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LEIBL LUSKI

There is an age-old custom among Jews that as
soon as summer arrives — indeed, from the first Sab-
bath after Pesach until Erev Rosh Hashona — we
begin to read, every Sabbath, in the Pirkey Ovos,
popularly known as “Perek” Perek is a treasure
of wisdom, a wonderful lesson of Ahavas To-

rah (Love of Torah) and Ahavas Yisroel
(Love of the Jewish People), a teaching of ethics
and morality, of beautiful habits and a nobility of
living, a teaching from which we can all learn
very much,

In Perek we have the teachings of 72 great



Jewish sages know as Tanaiim Pirkey O0Ovos is
introduced by a very fine mishne: KXol Yisrael
yesh lohem kheylek Uolom haboh, (Every member
of the Jewish people has g portion in the world
to come); that is, every Jew — after the 120 years
in the material world — has a right to the spi-
ritual world to come, The commentators interpret
this to mean that there are two categories of
people : those who have a "yesh” and those who
have a "kheylek”, Far and few between are those
who have earned both categories,

Who are those rare individuals who have
that honor ? Those who have lived their lives with
two souls: One soul of the everyday variety, and
another soul which is called "neshomoh yesere”
(additional soul), With some people, their portion
of the world to come is overgrown with weeds, in
accordance with their worthless deeds, With other
people, their portion is planted with fresh grass
and flowers-’ in accordance with their good deeds
in the material world,

Those of us who are gathered here today to
dedicate the gravestone of our unforgettable Leybl
Luskin are establishing a memorial both to his
yesh and to his kheylek in the world to come, both
for his good deeds and for his fine ways Take,
for instance, the Shevet Slonim (Society of Slo-
nim) in New York which, when Leybl came here,
was practically non-existent, With his arrival it
immediately became an organization with life,
with activity, with tempo, Leybl gave the organi-
zation style, importance, content, He became its
leader. He was the inspiration’ the driving force
behind every activity and every undertaking,

Last year at this time Leybl’s stormy and spi-
ritually rich life came to an end, a life that stret-
ched from Slonim to Cuba to America, To our
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great heartbreak, his life story ended in the mid-
dle — a story without an end,

I saw Leybl only once or twice a year, and
each time I marveled at his boundless energy and
enthusiasm’ his creativity, a rarity among the sur-
vivors, who came to America seeking only one
thing : "Success”, But Leybl also found time for
an abiding interest in members of Shevet Slonim
who needed a bit of advice from a good friend and
close companion, He felt close to such people, and
in turn, they felt close to him, Leybl's way of be-
ing fair and truthful with others was open and
honest ; it was part of his personal philosophy,

Leybl possessed a traditional love of the Jew-
ish people, as well as of all creation, Leybl’s rela-
tionships with his fellow human beings was, in the
full sense of the word, on the level of that of a
saintly Jew with g disciple, Leybl lived with the
deep conviction that his way of life was right, with-
out contradictions, without zigzags; it was a life
of harmony,

Leybl was all Jew and all mentsh, all com-
rade and all friend, He was a loyal son of the Jew-
ish people, devoted to the existence of the State
of Israel He was alert to Israel’s call in time of
need and danger, He was spiritually and ideologi-
cally bound up with Israel} he rejoiced in her
achievements and suffered with her misfortunes
and defeats,

Leybl was a great man among us in Shevet
Slonim, with his sense of responsibility and his
unique sense of honor, Such was Leybl in life and
such was Leybl when he went to what we call "the
eternal world”,

We, hig landsleit, his friends and acquain-
tances, w111 long remember him his beautiful ways
and deeds: which he never forsook

Yisgadal v'yiskadash,,
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ROSE LUSKY

ON THE FIRST YORTZEIT OF MY BROTHER LEYBL

A year has already flown by, but it seems as
if it were only yesterday that Leybl went to his
eternal rest, A deep wound remains open in my
heart, and I doubt that it will ever heal

On the 28th of May 1973 he and his wife
were at our home for a family gathering Wed-
nesday the 30th he was In our place of business,
because as an insurance agent he had clients in
the neighborhood where our business is located,
and he never let an opportunity go by to drop in
even for a few minutes, always with g smiling
“Hello, how are you”, I recall that I was busy
with a customer Leybl sat down and waited un-
til I was finished, Then I showed him pictures
which I had taken on our trip to Israel, We had
returned from Israel on May 13th, Who could have
imagined that the Angel of Death had already
spread out his net for Leybl9 Six o’clock the next
morning our son came in with the shattering news
that Leybl was gone, So suddenly, so unexpectedly,
he had been torn away from us,_

From that moment) the sun ceased to shine

for me, O God! Give me the strength to compre-
hend the meaning of what has happened, otherwise
my life will have no meaning, A beloved brother
has gone to his eternity, For me and my husband
Osher he was like an oldest son,

Leybl was born in Slonim on the 22nd of Ja-
nuary, 1920, I remember his bris, It was on Za-
mostcie in the courtyard of Monopol, Many of our
landsleit remember the place, I remember it was
a kind of makeshift barracks because my parents
house, along with many others had been burned
out in a fire, I also remember, as if it were to-
day when my father took Leybl for the first time,
to Wolfowitch’s school, How clearly I recall Ley-
bl's bar mitzva! He was then a student at the
yeshiva, The bar mitzva celebration was in our
newly built home, Present were the head of the
yeshiva, R’ Shabsi Yagel, of blessed memory, Also,
Leybl’s teacher, R’ Areleh’ and our whole family,
I can still see the happy faces of my father and
mother when Leybl delivered his drosha, his
speech, They were so proud, After Leybl came
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Leybl Lusky with his wife and their children at the wedding
of their daughter Esther,



three more children, including one boy, Avrom Mi-
chele, the youngest, We were six children,

