappeared in Canaan
And they were thrown into the waters of the Shihor (= the Nile)
They (= the Israelites) were oppressed, and shed tears
And then the pride of Nof (= Egypt) was plucked
To there they overflowed in seventy
And from there they passed through and overflowed
“Six hundred thousand men on foot, besides children” (Exodus 12:37)

He cut for the plentiful ones (= Israel)
The boiling abyss (= the Red Sea)
He stretched, in order to shelter them,
The stretched covering
He opened for those who cried (= Israel)
The waters of the opened well
“Yet He gave a command to the skies above and opened the doors of the
heavens” (Psalm 78:23)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

He (= Moses) led slowly
Like a man who made his way
He was leading the wandering ones (= Israel) in chains
Like the one who leads those that are with young
He taught them God’s decrees
Through Jekuthiel
“Which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel” (Malachi 3:22)

On the death of the one about whom it was said “and she sang” (= Miriam)
The well disappeared without giving any more water in abundance

On the death of the minister who would answer (= Aaron)
The refuge and support (= the clouds of glory) disappeared

The shepherd of their pasture (= Moses) whispered
And returned them to their fixed places

“Until they reached the border of Canaan” (Exodus 16:35)

The fiery flames of the feared one (= angels)

When they wept for the one in trouble (= Moses)
Manna has never been seen to this day

Since that same day
When the end of days shall be hastened

He (= Elijah) shall bring a jar of manna for redemption
“Before the day comes” (Malachi 3:23)

[The Chosen Clan]

[MEM]

245

He (= the high priest) was found in the tribe of Levi

And was sequestered from his tribe
He would go straight (or: smooth the breaking)

And would repair the breach
He would serve with joy

And in the wisdom of eloquent speech
“True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found”

(Malachi 2:6)

His service for the first and the last one (= God)
A stranger should not approach the qualification (= the priesthood)
A king (= Uzziah) approached the superiority (= the priesthood)
And returned to deficiency (= leprosy)
His forehead was aftlicted with leprosy due to God’s wrath
And became a reminder
“No one except a descendant of Aaron should come” (Numbers 17:5)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

From a fortified city he led them,
An offended brother (= Korah) in their lot (= priesthood)
He rebelled, and then he was swallowed and disappeared
And did not inherit their portion (= priesthood)
The one who is zealous for the king forever (= Phinehas)
Appeared from the seed of their virtue (= the priesthood)
“He and his descendants will have a covenant of a lasting priesthood”
(Numbers 25:13)

Their priestly divisions in regularity

Twenty-four
Their gifts on demand

Twenty-four
They would pray a prayer

In order to raise the sinking one (= Israel)
“Who can count the dust of Jacob or number the fourth part”

(Numbers 23:10)

The one who would purify and sprinkle (= the high priest)
To sprinkle on this day (= Yom Kippur)

This, my god (= God) protected them (= the priests)
Through a prophet (= Moses)

He would sprinkle swiftly
To do on this day

“As he has done this day” (Leviticus 8:34)

[Avodah]

[NUN]

They (= the Levites) would play their songs
And would cast lots to choose a high priest for their congregation
A head of their priesthood (= a high priest)
To sequester to their chamber
He would conduct himself according to their law through seven days
Before the day of their forgiveness
“Atonement is to be made for all the sins of the Israelites” (Leviticus 16:34)
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280

Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

They would read the wisdom before him
Lest there occur a nocturnal pollution
A second married one (= a wife) in marriage,
They would make ready to help him
They would let him know the wisdom
To slaughter and toss in knowledge
“Wise, understanding, and respected men” (Deuteronomy 1:13)

The congregation of my brothers (= priests) conducted him
To take and to sacrifice my perfumes (= incense)

They told him from the writings of my honest men (= the Bible)
To grow accustomed to the gift of my sacrifices

To observe the sacrifice of my perfumes
They adjured him by the name of the living one (= God)

“In His hand is the life of every creature” (Job 12:10)

They moved from around him
They would weep and he would weep in sorrow
They removed the sleep from the one which was turning (= his eyes)
When he heard the sound of the middle finger
He would sing in his heart
And would speak in his utterance
“Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1)

At midnight they would cry outside
Casting lots so that they would win
They would open their mouths for the clearing of the ashes
And would open their mouths for the lamps of the daily offering
They would open their ears for those who would cast lots for the incense
And would make clear who would bring the limbs
“Planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God”
(Psalm 92:14)
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38 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[SAMEKH]

Those who are sustained by righteousness (= the high priest)
Were running to the east in righteousness

To look, in truth and righteousness,
If the rising of righteousness (= the sun) has flashed

The hope of the reminder of righteousness
To stir up for the sleep of righteousness

“Who has stirred up one from the east” (Isaiah 41:2)

285 They would walk the path to the outside
And would go straight to the place of immersion
They would spread a linen sheet
And he would immerse himself and come up, and then they would rejoice
They would urge the chief (= the high priest)
And would enter to dress him
“These are the garments they are to make” (Exodus 28:4)

The rejection of their linen undergarments
About the exposure of their nakedness
290 The forgiveness of their woven tunic
To bear the names (or: the sin of a tunic) of their tribes
The ability of the sash of their girdles
To forget the sin of their multitudes
“Girded with girdles upon their loins” (Ezekiel 23:15)

He arranged the crown-turban
To cancel the uncovering of a head
The garments of a sewn robe
To put their treachery to shame
295 Its edge (or: lip) and its voice would speak
To atone for the evil speaking
“Because on this day atonement will be made” (Leviticus 16:30)

He would put an ephod on the heart
From the navel to the heart
Forgiving the pondering of the heart
And the wrapping of those who conceal the heart
To raise the soul and the heart
To the one who examines the minds and the hearts (= God)
300 “Since He knows the secret of the heart” (Psalm 44:22)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[AYIN]

305

310

315

320

On the ephod, to shed the light

Of two bright stones
On them, the names of the bright one (= Israel)

Were clarified with a shamir
The world on the precious stone

Was like the constellation on the ceiling (= in the heavens)
“He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name”

(Psalm 147:4)

On one stone half of their names
And also half of their letters
Twenty-five of their letters
Were the letters of Reuben and Simeon in their pronunciation
Adding Levi and Judah to them
With Dan and Naphtali, six of them
“And the remaining six names on the other stone in the order of their birth”
(Exodus 28:10)

The making of a breastpiece, in order not to deceive

Those who judge with a deceitful heart
On it were the tribes of Jacob

Mentioning their names in four rows
Lest their children decay,

Engraved on it explicitly
Were the names of “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”

(Exodus 3:16; 2 Kings 13:23)

Those who are shameless and those who annoy others
Were forgiven with phylacteries between the eyes
Those who are brazen-faced and those who are disgraceful
Were protected with a frontlet on the forehead
On them were prepared
Marked engravings
The names of “God of gods and Lord of lords” (Deuteronomy 10:17)

He consulted and asked, like one who studies,
To train himself in the urim and thummim
He put on eight garments together
Like a wise man who teaches
His powerful appearance in beauty
Was likened when he stood
To “Michael, the great prince who stands” (Daniel 12:1)
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[PE]

325

330

335

Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

He sanctified his face (= his hands and his feet) in order to instruct
And slaughtered according to the laws

One officer from the groups
Completed according to the warning

He walked to toss and scatter (the blood)
And burned the columns of smoke (= the incense)

“Every morning when he tends the lamps” (Exodus 30:7)

He offered the piece and the head
The baked cakes, and the pouring of the new wine
He turned to the parvah to ask
And sanctified again as from the beginning
He stripped off his clothes to immerse himself in abundance
Lest reliable stock (= Israel) should be thrashed
“He shall bathe himself with water in a holy place” (Leviticus 16:24)

There he dried his body
And took his garments and put them on

The palms of his hands and their feelings (= fingers)
He sanctified with his feet

He turned and moved from there
And came to the inscribed bull

“To the place where he had stood” (Genesis 19:27)

The face of the sacrificed bull
Was toward the west
Also his (= the high priest’s) face was toward the west
When he stood in the east, awaiting behind the bull
The transgression of the junior and the senior
To move far from the numerous people (= Israel)
“As far as the east is from the west” (Psalm 103:12)
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340

Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

He opened his mouth in a beautiful speech,

“Compassionate one (= God)! May your wrath be allayed!”
“May my prayer be beautified before you!

