DITRIR 2D

a21a0 D1

DYTIRY Y2238 DN NM2Y NnaN

NNXIN2

DYDY DONDN NP

Y IRG KB

9431 BA2ART B ,WOTIN AR 350 -

P“B2 1370 naw
paM3




Tl 37 MBDDRA DMIYIT I3 PI DB AR
2 DWNNIMY 9N DM MY DvMyn oY TnYn
TP TNIND T2Y 192 Dpn Dy ARvna onnn
Py D3 I3 ) AT YTIN? DY DNI8 NTRYD

_onawnn (P fon oYTmNng man vmikmyn
DN ANDKRT AN YT P enen? T mo?
TT22PMM TTIDHT B DY B DI AN b3 Y

ST TR INIARD

A% nDETI NYD WK Dyea

AT 87 PO TIRD WNOBA D170 DIDMHIN

F1O13M D3 2w YNIND NPT DY 1N X v

DYAYPISM D3N 13BY M3 T 0BAn Y
035D 2% DT AN DIPHYD 7TV 108 9021 ,18
PRD2 TN THY? 1BY N2 D07 DwH3 MDD
1271 153 292 M BT I8 %Y 1A
25 AR YT DYIT 1 NN DT Y Y O
99 DIDTII VA NY2 BBY? 1P DD w8
1T 9T 8B 271 DUWNNT O O%n YT DRI
2 WYY OUN 2% ann Dwow

DR NRED 27T DR AT PR N 228
IEDY DY 2% YMIBDIT OND YIBL YD 02D
AR 0 T2 K2 M2a3 DYIT @Bl nvnh
91T INXAT ¢ W O %2 NN Aann
021N TIN? TN P I8 DY ARy N
1IR3 NN ARSYD TGN DY hnes
A7 1Y RIPR2Y NRRDAM I 993 ann
_ DR BA2 101 AR RAYIND Anne 9w wp

3

W g —

— . B | S— . - < =

aRTIPO

DIDMNIR N23D RID PONIRSIFD 3% SO
JVTNZ2 BMIST DINYIDS 120 VS AN POs
DY2238% 5“1 AR DTN B FIR3MLI OYSYs B3
DYBTTT O“MN L1173 RN NS N B
D3P RWAINRN3 PII?D N7 M B35 NN OO
DY 2P 1123p POY LD NISCHIS 74N
12 P57 DI DRI ANNSN NHh2nn
LPDORT RMADI2 NNNT a7 72 NN oYn
WB? 00T NY2I8% ¥ DN oY L Osyn
5 D3 M2V DI 7Y 132 5wniT HNnN NN YT
OPY DM 7DD NIRRT MpRaR N
ST PNWIR 0D Nannn T nenTpw
DYNBDT NN DD B 2P 247 DYW? oo
NI P7ORYTY IDRAT I3 DAY TDUR D2 OIS Y
FIDYDTA? NYT A21TY MR 0“8 223N Npnn
N2 DY Ry 8% T MmN oD
NDMIPIENT YYBY 2NY? DMNT M2T 201D NN
2 DI NN MR DMAaMEnE DIMINTE Dianm
N3N D%2% OdYIpw DN nPann w2
RNpa %Y opn o .omi2 2 nEanm
WM DN NN2NDT NINY — ONPYMIPBRNG
DYDY, 0M02 MTMOND TN WY 290 NY22IND
TN PDI? IRNRne—5“10 NN2nn TN

2
<\



DTN P2 WMIT NN YA KD TIRD 798N
D 7P M2 AN 1201 DAY DY92PHM DN
N7 77 292w NMamba AMIDaBY A% Ny
DYIDIDA YT P TN 199,990 3 wnnen
TR DY W02 TN 1aND 0Mepn 0739
DO DUPND DD PYn LMl Nwda s
TN VAN K% 11O Ma0 DMYD bUwa
P2 IDNT J@HIY 1BYND TTINI OV P2 NN
M23T NISAND DY YpRwIws oYIhs v
22 NN PNYT DD RO DM e
FORD RYT DY 907 oW % mewa wapn
%N PN TN DY P2 Inwsns 89 NMaNT
DYTTEY MDY DYTeD LA%aD T
Q10017 DYIOWNTT B3 ANND
MPINR DTS DIYBP NS NP %Y MRS
D OEIN SPDIWENYD DOMIT DY NVIINTP
9357 DTN P19 1IN0 TN DIDMIN NI
DIDVNIR N2 N2 DMIBEDT ,8EMPIBN 1BD
397 RIT AN 990 NEMPIBNT N2 DN
TI0 1DID WK IR Y329 1 pw NN 1NN
N7 DIDPMIR TIPHD DMID TIPHD RPN
NOMPIBRI NIPI PN NDMPIBNI FIDIRD 013
AT PR DIDPBIR NI NIPI TIPHH TNy
%9 912 I 121 28 YN 1T TIP3 R RYD
1929 RO LNYaYI R NMIpYT 8T NMNA
S9N DWW R AT P AR 8p D

