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Literature, 1, Cambridge Mass. 1979, pp. 17
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L. Strauss, ‘The Literary Character of The Guide of the Perplexed’, idem, Persecution and the Art of 15
Writing, Glencoe Ill. 1952, pp. 68-70; idem, ‘How to Begin to Read The Guide of the Perplexed’, The
DWW YW \NYDWR %Y .Guide of the Perplexed, trans. S. Pines, Chicago 1963, Introduction, pp. xi-lvi
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‘Maimonides teaches the truth not plainly, but secretly; i.e. he reveals the truth to :DWRWW AND N 18
those learned men who are able to understand by themselves and at the same time he hides it from the
vulgar. There probably is no better way of hiding the truth than to contradict it. Consequently,
Maimonides makes contradictory statements about all important subjects; he reveals the truth by
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M. Galston, Politics and Excellence, The X7 ,13¢18) 22RDYX "I 1"271 Yy NyIon 7yowi Ay
Political Philosophy of Al-Farabi, Princeton 1991
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‘Contradictions are the Axis of the Guide. They show in the most :DWRWW 2M>D ,0MND NI II02 0 21
convincing manner that the actual teaching of that book is sealed and at the same time reveal the way
of unsealing it. While the other devices used by Maimonides compel the reader to guess the true
teaching, the contradictions offer him the true teachings quite openly in either of the two contradictory
statements. Moreover, while the other devices do not by themselves force readers to look beneath the
surface [...] the contradictions, once they are discovered, compel them to take pains to find out the
(74 "y ,[15 myn Sy5] /2291230 1 YW *MnBon PBIR ,0IXY) actual teaching’
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‘In some cases we posses even explicit evidence proving that the author :12033 X132 N2 X117 079X
70 DWRWY 021X .has indicated his views on the most important subjects only between the lines’
‘Such statements, however, do not usually occur in the preface or other very conspicuous place. :°2 7’1
Some of them even cannot be noticed, let alone understood, so long as we confine ourselves to the view
of persecution and the attitude toward freedom of speech and candor which have become prevalent
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Philosopher: The Return to Maimonides in the Jewish Thought of Leo Staruss, New York 1996
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;L. Kaplan, ‘Maimonides on the Miraculous Element of Prophecy’, HTR, 70 (1977), pp. 233-256 :7X7 25
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