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BAAL HATURIM ELUCIDATED
with afflictions® which were not in accordance with the Attribute of Divine Mercy.™

28. i1x7 — SEEN.”' A masoretic note on this word reads: 13 '21 12 2" 2 1, Four,
two spelled with a 1 and two with a m, [that is, this word appears four times in the
Tanach, twice spelled X7, with a1, and twice spelled k7 with af]. They are: (i) here,
WK 1X7, We have indeed seen; (ii) 1x1 187, And surely you see ([saiah 6:9); (iii) i
'K, I have indeed seen (Exodus 3:7); and (iv) 5 "y32 axn k) oK, If You will
indeed see the suffering of Your maidservant (I Samuel 1:11). And there is one [more
verse that contains this word, but with a1 prefix]: wpwia non IR "N,  returned and
We sun (Ecclesiastes 9:11).

69. This is 4
27:1 below),
tions (

reference to Isaac’s blindness (see

root map|. The Baal HaTurim's comment explains
Although Jacob also had many afflic-

why Scripture sometimes deviates from the rxJ

ended i see below 47:9), nevertheless, his days
low, N serenity (see Baal HaTurim to 47:28 be-
SV MY My yaw; v.8.)

10, Pej
659, el HaROkEaCh see Bereishis Rabbah
1. The
which word 1y, seeing, is a gerundive form

IS used tp indicate t
€reas it is a form
Classifieq asan-
a1 we woy)g e
®Xample, oy,

root 15.1' WJP

he ongoing present.
of the verb root rx=, which is
7 verb [i.e., the third root letter is
Xpect it to be spelled X" [as, for
drawing (Exodus 2:19), from the
buying (Leviticus 14 25), from the

spelling and uses 1x instead. His explanation is
not intended as a general grammatical rule for all
mb verbs. Rather it is an allusionary exposition
specific to the root 17 as used in the Tanach.

72. The masoretic note continues X7 70}, and
there is one [appearance of] k) [with a prefix Y], as
the Baal HaTurim cites further in this comment. In
some editions, both the masoretic note and the
Baal HaTurim’s comment read: 2'n3212M32 1
'n, Five, two spelled [with a] 1 and three [with a] 0.
That note includes the word 1K1Y It should be
noted that most masoretic notes that group words

MmN/ nwRa [226]
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and increase your offspring because of Abraham my ser.
vant.” %> He built an altar there, invoked HASHEM by Name
and there he pitched his tent; there Isaac’s servants dug a ey

26 Abimelech went to him from Gerar with a group of pj
friends and Phicol, general of his legion. %7 Isaac sajq to him,
“Why have you come to me? You hate me and drove me
away from you!"

* And they said, "We have indeed seen that HASHEM
has been with you, so we said, ‘Let the oath between
ourselves now be between us and you, and let ys Make 3
covenant with you: ** If you do evil with us. . .! Just a5 we
have not molested you, and just as we have done with you

only good, and sent you away in peace — you, now,

26/25.29

BAAL HATURIM ELUCIDATED —_

In those verses where the subject is plural [i.e., 1KY IK7), We have indeed seen, and
WM, And surely you (plural) see], the term is spelled 1% with a, but in those
verses where the subject is singular, it is spelled rixq with a i, for the pronounced
form of Scripture is primary.’ Thus, nx~ may be read as n1x, a singular form.
29. nny nx — You, Now. The masoretic note,” '3, means that this phrase appears
three times in the Tanach: (i) here, 11 T2 Ry Rk, You, now, O blessed of HASHEM:
(i) ny>n wynny nnx, You, now, exercise kingship (I Kings 21:7); and (jii) tny oy
7227 Hoym [mwpnl grax NTayn 5p, And you, now, lighten your father’s [difficult]
workload and his heavy yoke (I Kings 12:4). [This intimates that] the people
accepted Isaac as a king over them, and thus [they said to him], “You, now, exercise

kingship, and they will lighten their yoke from upon you."7¢

by spelling do not include prefixed and non-pre-
fixed words in the same note. Nevertheless, ma-
soretic notes that combine such words are not
uncommon. See, for example, Baal HaTurim’s
next comment and note 75 there.

73. The text follows the early printed editions. The
Baal HaTurim borrows a phrase that refers to a
fundamental question of methodology in Scrip-
tural exposition. While there is certainly no dis-
pute regarding how the Particular word is to be

read, the question centers on whether oy w»

NoRY, the written form s primary, i.e., the Scrip-

tural allusions to the Ora] Laws are embedded in
the written form of the word [since this is the
Physical record of God's word transmitted to
Moses at Sinai); or KIpn% oK vy, the pronounced
form is primary, i.e., these allusions are keyed to
the vowelized .form of the word (see Rashi to
Makkos 7b).

Although this question does not affect our
verse, the Baal HaTurim borrows the phrase nx w1

[227] BEREISHIS / TOLDOS

Kp»'Y, the written form is primary, to show that
variations in spelling of the same word in differe_nt
verses are not trivial, rather each spelling has its
own lesson.

74. R’ Yehudah HaChassid. In its literal sense iKY
is a gerund and means seeing. Now gerunds do not
have different forms for singular and plural. The
Baal HaTurim means that the spellingx1may be
vowelized iy, he saw (as in 29:10 below), v;hélg
IXT may be vowelized x4, they saw (as lr'lde;e 3
above). Thus, like nx9, k7 may be ?onSId ™
singular; and like 157, 1% may be considered p
ral (VeChur LaZahav). T
75. The note appears at each of the two Veof s
Kings. Although the third aPPe?fanc‘;this it
phrase contains a 1 prefix, the subject 0 cather
soretic note is the combination NQ¥Y ‘_“5"5‘{ ol in
than verses in which the phrases are identic
every way. _ i
76. According to Sefer HaYashar, Ablmeler;f; };nd
Isaac and Rebecca dressed in royal garme
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