DMOART T2an @ IR PXIPD MT M Donn
=

e —, e e e el — e ——— . p———

.

—

. — . ——

[

PRY PHRY NN DD NWTNIRDM DMpnn 70
napD”n A123M3 ¥ DR? T 87T o133
WRTIPR N2 127N N 238 NS 00T
MDD 7Y MI2YN? 209 RBIT 10 DD INID
DA? 7NDRIY  AMDRT WD DM3TT DY
PR3 DDA 0F LINYH Ao 937,57 N138D
9991 DWWIMYNT DT DN T ey
A8 PNYY? NWIWD TANUAN L8N M SN
RN N2 ,0TpnD ARTI 297 DYMIND Taanw
wHI ¥ DAPMIIB—MNBI 0 2D 03 I
112213 7111300 13 DD WY 21 2 Yl
N8 22D 8?2 MY DYt 228 A% P00 TIND
273 N8 AT 2Y DDOB? NamId THWY? n%ann
DODVINT AN D LI LBY7 Wy nnenn
O 2% DD NN ANDY OyanaY T2
N5 TP 137 7Y NN 28Y W1 243 Y
MO WIPRIY TAM CTVIT 222 MaanT annn
27 N3RT PN IO OO ,THN DY T ANy
1917 DYWIAPAT LT PNOT OY DY @3 NI
BYD SIYR STNIND 112 238 ,0Y30001 DD NI
NS 2R AN A2PINNTDID2 DMWINI BRI NI
JIPHTY T M2 MWD AT W3 27ma
WP DN 22 13 D7 1 DWRTPY DMl
Qi ZTPRIT NN 3T DT MY LMY Yop
RBBY DMI? ,M237 Onn2 N 27an?2 on?2 10
W7 N? DN N%a% numuan omnwea?
DMNOMT AR WNTIPM NP 1B L2

4



DR NPHIT Y MWW TP 210 19 nawn
231 DYBTA? 11232 AR DTN 9% DM
DNNDHIT DTN 2 NN Nnm? 1y 1
RN 3NN AT MY PRI ST 291 Nn
a o

wNT 37 Y 0TIN AT

PISNI DY N8B 8N2R
MWTHN2 VDR 20 145

RO 12X X ,00938 DM NOVR NARS IR 0t
P R Sw yon

L030 033Y DN L1127 NPDY .DNnn 1208

MANN M2PH D NS NI N G11M DAY .

LD'DI2N 01272 10N 089 210 N3 v
[DINT IO AN LDWRY 99997 .09 DyIswa
915 N3 .710%N MONN 00N D N3 NI R
N33 .03 TIDID NI 2 7 :0un s
S0 N2 ORI KT DMYE oY 993 Y93 h
SIOUN JI%2 N0 N3 %A NOnN NN
DT NN 201.00%1 M%%N .00 D MApn
T19DN 710 N2 INTT NI DEN ¥y NP 0Ny