And may my iniquity and sin be forgiven!”
For his transgressions to be forgiven in confession

He came to his bull
“He laid his hand on the head of the bull” (Leviticus 4:4)
“And thus he used to say” (Yoma 3:8)

[TSADI]

345

350

He walked to the gateway of the entrance with joy
And his heart was joyful
Besides him were two diligent men (= the prefect and the chief of the father’s
house)
They were tied to him on this side and on that side
Two goats were connected
They were connected there
“From the Israelite community he is to take two male goats” (Leviticus 16:5)

He took the lots and sentenced
By shaking the casket
In order to sink the iniquity into the depth of the dropping (= the sea)
And also the sin which was engraved with iron
He commanded them to strengthen God
And the strength would be for those who would strengthen God
“One lot for the Lord and the other for the scapegoat” (Leviticus 16:8)

The justice of the raised lot (= the lot bearing the Name)
If it was raised in the right hand
The prefect and envoy of the upheld one (= Israel)
Would say, “Raise your right hand”
If it appeared in the left hand and was raised,
The chief would answer, “Raise your left hand”
“For this is what the high and the lofty one says” (Isaiah 57:15)
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46 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

He put these two lots with hope
On the goats of the community
355 He cried to speak,
“A sin offering to the name of the power (= God)”
In order to send the scapegoat to the zsug (= ravine)
He bound a binding (= a thread of crimson wool) on his head
“By sending it into the desert as a scapegoat” (Leviticus 16:10)

He walked his way
To the bull on which he would lay his hands
The prayer of his whisper
When he whispered for the sons of Aaron (= Israel)
360 He cried in his confession
About the transgressions of his tribe and its revolt
“And make atonement for himself and for his house” (Leviticus 16:6)
“And thus he used to say” (Yoma 4:2)

[KUF]
He cut it and offered the basin
And collected its blood in it
He called and met the one,
Who would stir it up in the multitude
365 He went swiftly, not being lazy
To the altar of fire
“He is to take a censer full of burning coals” (Leviticus 16:12)

The heated burning (= the glowing cinders)
He poured out on the terrace
They submitted to him with strength
The ladle and the tureen (= here, firepan) according to the law
He took the ground (= the incense) from it
As it was legislated
370  “And two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense” (Leviticus 16:12)
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48 Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

He took incense
And mixed it in the ladle
He took his sling (= the ladle) in the left hand
And the firepan of spice in the right hand
He went through the sanctuary when he was taken
Because he was clever
“A wise man will hear, and will increase learning” (Proverbs 1:5)

375 He hurried to go to the south
And came to the place between the curtain
Swiftly he turned his way to the left
Toward the ark of the reviving of the soul (= torah)
He was brought to the eastern part of the place
There the hidden power was hiding
“In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared” (Psalm 89:8)

He offered his incense to be perpetual
In the foundation of the ancient sanctuary
380 To buy the flock of people (= Israel)
He arranged and came out to invite them
He shortened the prayer in order not to frighten them
About their iniquities and revolts
“And then Aaron’s sons the priests shall bring the blood” (Leviticus 1:5)

[RESH]
The officer of the people (= the high priest) ran
To atone for their transgressions
He sprinkled the blood on it (= the curtain) once upward
And counted seven times downward
385 He put the blood gracefully
On the graceful stand
“He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people”
(Leviticus 16:15)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

He whispered a beautiful speech
And received its (= the goat’s) blood like the bull’s blood
“By this the evil shall be nullified
And by this the iniquity shall be forgiven”
He hurried and came, and counted
One and seven in number
“And do with it as he did with the bull's blood” (Leviticus 16:15)

He put it on the stand in his sanctuary
And to sprinkle the bull’s blood as though he were wielding a whip in his
strength
He walked swiftly as he used to do
He strengthened himself toward the ark
He also received before himself some
Of the blood of the goat for his community
“As he did with the bull for a sin offering, so shall he do with this”
(Leviticus 4:20)

He sacrificed the bull’s blood and the goat’s blood by mixing them together
And purified the altar

He sprinkled the four horns of the altar
And proceeded to sprinkle seven times

He sang and praised
The God who praises himself

“He poured out the blood at the base of the altar” (Leviticus 8:15; 9:9)

He ran, with God as his refuge,

To the goat of azazel (= scapegoat)
To work a cure for this people (= Israel)

And to raise justice
He laid his hands on its head, and hurried

To ask for mercy from God
“And confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel”

(Leviticus 16:21)

“And thus he used to say” (Yoma 6:2)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

[SHIN]

405

410

415

He sent it away from there
In the care of an inscribed man appointed for the task
He offered the slaughtered ones (= the bull and goat)
And burned the fat portions of the fire offering
Those who were to burn them, in their multitude,
Took them outside
“And they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their dung”
(Leviticus 16:27)

His path to the solitary place (= the wilderness)
About a mile in walking, and about a mile in returning
Waiting time enough to go a mile according to the warning
And they knew that he had reached the solitary place (= the wilderness)
And at the ten places
They were waving towels from the sentinel posts in order to bring good
news
“And the priests and the people who stood in the temple court” (Yoma 6:2)

He stripped off his checkered weaving (= linen garments) and sanctified
with joy
And put on his own garments
He read the biblical section as it was revealed
And pronounced eight benedictions to be qualified
He taught as the one who studies to qualify
For the law, the temple service, the thanksgiving, and the forgiveness of sin
“For the temple, the Israelites, the priests, and the rest a prayer” (Yoma 7:1)

He concealed his body from the people
And immersed himself and dried himself in gracefulness
He put on the eight garments and was made graceful
And sanctified his hands and his feet as at other times
He would make the additional offerings of the people
His ram and the ram of the people
“To make atonement for himself and for the people” (Leviticus 16:24)
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420 He sanctified his hands and his feet for the sixth time
And immersed himself in holiness
So that he would change his vestments for the white ones
And would sanctify again
From the house of the holy of holies
He would bring out the tools of spice (= the ladle and firepan), and sanctify
“And take off the linen garments he put on before he entered the most holy
place” (Leviticus 16:23)

Observing and immersing himself as it was said
And putting on the garments and sanctifying his hands and his feet as it was
observed
425 He would complete the gift of evening (= the daily offering at evening)
And would raise the fragrances (= the incense) with the lamps
He would raise his hands and bless to observe
The threefold in the benediction of “Say” (= the priestly benediction)
“Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying” (Isaiah 19:25)

