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THE JEWS IN VICTORIA
IN THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY

Ly
LAZARUS MCRRIS GOLDMAN, 8.4. (Hens.}

THE FEWS IN YICTORIA IN TIE NINETEENTH CENTURY
>

v Scon afterwards, Rabbi Moses Rivlin from Jerusalem arrived on
benald of the Jowish Generel Council in Jerusalem. He stated that since
the death of Sir Moses Montefiore the poor Jews in l’aicsune'had not
received any “Chalukah” gnd they were starving. Some dou_bted his word,
but ‘W, Davis, who corrcsponded continually with the Jewish authorities
in Jerusalem, confirmed Rabbi Rivlin’s statement and his bona fides, but
he suggested Lhat in future a permanent fund be ereated for the Toly
Zand s0 as to save the expenses of the messengers. Jn due course W. Davis
received authovity from Jorusalem to aot as Warden of the funds and for
many years he and Blaghaum made & personel canvas 0f the community,
collecting usually between £3¢ and £40 in addition to Dallarat’s amount,
which they sent to Rabbi Samuel Sslant. When Blaubaum threatened he
would 2ot support the cause if a messenger came out, Rabbi Salant pro-
mised he would nol send anyone in fufure oo & mission o Vietoria and
i any other inscitulions sent a messonger he would not receive any ero-
dentials from )i

Jn spite of all the preczutions, Rabbi Gedaliah did come for a short
visit to Melbourne, but faw iesented his arrival as he had become a popular
figure on a previous visit and had renained io contact with J. H. Mysles, io
whom he sent Esrogim fox sale to bwild up a dowry for his daughter. Gad
Josephsen supplied Jerusalem Esrogim and Lulsvim to support himself,

To many Jews iz Melbourne, J. . Myslas, 5 native of Jerusalem,
did not seem ool They believed that all Jews in Jerusalen: did not do
& siroke of work but studied all day, depending upon their sustenance from
overscas and from chsrity, J. H. Mysles broke their illusion, Soon after =
his arzival from the Holy City he enlisted as an artilleryman jx the Pors .
Prillip Battery.

Another rabbinical visitor to Melbourne origivated from Aunerica.
On hig way back to the United States from a visit to his native Hungary,
Kev. Dr, Alexander Roscnspitz called into Molbourne and delivered one
lecture entitled “Jacob’s Ladder”

. In the spirit of the Federal movement then prevalling in cextain
cireles of the various Colonies, the Adclaide Hebrew Congregation pro-
posed that an All-Australian Jewish Synod of all congregations should be
held in Molbowrné in the Exhibition yeax. the Minister, President and
Treasurer of each congregution to be the delegates with power 0 act, with
the object of considering the advisability or otherwise of reform end ike
revision of the prayers cnd form of scrvice. It also proposed to have
&ll matrers affecting individual congregaiions refeired to Synod and that
the ministers of the congregations showld be responsible to Syaod only.
The Melbourac Congregation agreed (o the propossl with the rider that
all the decisions had to be ratified by the members of the Congregation,
but the Bast Malbourne Congrepstion passed a resolution, “that the Foard
did not think an Awstralian Jewish Synod would or should bo formed fox
the purpose of dealing with a question of s0 vast an importance” No
Synod was held. A further attempt two years later to csll a conference
of all cougregations for ine sama purpose also failed.

Although in principle the Victorian cougregations opposed reform, &
tendanoy towards it did begin to creep inm, first at the St. Kilda Syna-
#0406 and then at the Mclbourne Synagogue. The practice of postponing
& Bris from the eighth day o & convenient time became somewhat preva
Jent. Blaubaum at tho St. Kilde Synagogue introduced an’ Buglish prayer

on Sabbeth mornings, somelimes before and somelilnes after the Addi-
346
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