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Ish-Hayyil by J. Kirschenbaum

A good husband who can find?

He is worth far more than diamonds.

His wife trusteth in him, and she never lacks grain.

He brings her good and no harm.

All the days of his life he has sought hessed and emet.

He works with alacrity.

He is like the merchant ships. He brings Torah to those
from afar.

He rises in the midst of the night and prepares food for
thought.

He rations it out to his household and to his many students.
He considers the wisdom of Hazal and his own teachers,
and he clings to it.

With his unimaginable industriousness he has planted a
fertile vineyard.

He girds himself with strength, and enthusiastically braces
his arms for work.

He finds and brings to his studies much love and receives
much satisfaction.

His lamp burns even when he is asleep.

His fingers are always entwined with a pen.

He stretches his hand to the poor. He reaches out his arm
and heart to those in distress.

He is not afraid of storms for the children of his household,

for he has embedded them with good values.
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All his household he tries to clothe with peace and harmony.
He weaves his own tapestries.

His clothing is fine linen and royal purple.

His yetzer has no jealousy.

He is known at the gates, as he sits among the elders of
the land.

He writes scholarly works, not minding if it sells not.

To his students he opens a rich world they know not of, and
they eagerly consume it.

Dignity and armour are his garb, and always upon his face
is the look of serenity as he looks to the future.

He opens his mouth with wisdom, and kindly counsel is
on his lips.

He gazes fondly upon his children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren, always happy to answer their queries
Never has he eaten the bread of idleness.

His children, as he blesses them, bless him; and his wife
praises him, saying:

”"Many men do worthily, but thou excelleth them all.
Charm in you has never been deceptive, and your beauty
is not vain.”

Only a Gd-fearing man shall be praised.

Let us rise and give credit to his achievement.

May Gd praise his works.
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