1911 I%2 M0 N2 own ann

o~y

e s - e Y

-—

NMY9B 955 137 K UM 193D TATIDY TP
aPY 7R8I IR0 R YO8 90 ,0MTIPT 198D
83T 1YY N33D DRI 2300 DN 2270 Y2
RSN W TADIT IRBHT 7Y W3 730 20
NTINZD DMBDIT TPY N33 PONSTD DN
SN2 ARY WS 2B 7Y LT puY 22 270
JIDINI DRI AT NP2 72032 10DY
FRoY3 DMART DB 72003 02 W8 OYn
DYMPINT T OR? PR TAYIAN 7971 1LNND
D DI ATIP3 AL 28 P2PY YT Eh
AN 2% FIBWT N7 7Y 120w Py 12N
DIANAN NPT NINZIN 1Y T M A2
Y ROD TIED T LTI WY DunY YU
g iniatol M e ol S 0 M S 10 S n ) WV A 13 Sy thdia o
DMHDY KYT TP L,N7 2133 DT DY DEny
MININ 1AL 7 WP WN MmN aa
T BPND KT NPT DMMSHIT DM
DN ON TN NP LONNT MBD? ahnna
PIDE DIDMMIR N2I1) NY3T 1270 M T2
ON 137 T MY NAMd I MY a2 (24
TN MO WY DAY T M2
DYNY? TIANT T2 DNNT a7 NN
DYNBDT NP TOUN DI DN 2T Um0
QTP TP INT TRY LDITMT DMnakn
TP NI N DANT LAY DNPN D20 wd

DN N2 P MR DPNTT NINDNT

D2 NAINDN NN2MNIRN N uEm H24m nnd
=]



TS TI20D PAINMET NT WPIYD IPEATIR WWINPTIYDE
PO PMI ORI NN2NN YT B YneaNs
TVINY N 1D BORDIRD 23 YN R PR AN
VIPIPNIPI YT D IR PPR1 PR PSP 20
DN D220 NONBN RN2ND YT 1B DYTIRN
IS N DY N DIPHRYN BN2NN T TN PR
NPYIYHR D NT IPWITIN YA DYT TNy
IPINEIND 1IN DY AR PIN TN 1D oM PN
IR JYPDIPINME  DYIBNI DYON M
BIPOYPI—IBDIMAST N NN DTN POondyn
WPIRAARD 1N TR IND MOT K IND I8 DY
9D 1IN 71N DI PN IYINT DNT PIND PN N
WA M DR ANIDR PUIR YT BN nwn
TVINT D PIPNY PAIPINN D IPRUIPINYPIN
YT DR TR WTYY N PO MY AAPD DT
BYIT AP DTN D IR PIPINN TN P
T IYEZYIDNIS IR NN JPBYIINNM N B
D DRI VP PN PR WYY YT

HD20N YT PN I8 YD

ST IYRIP TR ANN DY HIRM PN N0
— PI0PY23 YN N 1IN PR3 PIB 1073
“AIND TTODINY 12 DPYMIMR? N1 RYn Py

S9N e
DY9RATY NIRDN RN2NNT WRY 1IN 31

P NI MTHN3 VDN 146

e e R e  — e |

aRIPN

WSS 23 YDV ISP Y

DINDTID [PDMD PN BPYTASY BB YT BT
MoPMWPINND TOT 1M BET WIIYN IO N
IR I8 DIDMAIR N2 YT 11D I8 BT
ST Y BRI NN TN PN NPT
PR T NN RY223Y PN BIYIIYIN D “'ﬂ'sw
BRI TOTN AN PN ADYARINEYIND INTISY
T 927 PINBNWIYDMT WPBBAMNI '1;: A
B BPITYINYIIN MDD SEINN PN P30
DANBAY RN2MND YT BEYPI BN T P
IWIPNVONIW IPTIM T BIM RD DI
AT NIN RHAID PN ANIPIPIN PN 8 B
1D PRI P YT IPOSDRINPN2 ¥ O
NN T30 DI OYT AN NBN QYT AW TN
TDIMDM IPANINN OPT N JPRWPI MR I N
TPUDNY NN PHRIY WIANST WT N 0N
PAPIT IPHIPA IPANT 2 0T PN o Lnn
ND2YOR T 101N N QDI VT DN ANy
PANMNT T UTN IND DNOT IPONT N N DY BN
28T DAY WINPT DN, PN DDNER 1 A
PPN APPISNRDNT VT D 1PN BAUTDND 1
ADIY 1IN POMPNEN M7 1D DMIPT Pt papw
TUSINAIN DN IPIN? P22PN PR DYMINDD
1D DI QYT DMBD PAPIT N BN IINEYT 1IN
DYT OND PVIN? 1PI8D 18 DN pen e