In 1934 I left Slonim and went to Cuba, In
1936 Leybl came to stay with us, He was then 16,
I was already married, Our son Avrom Michele
was eight months old, In 1940 Leybl left Cuba and
went to the United States, I was then a mother
of three children, When the twins were born —
a boy and a girl — Leybl was godfather,

It wasn’t long before Leybl was drafted into
the U, S. Army. Those were four difficult years
for him and for us, He was at the front in the
very heart of the battle, He witnessed with his own
eyes what the Nazi murderers did to our brothers
and sisters,

But finally, one bright Sunday afternoon, our
doorbell rang and our four-year-old Nochemke ope:-
ned the door I will never forget his words: "Ma-
mi un Senor”, How poor are my words to de-
scribe that wonderful surprise when Leybl appea-
red before us, What a holiday that was! And how
happy I was when he decided to accept our pro-
posal that he remain in Cuba, He and I were the
only two left,

The time came and Leybl met his life-com-
panion Sheyndl — Zoﬂa, as we call her in Spa-
nish, Leybl and Sheyndl were a real “match made
in heaven” They led a Jewish life and created a
traditional Jewish home raised three dear, gifted
children,

But Fate had its own plans for Leybl It was
not destined that he and Sheyndl should live out
their happy life. Leybl has left us forever,

I know how deeply they loved each other I
know how much the familyyloved him, I know how
many good friends he had, Leybl was naturally
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modest, never talked about himself, He loved to
sing, to tell jokes to make others happy His own
sighs and groans he probably kept hidden within
himself, He never complained, He was content
with his luck, He took everything calmly and good-
naturedly, He was always ready to help another,
He respected the other fellow’s feelings, Osher and
I know how much pleasure he brought into our
lives, Now, after his death can we see how much
love he implanted in our hearts, So many Jews —
and nonJews — accompanied him last year to his
final resting place,

And despite the fact that today is g rainy day,
as if the heavens had joined us in our grief and pain,
today too, many people have come to the unvei-
ling of the gravestone, and everyone here recalls
him with genuine affection,

We should have been able to find some con-
solation in the good name he left us, Yet it is
still so difficult for us to overcome the deep sor-
row we feel at his absence, Instead of a warm
and hearty brother, I see before me a cold grey
stone, bearing the inscription: Arye Leyb, son of
Moshe Halevi Luskin,

Yes, life is stronger than death, Death hap-
pens only once, and life has many complexities
We must continue to liver to live through’ to out-
live, no matter how difficult it is,

O my unforgettable brother! In your life you
embodied our entire destroyed family and now,
as I visit your grave, I visit them too: Father,
Mother, sisters and brothers,

I, the last and only survivor, will never for.
get you, I will hold sacred your memory until
the last breath of my life, I will always remember
you.,
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LAST STROLL THROUGH SLONIM

by JEZEKIEL RABAN

Give me your hand, Hold my hand while we take
our last stroll through Slonim,

Let us feel once again the thrills of our first
pure love,

Once more we walk the streets7 which reveal to
us our past,

Now we face the graves: the graves of our
ancestors, who were tortured to death,

Open a page, close your eyes, imagine you are
younger,

Now you can visualize your youth,

Just as if everything happened yesterday,

Feel the freshness of the River Shtzara and of the
poor street Shzabinka,

Here we hear the secrets and feel the tenderness
of the rustling trees which rest in Pustin Sod Park,
Now we come upon the rich quiet streets of
Studentsky’ and Paneswe,

You hear the noise of the bustling stores  the
Radkromen, and the walking on Neifsky street,

Close your eyes, take a deep breath, smell the
wonderful aroma of Fenchehers kuchens,
Listen to the tune of Averbuch's songs,

We are now at the quiet edges of the Shtzara,
Bricker Street Faces us,

Let’s walk, through this street to see if our names
are inscribed on the trees,

Maybe they are,

WAIT; maybe a Slonim spring is waiting for us,
with seeds scattered all over,

And a nice peaceful atmosphere,

The spring faces us,

We see g young fresh tree shivering,

Between the monuments of the cemetary,

Let’s go through the streets facing the poor

mountain,

QUICK ! let us escape the sadness which
surrounds us,

Close your eyes: slowly, very slowly,
Can’t you see the school yard?

The Shulhoif??

Keep them closed and you will hear the prayers,
Loud and clear, coming from the synagogues
Shneidersher} Hiltzerner) and the Moyer,

Now, in the still darkness which confronts us
We hear a cry,

This cry reaches the heavens, and bites into our
souls,

Now, slowly very slowly, open your eyes, Stop
dreaming!

LOOK; see the ruins:

Standing alone near our Big Synagogue der
Shulhoif, She is weeping,

Crying with her also are the souls of our Fathers
and Mothers,

One can hear the weeping of the grandparents,
They weep for their murdered children,

The loud voice of Eil Moley Rahamim, by Avrom
Moshe der Shames Portrays the destruction of
the earth in Petralevich and Chepelove, Only ruins
lie here along with the remembrance of your
stranded youth,

Now in front of us, we see a stretch of streets All
of the destroyed,

These streets lead to the far away graves, It seems
as though the graves are crying to us,

Close the book and give me your hand as we
stand in this pale gray morning,

Slowly, we are all walking back walking back,
From our last stroll through Slonim,
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