[TAV]
The end of the work of his ornaments (= his vestments)
He would sanctify his hands and his feet according to the laws
He would strip off the dresses of his ornaments
And would put on his coverings (= his raiment)
430 The elders of his tribes
Would go with him to his house, with his rulers
“All Israel, with their elders, officials, and judges” (Joshua 8:33)

The innocent ones (= Israel) at that time
Were waiting for salvation
That their messenger of the scapegoat had been paid heed by God
To delight his heart
They were standing to pray
And he, suddenly, toward the redeemed one (= Israel)
435 “Who brings good tidings, who proclaims salvation” (Isaiah 52:7)
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Chapter 1: E’ezrah Gevurah

“Give us a sign,”

They replied to the messenger of the goat
He said to them, “Look

At the thread that my sages have arranged”
“I tied one half of it, as they had prepared it, to the rock,

And the other half between the goat’s horns, as they had understood”
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow”

(Isaiah 1:18)

It (= the goat) fell down the hills
And its bones were smashed
It went down, and was broken
In pieces
The upright ones (= Israel) have known
That he (= the messenger) was faithful in his words
“He who walks righteously and speaks what is right” (Isaiah 33:15)

The crimson roundings (= the sins)
Were cleansed as white as wool
They would be burnt forever
In deep waters
And drinking of beverages
And eating of delicacies
“Go your way, eat sumptuously, and drink sweet beverages” (Nehemiah 8:10)

The iniquity of the terrible one (= Israel) has ended
By means of the speech of his lips (= his prayer)
To the sun in its cycle
He (= the high priest) was likened, when he came out
On this side and on that side, they were joining him
In order to adorn him with ornaments and embellishments
“Who is like a bridegroom comimg out of his chamber” (Psalm 19:6)
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Chapter 2

Ba-Meromim

A. Introduction

1. Previous Editions and Publications

Part of this piyyut was previously edited by Malachi (Z. Malachi, “The ‘Avoda’
for Yom Kippur: Its Characteristics, History, and Development in Hebrew
Poetry,” PhD diss., Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 1974, vol. 2, 189-200).
Malachi’s edition, based on two manuscripts, contains the acrostic units for
the letters HE to HET and from the letter KAF to the end of the alphabet. He
provides neither variant readings in a systematic manner nor commentary on
the piyyut.

Ten years ago, I prepared a critical edition of this piyyut (from ALEF to HET
and from YUD to the end) with variant readings and a detailed list of biblical,
rabbinic, and paytanic sources and parallels (N. Katsumata, “Sidre Avodah for
the Day of Atonement from the Generation of Saadya Gaon,” master’s thesis,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 1998, 90—137). In this edition, based on four
different copies of this piyyut in ten manuscript fragments, I adopted the eclectic
method. The full edition was later published for the first time in an academic
journal and, similar to the one mentioned earlier, was eclectic (N. Katsumata,
“An Additional Seder Avodah for Yom Kippur by Shelomoh Suleiman Al-
Sinjari,” Frankfurter Judaistische Beitrdge 29 [2002], 1-56).

In what follows, this earlier edition has been fundamentally altered by
changing from an eclectic to a diplomatic method of editing. In addition, I have
reread all of the manuscripts, compiled the variant readings anew, and composed
an improved commentary on the piyyut. Together with the new edition, I have
translated the entire piyyut into English for the first time.

11 Structure and Content

The Seder Avodah [...] Ba-Meromim by Shelomoh Suleiman, the beginning
of which is missing in the manuscript, comprises twenty-two alphabetical
units, with each unit constructed of ten two-line strophes. Each line is divided
into two hemistichs of three to five word units each. Each strophe opens with
the final word of the strophe preceding it (shirshur, or concatenation). In this
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English translation, the concatenated word appears in boldface.! This piyyut
is not preserved in its full form; the following list shows the number of extant
strophes in each unit as found in the Cairo Genizah fragments: ALEF-5,
BET-6, GIMEL-7, DALET-10, HE-10, VAV-10, ZAYIN-10, HET-4,
TET-0, YUD-6, KAF-10, LAMED-10, MEM-10, NUN-10, SAMEKH-10,
AYIN-10, PE-9, TSADI-9, KUF-10, RESH-10, SHIN-10, TAV-10.> The
paytan signs his name in the alphabetical units SHIN and TAV as he does in
the Seder Avodah Eezrah Gevurah: 0213 »1% 131 11°910.° The contents of the
alphabetical units are as follows:

ALEF — Praise of God (very fragmentary)

The unity of God is declared: “From the beginning He has been one” (line 4);
“There is no substitute for Him” (line 7); “There is no God besides Him” (line
8).

BET — Things Preceding the Creation of the World (very fragmentary)

According to rabbinic sources, the creation of seven things preceded that of
the world by two thousand years: the Torah, the Divine Throne, paradise, hell,
repentance, the Celestial Sanctuary, and the Name of “Messiah.” In this unit of
the piyyut, three of these are apparently alluded to: paradise (lines 15-16), hell
(lines 18-19), and repentance (lines 20-22).

GIMEL — Acts of the First Day (very fragmentary)

In rabbinic thought, God created the world using ten attributes: wisdom,
understanding, knowledge, strength, discipline, might, righteousness, judgment,
loving kindness, and compassion. Two of these are apparently mentioned here:
might (line 26) and strength (line 27). Likewise, on the first day of creation,
God was thought to have produced ten things: the heavens and the earth, Tohu
and Bohu, light and darkness, wind and water, and the duration of the day and
the duration of the night. Five of these are mentioned here: the heavens and the
earth (line 30), Tohu and Bohu (line 32), and darkness (line 33).

I There is no shirshur between the final strophe of the PE unit and the first strophe of
the TSADI unit, between the end of the TSADI unit and the beginning of the KUF unit, and
between the end of the RESH unit and the beginning of the SHIN unit. However, no shirshur
is necessary, as a version of the confession (viddui) of the high priest separates the two units
in each instance. See lines 275, 294, and 337.

2 The number of strophes in the PE and TSADI units (nine instead of ten) apparently
represents the original form of the poem, as there is no defect in the manuscript.

3 The paytan sets his acrostic in the first letter of the second line in each strophe. He uses
the letter LAMED twice in the word “0%19” (line 371 and line 373). The final strophe is not
involved in the acrostic signature.
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DALET — Acts of the Second Day

In this unit, several of God’s ten attributes that were used for the creation of
the world are mentioned: wisdom, understanding, and knowledge (line 38). On
the second day, God produced four things: the firmament, hell, fire, and the
angels. All of these are mentioned here. The separation of the waters into upper
and lower waters and the objection of the lower waters to this division and
separation are also mentioned (line 41).

HE — Acts of the Third and Fourth Days

In this unit, the acts of the third and fourth days of creation are described. On
the third day, the waters rebelled against God’s command, “Let the waters be
gathered together” (Genesis 1:9) and wept: “They were making a noise like the
noise of the seas” (line 58), and “They could not have been still” (line 60). On
the fourth day, God produced the sun, the moon, and the stars. The harmony
between the sun and the moon is emphasized: “The sun shone on the earth, the
moon brightened in the heavens” (line 69); “To shed light on the earth day and
night, and to govern the day and the night. The sun during the day, not at night,
and the moon for the government of the night” (lines 71-72).