SN0 1A¢NE

RWDNY TN DI VT 1YY I5m DOMMIN Y N
P20 NI Y W DYadmi 99 InSenna
DRI MM QWD DYASMY M3 DwvIp
DYIDRT N33 DMWINY @RI R DO
IO 50 0P RS 501 DINTIDIOR M DN
R oY 19173 MWD 3 N ¢ 9PIn "aY Soa
NIIH 1% RPN MOSH NS % nnd o
TTD M WIYH DM AN Y SY RIDPMIN
MY 19) 1 5 DM 19 RIPN 7730 1NN

i il = b i)

PDID1HIR 1D YYD T PN UMY R DY NN
NP Y 1R N5 IR DMLY D 0m Y
DYOSH YOR IR NSwmH 1T PR YLy PN
DRT Y IR DRIINDYI DR Y I 1
DISSH YIMOYH IR NIINTH YDNT) YOI
YU HIRNDYI 2190 BRT Y IR BINTR Y BDED
PR DIYIDOND JYEROND YUY IR IANLDYD
RAIYEYI PR OIVIRNING P IR YD
1P D’I5MN DINTIDOSN 11D & jrRINNYAIITIN
PR Y M 20U R DINDYIDNIR DI NI 1IN 1N
8 DNIMIDNR DR Y PN L 90 93Y Y8IN
qRD 19T ONT DAY DY 2PN ITENMN 1 YD
TR DRT Y IR TINIYD T 1D T T DN
IR DR YRR 1T NN DIDYDIN YDy
B 0D B DMBNR BN IPHD P DM
R BRT Y DR MR Y2IRIYY YN
V3T NI IR VORI IO MR DMI3 YDV

SRD IYIHING 13 jyny yaynt

: 11

e OTSCS DR SR S T DTG TR
P

L T m—————

DIOPRIN N2

B'PNY 37 o0 YT 80D DovmIs Wua M 1
: Y2 YDA RIDZD 201 IR o M
WIXRY PDWPN PODY PRUD IO PO RT 2
193121 89133 TP U2 e
DP 82 809D DINTIDIR MWD R WR3Y 3
N3O 7133 8T RWBWY 23N 4

197D D37 7 NTID? KB 5D %Y KN30

ARY TR 2Y DOPRIN N 7 XY
N%3%D% RN3IMN 8O3 7132 739330 DM

V)|

TP NIANRY 1D) WY 2Y DM A7 8

¢ N3T NDv

And it came to pass in the days of Antiochus,
king of Greece, the great and mighty monarch,
firm ruler over his dominion, to whom all
kings hearkened: Many lands did he conquer,
and mighty kings did he subdue, burning their
towers and palaces, and imprisoning their men:
No king like unto him had arisen on the coast-
land of the QGreat Sea since the days of
Alexander: And he built a great city by the
bank of the river, as his capital, and called it
Antioch, after his own name: And Bagris,
his viceroy, also built a city equally great and
called it Bagris after his name and so are they
called to this day:
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In the twenty and third year of his reign
which was the two hundred and thirteenth
year of the erection of the Sanctuary, he set
his face towards Jerusalem: And he spoke to
his officres, saying, “Surely you know that
there is a Jewish people in our midst in
Jerusalem: They do not sacrifice to our gods,
our laws they do not keep, and they neglect
the laws of the king, to follow their own:
And further, they look forward to a day of
destruction of kings and rulers for when, they
say ‘Our king will rule over us; and we shall
govern land and sea, and all the world will b2
our dominion: It is not to the glory of the
kingdom, to suffer them on the face of the
earth:
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11 Come now, and let us go up against them, and

“DYNN NN IVISDYYIDNR 20YD YT DI : :
S\ IYPISDY 8 DD WD P PNIPY B e T T e
YT IR OIYDIPYAIR DR WY PN 39 BY N NIN | cision.” And this found favor in the eyes of
BT Y DR RSP YD AT Db sy 13 his officers and in the eyes of all his army.
"BNR NN TN YDNIL 8 DINBYI N PR - k& And thos it came to pass that King Antiockay
D¢ DYT PR BIPB N3 PN DA 8 1B | e e g*sh:g;“gulg;;gg";ngﬁge;
POYID PINT Y BARIYI BT ORI 1D BRI DN l 13 came to the city of Judea, Jerusa’lem: And

P2OR 1D IVORD TR SUNY BN, DRI Y many did he slay, and he set up an altar in the
Y1V JARD BaR DY PR OYNavR i : Sanctuary, in the place where the God of

