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The earliest biblical manuscripts from Europe, very few in numbers, are no older  :n09443/lot.5.html
than the tenth or eleventh centuries. The present manuscript is among the oldest copies of the
Pentateuch written in Europe and may be the oldest to have survived from the once glorious Jewish
community of Spanish Jewry... Even so, complete Hebrew bibles written in pre-expulsion Iberia are
exceedingly rare. To find one written three or four centuries earlier, during the Golden Age of Sephardic
Jewry is almost unknown in the annals of book collecting... While the characteristic Sephardic square
script in which the present manuscript was copied was not uncommon during the medieval period
across the Iberian Peninsula, we may nevertheless confidently locate our manuscript as having
emanated from the Kingdom of Aragon based on the two early ownership inscriptions in the present

manuscript, as both Albo and Zaportas (Sasportas) were prominent Aragonese Jewish families.
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The Samaritan Pentateuch®®? divides the cola in a similar manner to 4Q365. The only
discrepancies are in Exod 15:17 (there is a slightly different division in the SP) and Exod
15:19, which is not divided stichographically (as it is in L). The Song of the Sea in both
Codex Alexandrinus and Codex Vaticanus also match the stichography of the L, although
they also present Exod 15:19 as a running text. Although the lines are arranged differently
on the page in the Uncial codices, they divide the lines at the same points... The Samaritan
Pentateuch divides the cola in a similar manner to 4Q365, but there are also some
prominent discrepancies. Firstly, the two cola wTpn nIn' N7u9 and |1 M DN in the SP
(Exod 15:17) are divided into three cola in 4Q365: 1) nin' N7y9, 2) nIn* wTpPn, and 3) 11D
171'. Secondly, Exod 15:19 is not divided stichographically as it is in L. Lastly, the overall

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Innovation-and-convention%3A-An-analysis-of-in- 191
,hymnic-Miller/73db5c41d1b285b9415993da382606f8c0fbad14
https://www.academia.edu/29277201/234. The Background of the Stichometric Arrangements o
f Poetry in the Judean Desert Scrolls in Prayer and Poetry in the Dead Sea eds. Jeremy Pen
Dead Sea Media: Orality, Textuality, and ,ner et al. STDJ 98 Leiden Boston Brill 2012 409 420
Memory in the Scrolls from the Judean Desert

Add.1846 is believed to .70/147 'ny https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-ADD-01846 :XnaIT? |y 192
be the earliest extant manuscript of the Samaritan Pentateuch and dates from the early 12th century
CE. Epigraphs and scholia in Samaritan Hebrew/Aramaic and Arabic follow the end of each biblical
book. They are in various hands. The copying of the book itself is the product of five different hands.
Some notable features of the manuscript are: f. 53r: An epigraph at the end of the book of Genesis
states that the codex was owned (and restored) by MesSalma b. Abi Berakata, c. 1275, whose daughter
sold the manuscript in the 14th c. f. 103r: An epigraph at the end of the book of Exodus records the
purchase of the codex by Mitpasia b. Metuhia from his brother for 25 shekels, in the year 5752 of the
Exodus, 544 of the rule of Ishmael = 1149-50 CE. f. 188v: A marginal scholium at the end of the book of
Numbers suggests unconvincingly that this manuscript was saved from the fire at the time of the King
of Babylon, in the presence of Zerubbabel the Jew (hence, Codex Zurbil). f. 137v: An epigraph at the
end of the book of Leviticus explains how this manuscript was saved from a fire that broke out in a
manuscript store-room (a Samaritan Genizah?) in 1201 CE. f. 147r: There is marked grease stain on f.

147r, where worshippers have kissed the Priestly Blessing, Numbers 6:24-26.
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layout of the poem is bi-columnar, rather than a running text with chunks of words located
above vacats creating an interlocking pattern...

AWUKX L,NTNIMN N'NITAN NI0N 7W 1IYWR KIN ,N/MN 0! NI7'an2 11'KY TINA 21TA 72T DM
D42 1'Y1921 2272 NPN9 010 K D 7™M X1 "D MdTR INK "R D" 71092 0NN Nntn
20X NINY DRI DN NERL - 104D N3 WA D7D 78! )1 - DD 'TNK DRYY . v -

22"101,"1a1 AT QRN

1. The stichography of 4Q365 shows distinct similarities with 4QExodusc (4Q14) (50-25
BCE), another fragmentary MS which contains portions of the Song of the Sea
arranged with minor intervals. It is prudent to consider 4Q14 because it overlaps with
4Q365 6b 1-5 for a small portion of the Song of the Sea (Exodus 15:16—-20). However,
in contrast to 4Q365, 4Q14 is not written stichographically but instead includes minor
intervals within lines 38—42.498 These minor intervals, or small spaces, do not appear
consistently; however, out of a total of five intervals, four are found in a portion which
overlaps with 4Q365. Their presence is of particular interest because they correspond
with the vacats in 4Q365 and provide another piece of evidence for the motivation
underlying the demarcation of 4Q365...

