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Pa66u Aspaam 3akyro

CE®EP MOXACCUH

KHHUI A POJOCJIOBUI

Kaxk nmepexasanocs Ipenanne M3paniis U3 nokojieHus B noKojJenue
ot Anama u 1o Msruanusa u3 Ucnanuu
Ceii Ucroprueckuii Tpya cocraBui Pad0u Aspaam cbin Camynaa 3akyTo
Benukwuii prnocod u coBepIICHHBII My apell,
nerorucen] M3pauns u 3HaToK Tanmyna,
[lpodeccop ynusepcurera CaaMaHKy, TIPUABOPHBIN aCTPOHOM Kopoieii Mcnanuu u

IMopryramm, CoBetauk Komrymb6a u Backo na I'amsi,

Cedapackuit H3THAHHUK, VepycaliMCKHi 3Be3009€ET,
Pommics B Canamanke B Kacrumuu B 1452 ropy, norpeGeH B CBATOH 3eMIIe

Hepycamima B 1514 rogy

CE®EP HOXACCHH

mnan B KoucranTuromone B 1566 rofy, OTpeNakTHPOBaH U EPEU3/aH B Hepycamme B 2004 roxy
B 3HAK IPEEMCTBEHHOCTH NOKOJICHHH B POATY 3aKyTO U Kak TAMATHHK I0HOMY IOTOMKY BEIMKOTO

MyJpena, 9T0 OKMHYII Cei MU [Ba/NaTy MECTH JICT ot poxy, u6o 'ocrozs 3a0upaeT K Cebe
CBOMX JIIOOMMIIEB PaHBIIIEC BPEMEHH.

Muxami cbia Slauasl 1 Biaaumupa Jlapaja ceina Hrops u JIro0oBH
Po3en6auT-3aKyTO,

Pomics 22 anpens 1977 rofa B baxy - CKOHHAICH 25 nexa6ps 2003 rona B Taunanye 1 O

- norpe6en B Hepycamime 30 nexabps 2003 roza.
la 6ymer cBsTas 3emiis eMy 3aJ0roM Hckymienus, H00 CKa3aHo, «3eMII HapoJia ero ncxﬁ'cgﬂel*:::;;
60 mCKyIUIeHMe NMPUHOCHT Ipax Jewun M3pawii, O CBETJIOTO JHA Bockpecenus, “a.rIM gneaeu
locmoms «SI ymepmBiIO M OXHBILIO, % nopgxcalo " A WCIEIIION, W OTBETHI T
TocTo b — MO CBET M MOE CIIACEHHE: KOT0 MHC OATBCAT ’
la noMTl’i}'T ero uMs ¥ CBETIYIO NamiTh My[pelpsl ¥ YICHUKH MYJIpeLoB, ‘Ima*:“;;‘g szmma
Wecre ¢ MMeHaMH ABpaaMma, Vcaaxa, VlakoBa 1 BMECTE C HMCHEM €ro IpenK

Yakyro.
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Rabbi Abraham Zacuto

and His Sefer Yohassin

The author of “Sefer Yohassin,” Rabbi R. Abraham b. R. Samuel b. R.
Abraham Zacuto 111 (1452 — 1514), a Renaissance man, a contemporary of
Leonardo da Vinci (they were born in the same year), Abraham Zacuto was
a scientist and a historian, astronomer and astrologer, Talmudic scholar and
man of the world; he combined universal knowledge with deep interest in
Jewish history and tradition.

He was born in Salamanca, a city of the great University that kept its place
of honour next to Oxford and Sorbonne. In 1473, at age of 20, the young
Rabbi Zacuto composed his famed solar declination tables, A/manach
perpetuum coelestium motium (“Perpetual almanac of the heavenly bodies”),
essential for the calculation of geographical coordinates.

Zacuto wrote about his deserved success: “When I was in the Kingdom of
Spain and also in other Christian kingdoms my books on astronomy
appeared which were titled 'by Rabbi Abraham Zacuto, a man of
Salamanca’. And I am permitted to glory in this, as the Sages have said,
“What wisdom is it that has made the [Jewish] scholars important in the eyes
of the nations? It is the calculation of times and signs.” And I bear witness to
heaven that they praised Israel very much for this.”

The tables were translated into Arabic and Hebrew; and became the popular
and necessary tool for navigation. Christopher Columbus always had the
Zacuto tables with him, and a copy of the tables with the marginalia of
Columbus is extant in the Colombian library in Portugal.