VAV — Acts of the Fifth and Sixth Days

In this unit, the acts of the fifth and sixth days of creation are described. On
the fifth day, God created the fish and the birds. The latter were created out of
marshy ground saturated with water (line 80). Also mentioned here (line 84)
is the creation of Ziz, Behemoth, and Leviathan, and that Leviathan will be
caught and brought to Jerusalem at the end of days (lines 86—87). On the sixth
day, man was created. The way in which the creation of humankind is depicted,
however, is not necessarily encouraging, including as it does mention of an evil
inclination from the inception (line 93).

ZAYIN — Adam and Eve

In this unit, the sin of Adam and Eve and the cruel fate of human beings, which
arose as a result of the former, are depicted. God warned man against violating
his commandment by means of words containing the root Z-H-R: “God warned
(ziher) man to obey six commands” (line 98); “He abandoned the order of the
one who warned him (mazhiro) and rejected His warning (zihuro). He brought
His warning (zihuro) to profanation” (lines 102—3). As aresult of the profanation
(hillul) (line 103) and disregard (zillul) (lines 104-5) of His commandments,
God brought to justice three sinners (Adam, Eve, and the serpent) and punished
four (including the earth) (line 106). Also presented here is the pessimistic view
that as soon as an infant is born, a rumor would tell the date of its death (line
112).
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HET — Cain and Abel (fragmentary)

Adam was rescued from the fires of hell by virtue of the Sabbath, for which
he intoned a song of its praise (line 120). He then sired two children: Cain and
Abel. Two sinners — Adam, the father, and Cain, the son — both have the same

epithet applied to them: “worker of the soil” (Adam in line 113 and Cain in line
123).

YUD-KAF — Binding (Sacrifice) of Isaac

Two units are dedicated to the single biblical episode of the binding of Isaac
(Genesis 22). Here, the sacrifice is depicted in a detailed and even theatrical
fashion, while making use of numerous midrashic elements. The worshipers
who would hear this piyyut in the synagogue were witnessing the tension-filled
drama of the story of Isaac, much as it might be viewed in a theater. We find
the paytan adopting literary strategies through which he is able to heighten the
dramatic effect of this biblical story.

First and foremost, it is important to note that the paytan highlights the
complete harmony between father and son during their journey to the site of the
offering. For example, the paytan clearly distinguishes, on the one hand, these
two righteous men who saw the holy place from afar and, on the other hand, the
two youths (identified as Ishmael and Eliezer) who did not see it (lines 125-26).
Likewise, the paytan emphasizes the joint progress of the father and son (lines
127-28). These two righteous men also worked together to build the altar (line
129). The paytan, moreover, portrays Abraham and Isaac symmetrically — the
father binds and the son is bound (line 148).

The most salient element of the passage is the active intervention of the
angels. They weep and are astonished at the cruelty of the trial and ask God to
have compassion (lines 13637, 144-48). And indeed, God answers the angels’
entreaty and the voice of His messenger calls out from the heavens (Genesis
22:12). Here, too, the paytan develops the direct speech of Scripture in a process
that employs numerous words to indicate the first and second person (lines
148-56).

LAMED — From Isaac to Exodus

In this unit, the paytan summarily relates the biblical stories of Isaac after the
binding, the birth of Jacob and Esau, the twelve sons of Jacob, their descent
into Egypt, and the Exodus. Numeric comparisons are frequently used in this
unit: Jacob took twelve stones, therefore, he was blessed with twelve sons (lines
163—-64); there were fen miracles performed for Israel in Egypt, contrasting
ten plagues brought upon Egypt (line 168). The unit closes by mentioning the
disappearance of water as a result of Miriam’s death (line 176).
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MEM — The Chosen Clan

This unit opens by mentioning the return of water by virtue of Aaron (line
177). With this episode, the description of the creation of the world and the
history of mankind concludes. From this point on, we move to the description
of the chosen family — the descendants of Aaron the High Priest. Several words
conveying sacred concepts are employed in this unit. Thus, for example, words
containing the root Q-D-SH (holiness): godesh (bis), bagodesh, migodesh (bis)
(lines 179-81), gedoshim, veqiddushim, veqadosh maqdishim (lines 189-90),
and T-H-R (cleanliness): letaharut (line 180), betohar, letahor (line 190). The
names of those who rebelled against the priesthood are also mentioned in this
unit: Korah (line 182) and Uzziah (line 184).

NUN-TAV — Avodah (Priestly Rite)

The second part of the Seder Avodah, the ritual section, describes the service
of the high priest in the temple on the holiest day of the Jewish year, relying
basically on the description of the service found in the Mishnah Yoma. It now
becomes clear that the description of the “history of sins” from the creation of
the world has, in fact, been leading up to this point. All of these sins arose, as
it were, in order that they might be atoned for on Yom Kippur. Following are
some of the characteristics of this section.

In the AYIN-PE units, the paytan describes the eight garments of the high
priest and the atoning power of each. The high priest in this section is also
depicted as an active and powerful figure, in sharp contrast to the passive and
quiet image of him portrayed in Mishnah Yoma. His glory is even compared
here with that of the angel Michael (line 232).

In this section, we also find a strong emphasis on the words spoken by the
high priest and other participants in the Avodah service. Some examples of
statements by the high priest, other priests, and the Israelites in this section
include: “Forgive now the iniquity of the people loaded with iniquity (Israel)”
(line 235); “Either it shall be parched, or it shall be fertile. Holy One (God),
make our land fertile and our bed verdant” (lines 313—14); “You will find favor
and honor. Your hand will find all your enemies; your right hand will seize those
that hate you. When you gave them favor and honor to taste, you have brought
them to your upright ones (Israel)” (lines 359-61); “Because of this which is
known (7orah), do not be afraid, O worm (Israel). The whitened crimson (sin)
to make as white as snow. To this, pay your attention, men of understanding
(Israel)” (lines 371-73).
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B. Text, Apparatus, and Translation

Symbols Used in This Edition

[ 1 Square brackets denote restorations.

() Parentheses denote erasure.
Two-dot ellipses denote a lacuna of less than a single word.
Three-dot ellipses denote a lacuna of a full word.
Four-dot ellipses denote a lacuna of more than one word.

List of Manuscripts

Sigla Fragments
X Cambridge, T-S NS 328. 57 (lines 1-22) (=1x)
Cambridge, T-S NS 115. 166 (lines 23-34, 42-54) (=2x)
Cambridge, T-S NS 116. 120-121 (lines 57-89, 283-353) (=3x)
St.4 Petersburg, Russian National Library, Antonin 36 (lines 125-252)
(=7%)

2 New York, Jewish Theological Seminary, ENA 3724. 3—4 (lines
35-63, 356-376) (=12)
New York, Jewish Theological Seminary, ENA 2672. 38-39 (lines
63-120, 303-310, 332-336) (=22)
New York, Jewish Theological Seminary, ENA 2676. 5 (lines
314-331, 340-355) (=32)

b Budapest, Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia (Hungarian Academy of
Sciences), MS Kaufmann, Genizah 68 (olim 26) (lines 55-124,
130-377)

3 Cambridge, T-S NS 272. 66 (lines 198-230) (=1'l)
New York, Jewish Theological Seminary, ENA 2676. 18 (lines
294-320) (=27)

Base Manuscripts

Lines 1-54 = X
Lines 55-377 =13
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104 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

[Praise of God]

[ALEF]

[....] In the heights (= the heavens)

]
[...] Fill the world

]

He has frightened with His terror
[....]