2. The above facsimile contains lines 40—42, which overlap with 4Q365 containing Exod
15:16b-21a... The first minor interval is in line 40 (v. 16) after nIn', and the second is
in line 41 (at the end of v.18) after TVI .There are also two more in line 42 (v. 19) after
the word D'n. These minor intervals are slightly larger than the space between words,
but smaller than the vacats in 4Q365. Additionally, if one considers the total length of
line 41, which can safely be ascertained by consulting the first extant word on line 42
DN'7y, it is also likely that there was a minor interval between n'a and [nin' awi]
at the conclusion of [Dn'a 1'wn]92i 1233[2 AY1]9 o10 XA . If this reconstruction of
the vacat is correct, then 4Q14 contains, similar to 4Q365, three spaces after each
occurrence of the word “sea.”...

3. Furthermore, 4Q365 also includes vacats in the exact place where these minor
intervals are located in the sections which overlap with 4Q14. Lastly, as the following
analysis of L will further discuss, three of the corresponding spaces come after the
word “sea” in Exod 15:19...

4. Perhaps the most instructive correspondence between L and 4Q365 is the
arrangement of Exod 15:19. In L the stichography at this point breaks the particular
arrangement of “small brick over large brick, and large over small,” in order to preserve
the parallelism of the clauses that each end with “sea.” 506 Verse 15:19 should—
according to parallelism—be arranged as follows... However, L breaks this distinctive
layout and instead presents the last verse of the Song of the Sea as... The underlined
portion of the verse in the above table breaks the “small brick over large brick” pattern
in order to maintain correspondence between the stichography and the parallelism of

74



YT DA

the passage where the three bicolon lines each end with “sea.” [The ending of the Song
of the Sea in Exod 15:19 contrasts the rest of the arrangement of the poem...].

. What is of particular interest about this irregular arrangement of 15:19 in L is that it
matches the stichography of 4Q365, which also includes vacats after each “sea” in
15:19. The commonalities between the stichographic layouts of 4Q365 and L can be
seen as evidence for a scribal tradition of “special layouts.” Additionally, this shows
that stichographic arrangements of poetic units, in certain cases, are indicative of
specific textual witnesses. In other words, textual witnesses attest to older
stichographic divisions preserved in the DSS. The later Masoretic scribes did not
invent the stichography of the “Song of the Sea” in Exodus 15 but rather they
transmitted a stichographic layout which is already found in the DSS. Tov has
recently and independently come to a similar conclusion concerning the relationship
between stichographic texts in the DSS and special layouts in the MT. He writes that
“the MT scribes did not invent these stichographic arrangements, but employed a
system that may have existed at an earlier time.”507...

. The commonalities between 4Q365 and L can be seen as evidence for the basis of
this scribal practice. If one takes the cola as they are delineated in stichography of
4Q365 and L and arranges them by line as the above poetic reconstruction has done,
various forms of parallelism emerge between the cola and lines. These examples of
parallelism also reinforce the proposition that the placement of the vacats was not due
to personal preference or aesthetic concerns; rather, it was parallelism which
governed the placement and position of the vacats within stichographic texts. Thus, in
Exod 15:19 the special layout of L was not followed for the sake of graphically
representing parallelism. This fact, however, does not preclude the possibility that
stichography was done for aesthetic purposes as well. Since the majority of scrolls
arranged stichographically are biblical, it is possible that these special arrangements
were reserved for the ornamentation of certain poetic passages (or entire books)
considered to be Scripture by the scribes who composed them.508 The special
arrangement of passages required more precious parchment space and would have
most likely been reserved for Scripture.509...

. The arrangement in 4Q365, in distinction to this, is entirely consonant with the sense
units of the passage and is derived from parallelisms between the cola. This aspect
of the stichography of the Song of the Sea in the SP, taken together with 4Q365’s
similarities with L, indicate that the stichography of 4Q365 should be understood as
representative of an incipient Masoretic stichographic layout...