Rabbi Zacuto became a professor of astronomy, first in Salamanca and later
at Saragossa University, but in 1492 he was forced to leave Spain and
moved to Portugal with his family and his master, the great scholar Rabbi
Isaac Abuhab. In Portugal, he became Royal Astronomer at the court of
King Joao II and advised Vasco da Gama before his voyage to India in 1497.
He built the first copper astrolabe for da Gama and encouraged him.

It is written in the book of Neshmat Haim: once the King Joao II came to try
R. Abraham Zacuto's wisdom by riddles. He said he intended to travel to
Iborra and demanded to read by stars through which gate he will enter
Iborra. R. Abraham replied, “Whatever I'll say. yon will enter by other gate’.
The King said, “No, put your divination in writing and seal it with your own
seal”. He brought a clean sheet of paper and wrote, “The King will open a
new gate and enter through it”. And so it was - the king wanted to prove his
fortune telling is false, and broke a new gate into the city and entered
through it. As he entered he opened the R. Abraham Zacuto’s letter and read
it out loud, and it was a miracle in his eyes. ,

At the same time R. Zacuto was a great expert of Talmud, the compendium
of Jewish tradition which he learned from R. Isaac Abuhab and inherited
from his ancestors. Rabbi R. Abraham b. R. Samuel b. R. Abraham Zacuto
III belonged to an illustrious Jewish family with roots in Provence, France.



[ 1305 his ancestors moved to Spain; perfect scholars, they studied Torah
under R. Asher Rosh, under his son R. Judah, the “Saint of Toledo”, and
under Rabbi Isaac Ben Sheshet. On his mother’s side, there were many
renowned scholars, too, among them R. Samuel Balansi [Valenci], the
jeading disciple of R. Isaac Abuhab. His descendants were important
scholars and rabbis, too. Cabalistic writer and poet Moses Ben Mordecai
zacuto, (1625- 1697), Abraham Zacuto, an important physician from Lishon
and many others glorified the name of Zacuto.

His devotion to the Talmud was so great that he considered his scientific
work as being subservient to his Talmudic studies. His magnum opus, “Sefer
Yohassin”, is a great attempt to integrate his knowledge of history and
geography with Jewish tradition. Zacuto tries to synchronize Jewish and
world events. He places Hippocrates, Euclid, and Plato in the time of
Mordechai and Esther, and he synchronizes the time of Priam, King of Troy,
with the Jewish judges.

Dr Abraham Freimann, editor of 1926 edition, wrote: “The main intention of
Rabbi Abraham Zacuto as the author of the book was to help the Talmudic
scholars, as he states in his foreword. That is why R. Abraham Zacuto
concentrates his attention and efforts on the first part of the book dealing
with the Talmud personalities. He writes in detail about the Sages of Israel
and tries to establish rules of preferment of Judgment. His second aim was
to support the Jewish side in disputes with Christians, and he frequently
refers to the opinions of Christian laity and clerics and of Jesus himself. If
you wish to quench your thirst and to find the origins and descent of the
Sages of Mishnah and Talmud and to learn everything about them, their
names and their virtues, keep close to your heart this pleasant book and it
will encourage your spirit to study the Oral Law.”

Zacuto began to write this book while teaching in Salamanca and continued
his work in Lisbon, Portugal. After the Expulsion of the Jews from Portugal
in 1497, Zacuto and his son Samuel had to flee to North Africa. The voyage

was not an easy one — they were captured twice by pirates, but eventually

reached Tunis, where Zacuto completed his “Sefer Yohassin™ in 1504.

His knowledge of Jewish history, astronomy and astrology were combined

in his attempts to calculate the End of Days and Coming of the Messiah. His

views remained within accepted limits, as he wrote: “Good deeds and

repentance save from grief, and Salvation will come sooner if Israel will

deserve it”. This belief brought him to Jerusalem in 1513; he lived in a

Yeshiva and died in 1514.

Sefer Yohassin was published by the learned doctor Samuel Sholem with

some omissions and additions (Constantinople, 1566), and was reprinted at

Krakow in 1581, at Amsterdam in 1717, and at Koenigsberg in 1857, while

a complete edition was published by Filipowski in London in 1857, and

Freimann published an even better edition in 1926. The present edition is the

first referenced edition of Sefer ha-Yohassin.
Our gratitude is given to all the team that worked on publication of this

book. Let the merit of the author support them to publish more books of our
great ancestors and bless them with all blessings.

The Editor