From the beginning He has been one

]

5 [...] In the height of His dwelling (= the heavens)

[....]
He did what He desired according to His thought

]

[...] Because there is no substitute for Him
From all [....]

[...] There is no god besides Him
Therefore [....]

[...] Upon all of His work
I will give him [...]
10 [..]
[....]

[Things Preceding the Creation of the World]

[BET]

]
]

]
[...

.] in the multitude
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106 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim
In the multitude [....]
[...] The palace of the forest of Lebanon
[....]
[....] To guard
15 To guard|....]
[...] Her desert like Eden
[....]
In the east, she was planted in Eden
In Eden [....]
And He will draw water with joy
[....]
Sulfur has burned among her
Among her [....]
The fire pit (= gehennah) [...]
20 [...]
To return the unfaithful daughter (= Israel) to repentance
To repentance |[....]
In order not to destroy them in mercy
[....] It preceded the creation of the world
To say, “Return, sons of man”
[The First Day]
[GIMEL]
[...] She has been raised from time immemorial
[....]
He lifted up the true law [...]
[....] Their boundary
25  The dreadful one (= God) has set their boundary from the beginning

[..]

He raised burning coals with strength

[
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108 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

[...] And power in His hand

[....]

To give majesty to His splendor
[....]

[...] Until they disappeared
[....]

30  The ravine (= the earth) and the canopy (= the heavens) were created together

[....]

[...] The heights (= the heavens) [...]
[....]

He revealed from them tohu and bohu
[....]

[...] From darkness and gloom
And it was measured [....]

[
]

35 ..
]

fences of [....]

]

Th

—_— 0 —

[The Second Day]

[DALET]
[....] He produced seed
To sprinkle [....]
[...] He made a firmament for His works
With the skill and ability of knowledge

Knowledge [....]
[...] In waters, and they were divided into two
40  When a boundary was placed in the middle of the canopy (= the heavens)

[..]
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45

50

55

Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

[....] Their dwelling
And the lower waters grieved in their place

[....]
[....] Their judgment

He brought their judgment to light
The excellent and glorious one (= God)
Those who were speaking (= the angels) [....]
[...] Ariver of fire

They were burning their speech out of fire
And they were shining as the flames of fire
[....] To establish
They were being burnt from evening to evening

They were being burnt and renewed |[...]

In the word of the one who formed the mountains (= God)
They would not delay to do the word of His mouth

They were dwelling in the height of the world (= the heavens)

They were dwelling |....]
He hurried to create their fire
The kindling of fire [...]
He planted in it (= gehennah) seven houses

The houses of the firmament were crowned
And the waters of fountains even increased

[....]
And they raised their eyes to the height (= the heavens)

They raised and lifted up toward the bitter waters (= the lower waters)
Beneath the mighty waters (= the upper waters)

The kindling of the firmament and those which were rushing down

(= the waters)
They were speaking to the mighty one at the height (= God)

They were speaking praise for the one who measured the waters (= God)
On the second day [...]

[....] With lips
The voice of the Lord is over the waters
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112 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

[The Third Day and the Fourth Day]

[HE]
The waters were like walls
They would mount up to the heavens and would go down to the depths
In them there were [...]
And they were making a noise like the noise of the sea

They were making a noise until it shone [...]
[....]
60  Indeed they could not have been still
Until they became frightened by the loud voice

They became frightened when He said, “Let them be gathered”
Then they were gathered to one place
They went from there [...]

[..]

[...] The grounds and they were conquered
He merely blew on them and they withered
They were clothed with splendor and majesty
[....] They hurried

65  They hurried to produce plant and vegetation
[...] The tree of every fruit
The oblivion (= the earth) sprouted and bore seed
And the third day came to an end

The third day was declining to evening
And the authority of night had arrived
The fourth day began to function
And the sun was raised up to the canopy (= the heavens)

The sun shone on the earth
And the moon brightened in the heavens
70 The two of them were fixed for peace
While the earth remains

To shed light on the earth day and night
And to govern the day and the night
The sun during the day, not at night
And the moon for the government of the night
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114 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

The night was given to him (= the moon) because of the quarrels
Because he ran after [...] when they were multiplied

His light was reduced in order not to provide sparks
[...] And the stars

75  The stars were arranged in their course
The lights were given in the firmament
They were to serve for the fixing of times
As signs to mark seasons, and days, and years

[The Fifth Day and the Sixth Day]

[VAV]
And years, cycles, jubilees, and periods
He delivered to the masters of collections (= sanhedrin)
[...] To scrutinize the flawless ones (= forah)
And He multiplied the kinds of beasts and birds

And birds in the dust of the earth
And from there He sought out food for them
80  And He multiplied moving creatures from the beautiful pool of water
And there are creeping things beyond number

Beyond number for clean birds
The one who wraps Himself in light (= God) has set

And He counted the number of unclean birds in the teaching of light (= forah)
The dreadful, excellent, and glorious God

And the glorious one (= God) gave their gathered food
At its proper time, not delayed

And it was given from the day of the creation
Of Ziz of the field, Behemoth, and Leviathan

85  And Leviathan for the inheritance of the portion
He prepared from the foundation of the world
When the time of mourning is over (= in the world to come)
He shall be pulled in with a fishhook and with a rope

And with a rope the Holy One (= God) shall tie down his tongue
While drawing it out to my holy high mountain (= Jerusalem)
And when He delights me on the day of redemption
The fifth and the sixth days come to an end
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116 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

And on the sixth day, the oblivion (= the earth) produced
Every kind of plant that was under the ground
90  And the cattle on the hills for pasturing
And man for fruitfulness and increase

And increase has worsened from the beginning
Because he did not stretch out on the bed
And forever in Eden, he could eat everything but
The fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil

And He (= God) created with him (= Adam) the evil one from his childhood
(= inclination)

Evil inclination that gave names for all
And to examine in it (= this inclination) all creatures

Before the one who spoke and called (= God)

95  And he called the names for every creature
According to the knowledge and understanding of his creator
And he called the name of the Lord to mention it
The Lord is the God of hosts, the Lord is His name

[Adam and Eve]

[ZAYIN]
His name would be exalted from generation to generation
Night and day
He warned man to obey six commandments
According to what He determined

He determined to make a helper suitable for him
And took a rib away from his side
100  She (= Eve) was prepared to help him
And He presented him with a precious gift

He presented him in order for him to take care of the tree of life
To take care of it forever and ever

He abandoned the order of the one who warned him (= God)
And left His warning
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105

110

115

Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

He (= Adam) brought His warning to profanation
[....]