. In contrast to the majority of modern poetic divisions of Exodus 15, the scribes of
4Q365 and 4Q14 most likely considered v. 19 a part of the Song of the Sea. At the very
least, the stichographic division of v. 19 in 4Q365 and 4Q14 show that the scribes of
these scrolls considered v. 19 to be poetry...
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Transcription of 4Q14 6.40-42:

[1on NN 7N oyoni oxAN N2 1] oy Jayr T - A gy "ayr v axd .40
[N7vo 1nawy

D2 1'YN]92i 1103[2 N9 010 XA D - TVI D7 70 D )T i At wTpn ant .41
[ninr 2w -

NINK X'21n] 0 [N]ni - o' M2 a[w]aa pn R mar- o m Ak onty 42
[qQInn NX DX

4Q365 f.6b 1-6:

[MYLNI MX'AN vac NNy IT DY vac 11y TV vac nin' ndny vac Y] v .1
[ND'T' 1221> vac nIN' WTpn vac nin' NN7V9 vac n]2Naw? |1Dn vac NdN7N1 1N .2
[Aw'l vac D' 1'w1921 12072 vac NYID 0I0] XA D vac TviI 071y 170 nin' .3

[D'n N2 nwara vac 1070 78w 1ad] vac 0N ' DX vac nnnty nifn] 4
[INNX NINK NXN 0] NpNIvac 07Iknwni D' fn nnin aala%? o[mni] .5
[[VNI NI7InNal 0'9In]a AN\AR 0N 7[1D] N[ nTa 9NN NX] .6

71092 "0'" 'wvom nwI7w ANK 7" ,"0Mn N nirp X0N7R NN My qnivnn nngn Ten
4Q14 n7'ann TIva ,T'RA NDMTINYD D'NNTAN NI0NAY N7217nn NIXdI, "Nyl 010 XA D"
10N N9'oIN M 4Q365 n7'an ,0MNK D'NIN DIV X977 ,"N2 D" wnn 0NN 'vn XN
vac N7 ni[n'] [aw'l vac 0 1'w192l 12072 vac ny1d 010] X2 D :"Xa "1 n'oon 0NN
NNL'Y7 X' 'RTIIZR 0NN N90IN [0 1IN Nwa vac 1270 78w 1a1] vac D' ' N

DY N77100 NNy

In addition to similarity in the special graphic layout of 4Q365 and L, the spacing (the
location of the vacats) of the documents are strikingly similar. Firstly, in both forms of
special spacing the vacats separate cola. Secondly, in the special layout of L it is—exactly as
it is in 4Q365—the vacats, and not the margins of the column on the sheet or page, which
are used to demarcate cola. The major difference is that 4Q365 is separating cola in addition
to lines of verse. The only exception is the formulaic phrase Tv1 07V7 7\7n' nIn* which both
4Q365 and L do not break apart. Thus, overall, L has basically half as many vacats as 4Q365
because 4Q365 contains additional vacats within the lines of verse (dividing cola); the
placement of the vacats in L, however, corresponds perfectly with 4Q365 where they do
occur...

,4Q14 n7'ann |'vn ,N'nmn Nion T'w N7 A"y nnx naix 772 on%nn 117 ,Xtnn
AWK 0'9011 D'NINA 1™ 'R NIVYWOA K70 ,"n7D"N nTM91n X7 X ,7I092W NNIYA NT9NN
4Q365 Nn7anw "Na D" p1092

,0INKRN N7X D'NINN NIIRDYT L7'R X0 n'winn DX "R D" 1970 nnpyn n78wn 237 T'RNn
N'UNN "X D" QR awR DMmMmi L, NN 70 Npi7n [9IR DX pIfTA 0NN L'Dtn NN 1an
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Usually each colon is kept in its entirety and is are not broken up in the lines of the MS.
However, this is not a rule. For example, the second colon of strophe 17, line 2 (4Q365 6b
3-4) “nnn'™y NN awt“ is broken up in between line 3 and 4 of the MS after aw'l .Thus,
4Q365 6b line 3 ends with aw'l and line 4 begins with nnn'?y nIn'. This shows that the
lineation of the column in the MS does not always correspond to lines of verse;
furthermore, the fact that this scribe breaks this colon in half is evidence that the vacats,
and not the lines of the column, demarcate cola...

INPNYAY 19D NIMIN'AN [KINIP NIND 78 KT NOMY XN D720y 12T (101 |0

1. 4Q365 (4QReworkedPentateuchc) (40—10 BCE) is one of the five MSS belonging to a
work known as Reworked Pentateuch, which contains portions from all five books of
the Torah and includes one stichographically arranged section from Exodus.491 The
extant portion of this stichographic section is found in 4Q365 6b 1-5 and contains a
small portion of the Song of the Sea in Exodus 15.492 [4Q365 includes both the Song
of the Sea (Exod 15:1-18) as well as the introduction to the Song of Miriam (Exod
15:19ff). Compared to the Masoretic Text, the Song of Miriam in 4Q365 was an
expanded version, but unfortunately all that is extant from this section is the
beginning in Exod 15:19. Tov estimates the expansion contains seven lines of material
(DJD 13, 270). - This fourth line is not in the MT. See M. Zahn, Rethinking Rewritten
Scripture: Composition and Exegesis in the 4QReworked Pentateuch Manuscripts
(STDJ 95; Leiden: Brill, 2011), 111-12. This is a harmonization of Exod 15:19 with Exod
14:29...]...

