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VI SUMMARIES

1810, and articulated in Likutei Tefilot, carried with it a number of ramifications
for the small group that had begun to gather around the tsaddik. These included
the eruption of disputes over the role and character of Rabbi Natan of Nemirov.
This is a particularly obscure and largely under-explored chapter in the history
of Bratslav Hasidism. A careful examination of the beginnings and crystallization
of Bratslav Hasidism in its early stages will shed light on the movement, as it
exists today, in all its ideological and social diversity.

THE VILNA GAON AND HIS DISCIPLES AS THE FIRST ZIONISTS:
THE METAMORPHOSES OF A MYTH

Immanuel Etkes (pp. 69-114)

In 1808-1810, several dozen families from White Russia emigrated to the Land
of Israel and established the community of Perushim in Safed. Several disciples
of the Gaon of Vilna led the group, and the academy they established in Safed
was named after him. This group of immigrants provides the basis for the myth
that takes the Gaon of Vilna and his disciples to be the first Zionists. According
to this myth, the Gaon ordered his disciples to move to the Land of Israel as the
first step toward full redemption. Moreover, the activities of the immigrants were
supposedly based on a Zionist-messianic doctrine, whose source was the Gaon,
himself. The present article surveys the literary expressions of this myth and
explains the motivation for its development, while examining its veracity in the
light of contemporary sources. These sources show that the ideal underlying the
immigration of the Perushim was devotion to the study of Torah in seclusion
from worldly life. In this effort they were, indeed, inspired by the model of the
Gaon. Their migration, however, did not derive from messianic motives, and was
certainly not inspired by a form of messianic Zionism. The second part of this
article discusses the reception of this myth in the work of several scholars and
the role it plays in certain religious Zionist circles.
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