Israel had spoken to his servants, the prophets,
)
Y9 PR D123 1 BORIAYY IR N IPHONY saying, “There shall I cause My Presence to

BYT TR IVIYIDR'D DR Py paenn 14 dwell for ever.” In that place he sacrificed a
-9y BT 2193 N9 HNH DD I YT M M | swine, and brought its blood into the hall of
qY DR IVIRNYI INDYI DR YD 818 I8 Bavh 14 the Sanctuary: And when John, the son of
.1." bk}‘.ﬂ Dy nx ]If"lmwl lyj*g nN DYS 5‘9 | Mattathlas, the ng!l-PfleSt heard of this gleed,
aY PR DB T DD BSNBRYI NPT YEaY he became filled with fury, and the radiance

A departed from his face. And he took counsel
JRD TVP Y DR JYRIRD PR DAYV T DR with himself as what to do regarding this:
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15 And then John, the son of Mattathias, made a
sword unto himself, two spans in length and
one span in breadth, and he hid it beneath his
garment:

16 And he came to Jerusalem and stood in the
royal gate, and he called to the guards, saying,
“I am John, the son of Mattathias, and I am
17 come before Nicanor: The guards came to
Nicanor and said, “The High-Priest of the
Jews standeth in the gate. And Nicanor
18 answered and said, “Let him surely come in:”
Then was John brought into the presence of
Nicanor. And Nicanor spoke to John, saying,
“Thou art one of the rebels, who have rebelled
against the king and seek not the peace of his
19 kingdom:” And John answered and said to
Nicanor, “My lord, now I am come before
thee. Whatsoever thou desirest, that will I do:™
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24 hands?” At that moment, he stepped forward
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and plunged the sword into Nicanor’s heart,
and cast his body into the hall of the Sanctuary,
before the God of heaven: And John spoke
and said, “My God, account it not as a sin that
I killed him in the Sanctuary. Thus mayest
Thou do to all who came with him to oppress
Judea and Jerusalem:”

And John the son of Mattathias went forth on
that day and fought the enemy and slew many
of them: The number of the enemy which he
did slay that day was seven thousand for they
slew one another: When he returned, he built
a pillar which he called after his name,
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29 Macabee, the slayer of the mighty:”
when Antiochuas the king heard that his
Nicanor was slain, he was sorely vexed.
he sent for Bagris, the wicked, w

30 people astray: And Antiochus spoke to Hasg
and said, “Thou knowest, for thou has heard,
what the children of lsrael have done to w
my camps and officers:

31 Can you now put your trust in your

32 circumcision:”
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moon, and circumcision: And seeing that this

royal decree was issued in haste, they soon
found a man who circumcised his son. And the
man and his wife were brought before them,
and they hung them opposite the child: There
was also a woman who bore a son after the
death of her husband, and she circumcised him
when he was eight days old. And she went up
on the wall of Jerusalem, bearing her circum-
cised son: And she cried out and said, “To thee
Bagris, the wicked, be it said “Thou plannest
to destroy the covenant that has been thade -
with us, the covenant of our forefathers.
Sabbath and the new-moon and circumcision
we will not abandon, neither we nor our ,
children’s children?” :
And she cast her son to the ground, and leaped .

down after him, and both died together. Many .

of the children of Israel did thus in those days
rather than violate the covenant of their—
24
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fathers: Therefore the Israelites said one to
the other, “Come let us withdraw into a cave,
lest here we be compelled to desecrate the
Sabbath.” But their plan was betrayed to
Bagris: Then did Bagris, the wicked, send
i armed men, to camp at the entrance to the cave.
X And they said, “Jews, come forth to us, eat
with us of our bread, and drink with us of our
wine, and do even as we do:” And the children
of Israel spoke and said one to another, “We
all remember that which the Lord commanded
us upon Mount Sinai; ‘Six days shalt thou
labor, and upon the seventh day, shalt thou
rest.” It were better to die in this cave than to
profane the Sabbath day:” And when the
Jews would not come forth, Bagris’ men
brought wood, which they burned at the
entrance of the cave, killing about a thousand
men and women: aa
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And the five sons of Mattathias, John and his
four brethren, came out and fought with the