2. One interesting aspect of this strophe is the presence of one line which is not found
in the MT (4Q365 6b 5; Exod 15:19b). Exodus 15:19b in the MT does not include
4Q365 6b 5 (strophe 17, line 4) “and the water was a wall for them on their right and
on their left.” This “addition” is most likely a harmonization of Exod 14:29 and Exod
15:19b, which both begin in the same manner. Furthermore, 4Q365 6b 5 matches the
end of Exod 14:22 and Exod 14:29...

3. In my opinion, this “addition” reflects a different pentateuchal Vorlage which
harmonized Exod 14:29 with Exod 15:19527 [l find it hard to believe that the scribe
would have unconsciously added this material on account of the stichographic nature
of 4Q365. The extra attention required to compose a text stichographically rules out a
thoughtless blunder in my opinion. The nature of 4QRPa—e (4Q158; 4Q364-367) as a
whole also adds to the probability that this “addition” reflects a different
pentateuchal Vorlage. 4QRPa-e, in my opinion, was a copy of Scripture rather than
a new composition. For a discussion of 4QRPa—e as rewritten Bible or Scripture, see...].
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This additional line in 4Q365 works well with the various parallelisms of this
strophe...

4. The relationship between biblical texts and stichography is especially important when
one considers stichographic texts that contain exegetical additions and omissions
compared to the MT. The stichographic rendition of the Song of the Sea in
4QReworkedPentateuch (4Q365), for example, could be interpreted as evidence that,
for at least the scribe who composed it, this text was considered Scripture.669... The
stichographic rendition of the Song of the Sea in 4QReworkedPentateuch (4Q365), for
example, could be interpreted as evidence that, for at least the scribe who composed
it, this text was indeed considered Scripture.1208

5. Manuscripts of Poetical Texts Displaying a Stichographic Layout!®3, 4QRPc (4Q365) 6b
1-4 (Exodus 15, including the verse after the Song, Exod 15:19, and also a poetical unit
not contained in the biblical text, probably representing the Song of Miriam; 40-10
BCE)... 4QRPc (4Q365) 6b 1-4 (Exodus 15, including the verse after the Song, Exod
15:19 and also a poetical unit not contained in the biblical text, probably the Song of
Miriam; illustr. 5a). The fact that the song in Exodus 15 in 4QRPc (4Q365) 6a ii and 6c,
a ‘rewritten Bible’ composition, is written in a special layout may imply that its scribe
considered this composition a biblical text...

D NN ANDINE DR K77 XP0T NIIX'N N0 MAITY IT XD Dpi7nn NI7NY 'k ,n'n
L9000 non 'yn nawn pPRY ,7"0 NIIWRIN N7'annn 071N .NRTA XD Al nnionn
"X2 " AMDN D, NRYI' NIZoNN NN DINR L 1999™M0 NNTA NY'W NIt 91X DXYNA DA 121D

;UNN N'TIN'N N'NMN NIoN T'VI1EL,NN'WA NN NIMIZNA IRWN I'NHN D172 XN NN

Nevertheless'®®, the layout is distinctive by virtue of the small spaces between the verses
and within them: in v. 14, before TnX 7'N; in the middle of v. 16, before Ny 1T DY Nay* Ty;
before v. 19; in the same verse, before 78 w' 1al; and before v. 20 (on these spaces see
DJD Xll, 99—-100). - The notion that these minor intervals correspond to parallelism can also
be seen in line 39, which also contains two minor intervals... Additionally, a comparison of
the total length of line 38 with lines 39-42, and 36—37 shows that line 38 is clearly shorter
than its surrounding lines and likely ended with a vacat following DITX. Thus, in 4Q14 33
2.38-40 there are two minor intervals and one vacat. - Transcription of 4Q14 6.38-42:

http://www.emanueltov.info/docs/books/scribal-practices1.publ.books.pdf 193

http://old.hum.huji.ac.il/upload/ FILE 1474293442 .pdf 194

.269 'my 13 71> ,Discoveries in the Judean Desert 1%

https://museum.imj.org.il/journal/archive/2015/images/Ancient%20Scroll.pdf 1°°
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Torah Scroll Sheet dated ca. 1000 C.E.
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