This (= Eve), when she answered him (with) a speech,
Caused him disregard

When the disregard of their honor overcame them

And the voice of the majestic one (= God) thundered
He invited three sinners (= Adam, Eve, and the serpent) to the court to
undermine them

And cursed the four (= including the earth)

He cursed first

The one with evil tongue (= the serpent), to begin with
He cursed it with ten languages of curse

For the temptation of the one who eats greedily (= Eve)

He (= God) hurried to oppress the one who eats greedily (= Eve)
By means of rule and desire

She shall be oppressed in menstruation and pregnancy
And the fatigued pain of childbirth shall be an outcry

She shall make a more severe outery for her infant
On the day of his birth as a result of procreation
A rumor shall tell about the date of his death
And it shall be only terror

He shall give terror in his labor
The one who works his land (= man)

He shall collect its sown (= its produce) in roaring
In the labor of the hand with his sweat

He shall multiply his sweat according to his hopes

For the thorns and thistles of his desires (= the land)
This is the labor of his pains

All the days of his life
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120 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

[Cain and Abel]

[HET]
His life would hang in doubt before him
During all the days of his meaninglessness
The land was found guilty because of him
And it was made to be his portion

His portion was uprooted from the garden
And man did not abide there in honor even for one day
120 When he understood that he had been saved from the judgment
He examined a psalm, a song for the Sabbath

He examined his rib (= Eve) when she became quiet
And she came in heat

Parts of her belly gave forth
She formed her early fruits (= her children)

She formed the worker of the soil (= Cain)
And the keeper of the beast (= Abel)

Cain began to bring the fruits of the soil
And Abel [....]

[Binding of Isaac]

[YUD]

125 [...] When the days had tripled for the swift ones (= Abraham and Isaac)
They saw the hill at the height of the mountains
Ishmael and Eliezer, the young men,
Did not see like the righteous ones

The righteous ones walked straight with a single heart
To fulfill the special word

One advising the other
And they, the two, went together
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122 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

Together as they built the altar of the burnt offering
A son and his father with joy
130 The only one (= Isaac) said to the father, “Where is the lamb for
the burnt offering,
That our offering would contain?”

“The one who says and acts (= God) will contain our offering”
His father answered him, as the one who takes refuge in God
“He will provide the lamb
And He will do what is right in His eyes”

“He will do with compassion for the sake of His name,”
The father said, “in order not to destroy completely”

As those who flee (= angels) shouted from above (= the heavens)
The envoys of peace tied their wailings

135 They screamed their wailings when they heard from these
All these words
Together they uttered to one another,
“Who has heard such a thing, or who has seen such things?”

[KAF]
“Who has seen such things in such an act,
The like of which should never be done?”
Because the father binds, his eyes raised to the heights (= the heavens)
And the son is bound before him like a lamb

He was bent like a lamb led to the slaughter,
The son was bent to be bound
140 He (= Abraham) bound him (= Isaac), and he drew the knife close to him
And he completed his soul, and he bent his neck

He bent for the slaughter [...] on the height of the mountains
And he said, “I will raise my eyes to the mountains”

As one the mighty and tremendous hordes (= the angels) cried out
The mighty ones without number

The mighty ones wept bitterly from within (= within the heavens)
And the brave ones cried aloud outside, “What was this about?”

As one they implored the one who preserves those condemned to die (= God)
“Where is the covenant you have made?”
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Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

“You have made the covenant of your being

To multiply its seed like the stars of your heavens”
“Today if you do not deliver them with your mercy,

Who will call out to you on the sea, ‘“Who is like you?’”

“There is no one like you, who examines the minds
And who dwells with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit”
“You indeed examined the minds of the one who bound (= Abraham)
And you found the heart of the one who was bound (= Isaac)
to be righteous”

The one who often forgives (=God) spoke righteously,
“Lay not your hand on him,” He caused him (= Abraham) to listen
“Because he is held before me as the one who was slaughtered with joy
As a burnt offering, as an offering”

“I have accepted his sacrifice as an offering

And I have received his sacrifice as a burnt offering”
“It is written before me in his book (= forah)

To give his ransom for him and his seed (= Israel)”

“As his ransom I have given a ram caught in the thicket
Offer it instead of your beloved one (= Isaac)”

“All will be blessed through what you have done
And I have given you all as in your heart”

“As in your heart [ will delight in your sacrifice
And your fountain will not be destroyed”
“Like the stars too many to count
And like the sand on the shores of the sea for multitudes”

[From Isaac to Exodus]

[LAMED]

160

For multitudes the perfect rock (= God) blessed

The one saved from the burning coals of the broom tree (= Isaac)
He (= Isaac) prayed on behalf of his wife, and He answered his prayer
in mercy

With two nations and two peoples (= Jacob and Esau)

In his speech he made the peoples bow down to him
And in his prayer he made nations serve him

To the people that He (= God) bought for him
And that He chose for the inheritance for him
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Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

To him (= Jacob) he (= Isaac) has bequeathed ten benedictions
Which would bless in the heavens and on the earth

They were like crowns bound on his head
To protect him on the day of battle

To protect his head with shields
He took twelve stones;
Therefore, he was endowed with twelve sons
They would rest in the shadow of the Almighty

They would rest in his shadow to rely on him
When they settled in the land of Canaan
To fulfill “Know for certain!” in reply
They all were dragged to Zoan (= Egypt)

They descended to Zoan in seventy families

And the upheld ones (= Israel) ascended in about six hundred thousand men
For them were performed ten miracles

And on those who drive (= the Egyptians) were performed ten plagues

Upon those who drive, He poured a spirit of dizziness
And did not spare them from death

He shut the gulf of the sea behind doors
And spread out a cloud as a covering

As a covering they were crowned with glory
And food (= manna) was rained down for them to fullness
Waters of the well were poured to their fill
To glorify the name of the one who is good and who does good (= God)

To glorify their planting forever

To give them manna to eat, through a messenger (= Moses)
Through him He bequeathed the law (= forah) to them

To feed them all his days

To feed them the waters were shed

Through the dance of Mahanayim (= Miriam)
When she went away from the eyes

There was no water
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128 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

[The Chosen Clan]

[MEM]
Water returned to the faithful ones (= Israel)
Through a trustworthy envoy (= Aaron)
When the priest (= Aaron) died, the clouds moved
And again he (= Moses) returned them, because they were guarding
as clouds

They were guarding as clouds the priestly divisions of the sanctuary
To make atonement for them in the sanctuary
180 They were ready for the cleanliness of the sanctuary
To send their help from the sanctuary

From the sanctuary of their service, everyone should keep away
Lest any stranger should come near

The flattering one (= Korah) decided to dissent from the priesthood
His portion was swallowed, and he was condemned as a stranger

A stranger shall not come near in his foolishness
And he shall not become like Korah and his followers

When a king (= Uzziah) burned incense in his arrogance
His forehead was aftlicted with leprosy and he descended from
his kingship

185 He descended from his kingship, so that he would suffer
And would be disgraced in a separate house
Because he became angry at the priesthood
And tried to receive the priestly contributions

Twenty-four priestly contributions
Were arranged for them
Twenty-four priestly divisions
They would preserve as measure for measure

They would preserve the priestly divisions of months
For the one who is dreaded in the great council of the holy ones (= God)
190 They would serve in cleanliness and holiness
Because they would regard as holy the clean and Holy One (= God)

They would regard as holy the one who does terrible things (= God)
Through the envoy of the hosts (= the high priest)

They would consecrate him
For seven days of ordinations
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Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

Ordinations and perfumes of the burnt offering

According to the command of the silent one (= God)
From the beginning, those who were sacrificing the burnt offering
(= the priests)

For seven days as did Moses

Moses did for the understanding ones (= the priests)
As he has done on this day, they would observe

As he did his service, so would the distinguished ones do (= the priests)
Wise and understanding men

[Avodah]