. enemy and slew many of them and drove them

to the far islands of the sea, for they trusted in
the Lord, the God of heaven: And Bagris, the
wicked, boarded a ship and fled to Antioch, to
the king and with him were those who escaped
the sword: And Bagris spoke to Antiochus,
saying, “Though, thou king hast commanded
the Jews to cease their observance of Sabbath,
the new-moon, and circumcision; yet they
have rebelled against thee, and defraud thee:
Not all the peoples and tongues could conquer
the five sons of Mattathias, who are mightier
than lions, swifter than eagles and fiercer than
bears: And now, O'King, if my counsel wins
thy favor, go forth to do battle against them,
28
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[

not with few men, for if thou doest thus, thou
shalt be shamed before all the kings.

Therefore, do thou despatch letters to all the
provinces of thy kingdom that the captains of
the armies come, and let no one remain behind
and their elephants, garbed with shields and
harness shall they bring with them:” And
this found favor in the eyes of King Antiochus.
He sent letters to all the provinces of his
empire. And the governors of each people and
each province came and they brought elephants
garbed with shields and harness: And Bagris,
the wicked, arose and went up against Jerusa-
lem a second time, and made a breach in its
wall and tore down its entrance. He made
thirteen breaches in the Sanctuary, and some of
the stones he destroyed, causing them to crum-
ble like dust. And he thought to himself,“Surely
this time they shall not overcome me, for my
host is so numerous, and my strength is so
great.” The God of heaven, however, planned

30
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When the five sons of Mattahias

heard this, they arose and came to Mr.zpah
Galaad, where Israel had won a great victory

S0 in the day of Samuel, the prophet:

And they

decreed a fast day, and sat on ashes and prayed

to the God of heaven for mercy:
51

And a good plan occurred to Judah, the eldest,

Simeon, the second of the sons, John, the third,
Jonathan, the fourth, and Eleazer, the youngest:

52

And their father blessed them and said, “Judah,

my son, thou art like Judah the son of Jacob,

33

who was like unto a lion: Simon, my son, thou

art like Simeon the son of Jacob who slew the

54 people of Shechem:

John, my son, thou art

like Abner the son of Ner, the head of the host

32
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of Israel: Jonathan, my son, thou art like
Jonathan the son of Saul, who slew the
Philistines. And thou Eleazer, my son, thou
art like Phinehas the son of Eleazer who was
jealous for his God’s sake, and thus delivered
the children of Israel:”

Following this, the five sons of Mattathias
went forth that day and fought the enemy, and
slew many among them. But Judah was slain
in the battle: When the sons of Mattathias
saw that their brother Judah was slain, they
returned to their father: And when he said to
them, “Wherefore have ye returned,” they
replied, “Because our brother who was the
equal of all the rest of us, is slain: And
Mattathias said, “I will go with you and I too
will fight the enemy. Lest the house of Israel
perish, seeing that you are so alarmed by

34
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60 reason of your brother’s death: And Mattathias

61

62
63

went forth that day with his sons and fought
the enemy:

And the God of heaven delivered all the mighty
men of the enemy into their hands, and they
slew many among them, slaying all who were
armed with swords, or who drew a bow; all the
captains of the army and their lesser officers,
so that none remained; for the remnant fled to
distant provinces: Eleazer while engaged in
killing the elephants, sank in the dung of the
elephants: And when they returned from battle
they sought him and found him sunk in the
dung of the elephants. And the children of
Israel rejoiced that their enemies had been
delivered into their hands; some of them they
burned in fire, some they pierced with the
sword, and some they hung upon the trees:
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And Bagris who lead his people astray, was
burned by the house of Israel in fire: When
King Antiochus heard that Bagris, the wicked,
and all the captains who were with him were
slain, he embarked upon a boat and fled to a
distant province; and it came to pass that
wherever he landed, they rebelled against him
and called him ‘“the Coward:”

Afer these things, the sons of the Hasmoneans
came into the Sanctuary, restored the gates,
repaired the breaches, and cleansed the hall of
the dead and of all its impurity: And they
sought pure olive oil with which to light the
Menorah, but they found only one little vessel
sealed with the seal of the High-Priest and
they knew it to be pure. And it contained but
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sufficient oil for one day: But the God of
heaven Who caused His presence to dwell in
the Sanctuary, gave His blessing and it sufficed
to light the Menorah eight days: Thereors
did the sons of the Hasmoneans together with
the Israelites ordain that these eight days be
ever celebrated as days of joy and feasting
along wth the festivals ordained in the Torah:
That candles be lit, to commemorate the victory
they achieved through the God of heaven. That
it be forbidden to mourn or to decree a fast-day
during this period, except such as may have
been established previously, and it was further
ordained to pray and thank the Lord:

Only the work in the Sanctuary was not pro-
hibited by the Hasmoneans and his sons and
their brethren. That day saw the end of the
Kindom of Greece: And the sons of the
Hasmoneans and their sons after them did
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rule over Israel from that day till the destruc-
tion of the house of God, a period of two

73 hundred and six years: Therefore do the
children of Israel observe these days in all the
lands of their dispersion, as days of feasting
and joy, for eight days beginning with the 25th

74 of Kislev: From that day and evermore, this
festival shall not depart from the holy places
of Israel, for their Priests, Levites, and sages
ordained it for themselves and their descend-
ants and pledge to keep it forever.

May God who performed miracles in their behalf,
do wonders for us so that the words of the Torah
may be fulfilled even as it is written “I will show
him wonders even as in the days of thy going forth
from the land of Egypt.” Amen.

Thus endeth the Greek epistle which contains
74 verses.
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theretore the Mesivtha desires to ac
quamnt not alone its students, but a larger
circle of Jewish men and women with the
springs of Jewish tradition and knowledge;
with the source material of our history;
with the great body of authentic Jewish
literature which has been bequeathed to
us by the ages.

The Mesivtha aims to educate upon
American soil, a generation which shall
embody in its cultural resources a deep
knowledge of, and reverence for the crea-
tions in the original, of the spirit and genius
of Israel; an abounding loyalty to its values
and traditions; a spirit of piety and devo
tion, together with a rich fund of worldly
knowledge.

The Mesivtha sees itself as a bulwark
against indifferentism, ignorance and the
dilution of the original traditional content
of Jewish life and thought. It thus fulfills
an important communal function and car-
ries a great historic mission. Its purposes
and achivements merit the support and
interest of every Jew loyal to the faith of
his fathers.
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(Before kindling the Channukah-lights, say the
Sollowing blessing:)
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FOREWORD

The manuscript of the Aramaic original

of the Scroll of Antiochus was discovered
by the scholar Filipowsky, in the British
Museum. It was translated into English
by him, and published along with the
Aramaic original and the Hebrew version
that he found attached to the manuscript,
in 1851 at London. The Scroll was re-
printed separately but once again; in 1864
at Warsaw, by the scholar David Slutzky.
Mesivtha Tifereth Jerusalem has now taken
upon itself to reissue this ancient Scroll in

Aramaic, Hebrew and Jewish. The English
translation accompanying these, is a com-
pletely new rendition, which it is hoped,

will be instrumental in introducing many

new readers to one of the valuable historical

sources for our knowledge of an important

and rich period ift our history—the period

of the Maccabees.

From indubitable internal evidence schol
ars have concluded that Aramaic is the
original tongue of the Scroll and at a sub-
sequent date was translated into Hebrew.
Though its date and authoriship are en-

veloped in the impenetrable mist of high
47

antiquity, it is the oldest source for the
story of the wars of the Maccabees and
the miracle of the cruse of oil. It antedates
the accounts of the Maccabees found in
the Apocrypha, and is nearer in time to

1 the actual events, which are related in it.

Neither its great age nor its historical value
for the study of that period can be doubted.
The Mesivtha considers it a duty and a
privilege to make this Scroll known and
available to the Jewish public generally. In
sponsoring the publication of this early
manuscript, the Mesivtha aims to fulfill one
of its primary purposes. For Mesivtha
Tifereth Jerusalem regards itself not only
as a “Yeshivah™ preserving the finest tradi-
tions of Jewish academies of higher learning
of the near and distant past; nor is is only
a parochial school in whose elementary and

}§ high school departments its hundreds of

students receive a secular-education at the

4 bands of qualified and licensed teachers,

and whose dormitory offers a home to many

4 boys from out of town; the Mesivtha

views itself likewise as a force for the
preservation of traditional Judaism in this

country, in its complete, unaltered and

historic form.
46
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