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XXIV SUMMARIES

the religious decrees of Antiochus Epiphanes. Section two addresses the genealogical
attribution of the sect’s founders by analyzing the mentions of the Sons of Zadok in
the DSS. The author agrees with those who suggest that this was not simply a symbolic
use of the name but rather represents the actual origin of the leadership echelon of
the sect from the Sons of Zadok family, which had for generations served in the high
priesthood until Antiochus’ day. Section three treats the scattered references in the
Damascus Document to the severe sin of the founders. The author rejects the theological
explanations offered for this misconduct (such as ‘innate sin’) and argues that these were
actual, concrete misdeeds either in the realm of human interaction or the human-divine
relationship, or sins that involve ritual or sexual impurity. Based on the data presented
in the first sections, the final part of the article is devoted to an attempt to identify the
sect’s founders, focusing on events that occurred in Jerusalem between 170 and 166
BCE. Through a process of elimination, the author concludes that the founders of the
sect were a tiny group of priests from the Sons of Zadok family who belonged to the
moderate Hellenizing faction and fled Jerusalem in 168 BCE after Jason was deposed.
They found refuge in the desert, where the members of the group underwent a lengthy
process of repentance through wandering and deliberation that led them to a path of
extreme halakhic stringency. The afterword is devoted to a brief discussion of the
implications of the suggested identification for understanding the halakhot and customs

of the sect, in particular its overall halakhic rigidity and the ascetic aspects of its praxis.



SUMMARIES XXIII

MIDRASH VA-YISSA'U: MILITARY CAMPAIGNS IN SOUTH SAMARIA
AND THE HEBRON HILLS IN THE EARLY HASMONEAN ERA?

by Dvir Raviv (pp. 399-423)

Midrash Va-Yissa’u is an ancient source that describes, among other things, wars
allegedly waged by the sons of Jacob against the Amorites in south Samaria and
against the sons of Esau in the Hebron Hills. Although scholars associate this Midrash
with a group of Midrashim from the Middle Ages, it contains descriptions that resemble
those in two apocryphal books from the Second Temple period: The Testament of the
Twelve Patriarchs and The Book of Jubilees. Given these similarities, many scholars
who have studied the Midrashic descriptions and their parallels see them as sources
of historiographical value and have ventured various suggestions about their historical
background. The descriptions of territorial struggles between Jacob’s sons and their
neighbors, in geographical areas that extend north and south of Judea within its pre-
Hasmonean boundaries, has brought most scholars to view them as echoes of the
Hasmonean conquests. However, there are considerable difficulties in adapting the
geographical framework presented in the Midrash to that known from the classical
sources that describe the Hasmonean conquests.

In this article, I re-examine both the literary and historical-geographical contents of
the Midrash and the Apocrypha in light of the latest archaeological data from the sites
and the areas in question. This inquiry supports the proposal that the earliest description
is that given in Midrash Va-Yissa'u or a similar source from which the Apocrypha are
cited. Therefore, this source must have been originally written in the early Hasmonean
period and should mainly reflect historical events that occurred during the reigns of
Jonathan and Simon.

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE QUMRAN SECT: A PROPOSED IDENTIFICATION
OF ITS FOUNDERS AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF ITS FORMATION

by Bezalel Bar-Kochva (pp. 425-479)

This article treats the long-debated question of who founded the sect and what
circumstances prompted its formation. Based on comparison of data from the Dead Sea
Scrolls, 1 Maccabees, and Josephus, section one of the article attempts to determine
when the sect was formed. The author proposes that this took place between 170 and
166 BCE, namely, during the period of Hellenization, more specifically the period of
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