[NUNJ]

200

205

Understanding ones of the tribe of Levi,
Of the seed of Aaron, to be beautified
They were assembled to cast a lot in equality
To appoint a priest in the house of my dwelling place (= the temple)

The wise ones (= the priests) would bring him to my dwelling place
Seven days before the day of atonement

They were speaking to him, and making him wise
With the secret of speeches by the pleasing ones

The pleasing ones would surround him
And would turn him to the counselor’s chamber

They would marry the camp of residence (= woman) off to him
As another wife with his dwelling place

His dwelling place and his resting place (= his house)

From which he would sequester himself uprightly according to the law
They would prepare another priest in his stead

If he is prevented by nocturnal pollution, another one would burn

his perfume

They would pass before him his perfume (= incense)
And with it his eyes would be opened
They would speak to him according to the regulations
All the works of the day of atonement by his prepared ones (= the priests)

On the eve of the day, his prepared ones
Would decrease the feast of his food
Lest drowsiness might put him to sleep
And his pleasantness might be prevented by nocturnal pollution
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132 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

The wise men would make pleasant his pleasantness
By recounting tales of ancient kings
210 The glory of four books of the trustworthy ones (= Job, Ezra, Chronicles,
Daniel)
The faithful ones would read before him

The faithful ones would adjure him by the explicit name of God

That he should change nothing of his incense in order not to be expelled
He stated clearly that he would do his work properly

When he was sequestered in the upper chamber of abtinas

He was sequestered from them and wept

And they also multiplied embarrassment and weeping
“Lest our hope should be deferred”

The faithful ones were all in a lowly soul

215 To lift up the lowly one (= Israel) with his cleanliness
They would awaken his glory by the middle finger
The one who would watch over the city of his resting (= the high priest)
And would pour out his speech before the Lord

[SAMEKH]
His speech and their speech in equality
They would pour out in the house of desire (= the temple)
The young men of the tribe of Levi were surrounding him
Until the calling of the bird (= the cock)

When the bird would cry his call
They would offer to clear the altar of ashes
220 They would swiftly run on the path of the altar ramp
And would come first to do the precept of the one who forgives (= God)

The one who forgives the sin of the upheld ones (= Israel)
Would pardon them by the four lots

They were doing one by one according to the order
Each man was rejoicing in his place

They were rejoicing to clear the altar of ashes

And the lamps of daily offering to gather together
The spices of incense and the pieces of limbs

The quadruple ones (= the four lots) with four joys
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134 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

225 He established joys in his dwelling place (= the temple)
When he (= the one who perceived it) said to him, “The radiance
has flashed”
The one who hears and listens to his law (= the high priest)
Was sent, “When will he announce his joy?”

When the voice would bring to him good tidings of his joy
Understanding that the eastern sky had lit up
He would strip off his clothes according to his instruction
And would immerse himself outside according to the teaching of his order

His order of immersion in this way
Only this immersion outside
230 A minister (= a high priest) would stand with joy
When he put on the treasured garments (= the garments of gold)

The treasured one (= Israel) would sing songs
When he put on the straightened garments
They were looking at him with a shining face
In the semblance of Michael, prince of princes

Princes of young priests

Would serve in four garments, while he (= the high priest) in eight garments
To forgive the sin and accusation

Of those who say, “Forgive now” (= Israel)

235 “Forgive now the iniquity
Of the people loaded with iniquity (= Israel)”
They were praying to the one who forgives iniquity (= God)
And He is merciful, He pardons iniquity

[AYIN]
They were silent in iniquity
When they were abhorred in the whoredom of Shittim
There they uncovered nakedness, and made God angry
Indeed they have done two evils

They have made here undergarments
To cover him (= the high priest) from the loins to the thighs
240 Therefore from the heavens
The one who has pure eyes (= God) would atone by means of them
(= undergarments)
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Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

They (= the brothers of Joseph) raised their eyes and plotted evil
And whispered against the lord of the dreams (= Joseph)
They hurried to strip him of his robe
And because of it (= his robe), they were punished

From the wealth of those who were punished (= Israel), to buy a priestly robe
To cover him (= the high priest) from his heels to his palms

Therefore from the dwelling places (= the heavens)
The one who forgives iniquities (= God) would atone by means of it
(= the robe)

Iniquities and distortions
Of those who raise their heart in demand
Therefore from the trap of sin
He would atone for distortion by means of a turban

Distortions of those who are girded with girdles for protection
Who look like Babylonians speaking a foreign language

Therefore from the strong tower (= the heavens)
The one who girds Himself with strength (= God) would atone by means
of it (= a belt)

They rebelled by the sea with strength
And acted faithlessly with their iniquity
Therefore into the depths of the sea
He would hurl the sin of their iniquity by the atonement of a robe

For their iniquity to be forgiven
And for their sin to be covered
By the hem of the robe for covering
The bell and pomegranate were made

The sound of the bell was made and heard in it (= the robe)
When he asked for mercy about the evil sound (= slander)
When the sound would be heard in it
The crooked one (= slander) would do no evil

The crooked one [...] the sin
[...] The iniquity was finished

They were making the stones of their carving
Which were engraved, as graven signets
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260

265

270

Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

Graven signets
To pour on the plain man (= Jacob)
Engravings of the names according to their birth
On two stones of their enumeration

He brought joy to their enumeration with ephod
And for their soul to rejoice

The carved image of Micah and all the evils
The one who forgives the transgression (= God) would atone by means
of it (= ephod)

God forgives the transgression of Jacob
And the sin of the house of Israel

He (= the high priest) turned swiftly
To entreat the favor of God

The favor of God, the God of hosts

Those who pervert justice would be requited in order to exhaust them
To show over his heart those who form the breastpiece (= the names of
twelve tribes)

In front of the one who astounds with wonders (= God)

Wonders were made for him when he spoke
He put a plate of gold on his forehead

Its engraving was like the engravings of the seal
Its interpretation was “Holy to the Lord”

He gave its interpretation with his strengths
And put on his embroidered garments (= garments of gold)
He was commanded to do the inquiring of his urim and thummim
He would sanctify his feet for the first time

He would sanctify his feet as it was commanded
And would toss the blood and burn the incense with his desire
He would work on pieces and baked cakes according to the precept
And would pour the wine and bring it to the parvah chamber

Parvah he would bring [...] his warning
And would find shelter in a sheet [...]
He would act according to his instruction
And would sanctify for the third time and come near his bull
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140 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

His bull was covered between the porch and the altar
He set his hands on its head so that it would be covered
To abate the transgression of his people and their sin
For himself and for his dwelling place, thus he answered
275 And in his confession, “You shall be pure”

[TSADI]
He whispered in the gathering
With fear and trembling
He called the two envoys to serve as witnesses for him
And he walked to the gateway of the entrance

One (= the prefect) walked on his right

And he arranged [...] (= the chief of the father’s house) on his left
The north of the altar was his place

And to set out the materials of his flock

280 His flock (= Israel) on the day of atonement
They would atone for their sins
Two distinguished goats
Were gathered there

Those which were gathered in the casket (= two lots) were shaken
One for slaughtering (“For the Lord”), and the other for binding
(“For Azazel”)

One goat was preyed upon for the Lord
And the other was bound for Azazel

The upheld ones (= Israel) were bound in front of the stand to be of use to him
If his lot for the Lord comes up
285 He would cry and lift up his voice
And the Lord would be his shade

