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SUMMARIES XXVII

the function of the halakhah in the inner world of Shabbetai Zevi, and the manner
in which he communicated with his community as the messiah of the masses.
Shabbetai Zevi’s personal declarations, letters, and also the ‘strange doings’ for
which he acquired a reputation in the course of his years of activity, are analyzed
and deciphered in light of their close relationship to normative halakhah. A close
examination of these diverse gestures reveals the importance for Shabbetai Zevi
of halakhic stringency. From here a new impression of his inner world and of
his messianic pretensions emerges. Shabbetai Zevi was a messiah who was strict
about the legal minutiae of Judaism, even after his conversion. He creatively
incorporated different halakhic traditions such as the tradition of penitence
(teshuvat hamishqal) of the German pietists, the dispensation for a prophet to rule
on the annulment of certain religious laws just as a ‘temporary measure’ (hora at
sha’ah) as referred to by Maimonides, and laws from the Shulhan Arukh on topics
such as the kindling of the Sabbath candles and laws of interposition (hasisah)
relating to the ritual laving of the hands. Shabbetai Zevi incorporated all these
laws in the greatest detail. The halakhic discourse between Shabbetai Zevi and
his followers treats these diverse gestures as ‘laws of the Temple’, that is, laws
practiced and permitted only in the Temple, such as the consumption of a certain
animal fat (helev), as distinct from the customary law practiced outside of the
Temple. The message articulated through this discourse points to his messianic
consciousness, namely his recognition of his own potential as the messiah.

ON THE PUBLICATION OF A BILINGUAL ANTHOLOGY
BY ELIEZER BEN YEHUDA AND HAIM CALMY

Zohar Shavit (pp. 435-462)

This article examines an obscure bilingual booklet in Hebrew and French,
published in Jerusalem in 1904 and entitled 4 Compendium of Texts for
Reading/Recueil de morceaux de lecture. This examination sheds new light on
the relationships between Eliezer Ben Yehuda — at once the driving spirit behind
the revival of the Hebrew language and one of the heralds of Jewish territorial
nationalism — and both the Alliance Israélite Universelle (AIU), which rejected
the idea of Jewish territorial nationalism out of hand, and several prominent
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Arabic (TS Ar. 51.111), much of which was edited by S. D. Goitein in 1954.
The complainants were from the family that had headed the Yeshiva of Eretz
Israel, vied with Am for the headship of Egyptian Jewry and thwarted his attempt
to reform the synagogue rituals of the Palestinian Synagogue in Old Cairo. The
letter was not written shortly after Maimonides’ demise in 1204, as previously
assumed, but between 1232-1237, probably 1235 (or 1237). It demonstrates that
the challenges to AM’s leadership and religious reforms persisted throughout his
life.

The complaint concerned the pietistic practice of prostration and genuflection
and revisions of liturgy and liturgical practice in the synagogue. AM admitted
engaging in the pietistic modes of prayer but denied imposing them on others or
forcing changes in synagogue rituals. He convinced members of the Jewish
community to confirm his deposition, which the letter writer asserted was false.

The Sons of the Sixth considered AM’s prayer innovations revisions of tradition
prohibited both by Judaism and Islam, something which mandated their appeal
to the authorities. Contemporary Muslim jurisconsults issued rulings that forbad
altering Jewish custom, and in his responsa Maimonides prohibited some acts as
"innovations" (bid ‘a). AM, contrariwise, claimed that prostration and genuflection
were ancient Jewish practices that had fallen into oblivion in Judaism but had
been preserved in Islam, and he pronounced that the Sons of the Sixth were guilty
of informing (N1M072). Rather than issuing a ban of excommunication on informers,
he declared a ban on whom ever had pledged a donation to the popular, venerated
synagogue at Dmwh (probably read Damwa) but failed to fulfill it. This stratagem
served to deflect potential criticism for acting for political gain and to expose the
impiety of his rivals.

SHABBETAI ZEVI — THE HALAKHIC MAN
Maoz Cahana (pp. 391-433)
Was Shabbetai Zevi’s violation of Jewish halakhah an expression of manic

depression? Was his behavior antinomian in essence? This paper questions these
broadly accepted perceptions. It proposes an alternative approach to understanding
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