His shade (= the high priest) would pronounce his speeches
A sin offering to the Lord for his purifications

His pouring on two [...]
On his two goats

His goats gathered it [...] as the one who arranges
For the slaughter and for the sending on the way
He bound the color of crimson (= a thread of crimson wool)
On the head of the scapegoat according to the law of necessity
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142 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

290 To fix the necessity properly
In front of the one who knows it and is a witness to it (= God)
He would cry and would not stumble
And would walk to his bull

He would walk to his bull for the second time

And would ask for mercy for the afflicted one (= Israel)
He put his hands between its horns in weeping

Confession was thus
And in his confession, “You shall be pure”

[KUF]
295 He listened to the precious law
In inquiring and probing
He received its blood according to the law and the Bible
And called the one who should stir up the blood

He called him to supervise

And took it with spice into the inner sanctuary of the main hall
He burned the perfumes of spice

And took the fire pans of gold in his hand

He took, went up, and scooped out the burning (= the coals)
And [...] into the inner sanctuary of the main hall for glory
300 The young of the perfumed ones (= the priests) delivered him
The ladle and the dish (= the firepan) of incense

He put the incense (= the firepan) in his right
And arranged the ladle in his left
He hurried to do his regulation
To come to the sanctuary of the one who bought him (= God)

The one who bought him made straight the distorted path
In the designed sanctuary (= the holy of holies)

He went straight and was not bent
And stood in front of the ark

305 He stood in the image of beryl (= angels)
In front of the foundation stone of the sanctified ones (= the temple)
He placed the incense on the fires (= the coals)
And came out of the house of the holy of holies
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Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

The holy of holies became filled with the smoke of incense
And he would present a request

He would call in time of distress
And would pray a short prayer

He poured out a short prayer
For the falsehood and impropriety
He stooped with his face in fear
In order not to delay the expectation of the congregation (= Israel)

The congregation would trust in his entreaty
And thus was his prayer

To forgive the severe iniquity of his congregation
By the speech of his calling

His calling for the year

“Either it shall be parched, or it shall be fertile”
“Holy One (= God), make our land fertile

And our bed verdant!”

[RESH]

315

320

The heart of the verdant one (= Israel) would rejoice

And the Holy One (= God) would be adored by her
When she (= Israel) saw that he had a breach that was breached
(= an appearance of God)

And he ran behind the curtain

He ran as the messenger of the Lord of hosts

And took the bull’s blood for his acts to be shown
His feet were despised and afraid

And his eyes looked down to the ground

They looked down beneath the brightness of its spark
Which was inflamed out of the glory of Divine Presence
He sprinkled once over the curtain according to the reviving of the soul
(= torah)
And multiplied seven times in front of it
“He did not intend” (Yoma 5:3)

He multiplied compassion and came to the stand
And arranged the blood on it

He whispered an entreaty because he had not been put in danger
And leaned to slaughter the goat of the people
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Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

He leaned and bowed his head
And slaughtered the goat of his holy people (= Israel)
He tossed its blood in a basin and offered it
To make his noise (= his sprinkling) with it, as with the bull’s blood

He did not change his noise once and seven times
And put it on the stand with joy

He ran to the bull’s blood, and with it he changed
Outside for the first time

He did the first for forgiveness

With the blood of the goat of a rose of Sharon (= Israel)
He ran [...] to the front of the altar

Once and seven times while bursting into songs
“He did not intend” (Yoma 5:4)

He pronounced songs and entreaties
And fixed the rest of the blood

The evil of the number of the fourth part (= Israel)
By means of them he would atone for the sinners of the quadruple one
(= the altar)

He worked on the quadruple one with its horns (= the altar) according to
the desire

To atone for men of scoffing
He whispered for the pasture of sheep (= Israel)

And the time of favor came near

In that he should pronounce favor
And then he laid his hands on the head of the preserved goat
(= the scapegoat)

He admitted the evil of his people and became embittered against them
And thus made a confession

And in his confession, “You shall be pure”

[SHIN]

He cried for sin to be forgiven
And sent a messenger of the scapegoat
They would swiftly run along the path of a causeway
And those who would accompany him went with the messenger
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Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

After the messenger had gone out

He appeased God with the fat of the bull and the goat
He asked for mercy regarding quarrels and strife

And regarding dirty stains of defamation

He removed defamation from his banners (= the tribes of Israel)
And hurried to strip off his garments

[....] His banners
He sanctified for the fourth time, and his lowly ones (= Israel)
became exalted

His lowly ones would speak to him in the camp
In his own vestment according to the command of the appointee
(= the high priest)

In order to read the order of atonement in reply
And he pronounced for them eight benedictions

When he pronounced eight benedictions, he immersed himself for the
third time
And sanctified for the fifth time
He offered his additional offerings and the people’s additional offerings
And sanctified for the sixth time

When he sanctified for the sixth time, he immersed himself for the fourth time
And put on the white garments to make white the terrifying sin

He led the sheep of pasture (= Israel)
And sanctified for the seventh time

When he sanctified for the seventh time at the lightning of a spear
For those who would make their furrows long

[...] God who enjoins the day of fasting
And he sanctified for the eighth time

When he sanctified for the eighth time, he stripped off his girdles (= his
white garments)

And placed them there in the house of his glory
[...] Forever in his praise

And he came up and dried his body

He worked on his body with love
For those who would throw their pride

He worked on the afternoon lamb in the golden garments
And lighted the lamps
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150 Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

He lighted their faces like the shining sun
And pronounced for them a benediction that was stated explicitly
He completed his sanctifications and was crowned with a crown
The oil of gladness, praise, and splendor

[TAV]
He found the splendor of young men
And the beauty of old men was found
The beautiful one as Tirzah (= Israel) spoke to him,
“You will find favor and honor”

360 “Your hand will find all your enemies
Your right hand will seize those that hate you”
“When you gave them favor and honor to taste
You have brought them to your upright ones (= Israel)”

Your upright ones shall be exalted

And they shall make perfect the one who is perfect in knowledge (= God)
A memorial and a name [...]

Because the iniquities have ended

Transgressions have ended
And those who make others transgress have perished
365 Together have come those who would announce
That their distance was ninety ris

For ninety ris, the plain one (= Israel) has fasted
In the care of the man appointed for the task
When the hope was heeded
He pronounced wonders

He pronounced the glory of his success
And they went with him to his house

He served them the pleasure of his feast
And they multiplied his praise

370 They multiplied his praise with wisdom
With wisdom and knowledge
“Because of this which is known (= torah)
Do not be afraid, O worm (fola ‘at) (= Israel)”
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375

Chapter 2: Ba-Meromim

The whitened crimson (fola ‘af) (= sin)
To make as white as snow
“To this, pay attention,
Men of understanding (= Israel)!”
They understood the understanding
And replied with song and music
They taught the works of God
And pronounced the glory of the priest

They pronounced |...]
The glory that would not fade

They were saying in a loud voice with joy,
“How beautiful is the high priest!”
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Plates

Location Budapest — Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia
(Hungarian Academy of Sciences)
MS Kaufmann, Geniza 68 (olim 26)

Size 165mm x 140 mm

Script Oriental Square

Vocalization Babylonian

By courtesy of the Oriental Collection of the Library of the Hungarian Acad-
emy of Sciences
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